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^^^^3 ^* Fi^c'^ imputed the baro- 
tofcrf net's fhyncfs, withVefpcft to 
Wfe^ ^^' Stapleton*s propofal, to 
)!( his youth and inexperience, 
^-* and was far from fiifpcfting 
the real caufe ; he, therefore, propofcd it to 
lady Brightlcy, and, as her ladyftiip en- 
tirely approved of it, he gave the old maa 
the utmoft encouragement. 
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^ Mrs. Slaughter, and poor mi^ Shel« 
burne, remained iavifible, for a whole 
week, to every inhabitant of Brigbtley (ex- 
cept the curate and Mrs. Alice) at which 
period, to tl)e terror and confternatron of 
Mr. Stevens, the young lady's mother ar- 
rived, he happening to be an eye-witnefs 
of her alighting at the parfbnage-houfe, and 
haftened home, with a death-like counte- 
nance, to inform his friend of this new ca« 
lamity. 

Lady Bnghtley bade him take comfort;» 
as, perhaps, fo far from, an evil, Mrs. Shcl- 
burne's rcvifiting Brig^tley might prove a 
lucky, circumftance* by giving, her an op^ 
portunity, perfonallya to plead the young 
lady'Si caufe ^ and the^- motto's oxnpoiitioA 
having as lai^e a (hare of weaknefs-and va- 
nity in it, as obfl;inacy and violence, her 
lady(hip flattered herfclf, that, by humour- 
ing thofe foibles with propriety, the faults 
of her temper might be foftcned, if not 
totally fubdued, and refolved to drop in» 
as if accidentally, and, without delay, en- 
deavour 



de^rmir to efkSL this good purpore* She 
^cbtdmgly fct forth for the houfe of her 
fifter, .who was 'prepared cx> defeat her ge-^ 

mm 

nerous dengn, and had inftrafted Mrs; 
Alice, her hufband*s ufeful domeftic, to 
inform her ladyfliip, that Mrs. Shelburne 
was too much iadiipofed to receive com- 

' Lady Brlghtley was both difappointe4 
and oficnded at this u^^pe&ed repulfe. 
She Mras fenfible it was no more than & 
fineffe of her lifter's ; but, as (he was in* 
capable of retaliating an ungenteel aiflion* 
(he returned home, mortified, difconcerted, 
and, on mi& Shelburne's account, greatly 
concerned. The ill fuccefs of this attempt 
aHctacd Mr. Stevens to fuch a dcgrefc, as 
to render him quite unguarded, though in 
her ladylhip*s prefence, with refpeft to his 
inclination for her fair friend ; yet fo confi- 
derate was this good lady, as to appear un» 
iirindful of his extreme emotion, and ten* 
der complaints, and, in order to fave him 
from uneafy reflexions, on the recowry of 
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his recolleftion, (he withdrew, and left him 
in the care of his friend, who'ufed every 
kind method to compofe him. 

The next morning lady Brightley made a 
fccond attempt to fee Mrs. Shclburne, but 
was equally unfuccefsful as (he had been the 
preceding day. The curate played leaft ia . 
fight, to avoid becoming a party in the af- 
feir, and 'the fecdnd morning,' before the. 
rifing fun, was this young* lady conveyed 
from. Brightley, and every objeft that could 
give her delight, accompanied only by a 
mother, inconceivably unnatural, and un- 
feeling. 

The amiable girl fupported the calamity 
of being torn from all (he held dear, with 
an amazing fortitude, and performed the 
journey, notwithftanding_ the perfecution _ 
Ihe underwent, of reproachful taunts, and 
nnjud accufations, free from all apparent 
fatigue or difcompofure. Her father re- 
ceived her wi(;|]^a contracted brow, and, af- 
laming an tfticommon ftcrnnefs. of accent, 

demanded. 
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demanded, if he beheld an obedient, or 
undutiful child ? Mifs Lucy replied, (he 
hoped (he had never merited the latter ap- 
pellation. ' No equivocation, girl,* return- 
ed this unkind parent, * it is not pro!cl- 
' fions, but adtions, that -(hall fpeak you 
•" what you are. And, I now declare, that 

* it is not only my pleafure, but command, 

• that you confider Mr. Peat as your dcf- 

* tined hufband, by which means we (hall 

• bring your boaftcd duty to the tcft.* A 
gentle trenior feized the breaft of mifs 
Shelburnc, and the image of Mr. Stevens 
fpontaneoufly occurred to her imagination ; 
but (he was too well acquainted wiih lur 
father's dilpofition, to flatter herfclf with 
the moft diftant hope of winning him from 
bis purpofe, (he . therefore remained filcnt, 
penfive,- and deeply afHifted. He had the 
humanity to leave her to her own medita- 
tions, for that evening, and her indulgent 
mother followed his example. She had, 
however^ a female fpy upon her motions, 
to whom Mrs. Shelbume was greatly at- 
tached, as (he po(re(red a very agreeable 
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Quality, the art of flattering, and, tonfe- 
tqtiently, plcafing fier miftttft: ' Thiis crea- 
tlire, notwithftanding (he was ah viAept in 
the fcience of deceit, was touched with un- 
feigned compa/Tion ft>r ker fair diftrefled 
prifon(ir, and felrretly wiflied the young 
hdy 'fcr^uld requeft her to fet her at liberty, 
<ifi rather, ittak'^ her «he*«5rtpiraon of 
' TifeP flight. Her '^otomuiiitarirc nliftrcls had 
informed her, that it was in order to pre- 
vtht her daiighter's difpofin|; of herfelf un- 
•^6hMPy,tfiat ihe Was hwried to town with 
•^ftich predpltatidh r hui tfte girl itoaglncd, 
that it'was merely fronl their ^rtpoflfclTion 
in favour of Mr, Peart, that ttiifc Lucy's , 
eoimtry lover was rejeftcd J and -itot on ac- 
count of his circuinrftahces, and conciuded^ 
that fiifc fiiould obtain- no^^fmallrewftnl by 
mikHg htrfdf itiftWim^tttal' tatb«fr happy 
tinion. She,« therefore, dctcrniincd to break 
the way for an explanation, if niife^hel- . 
burnenegIe6hrdftpply?ngtoh(rri forwhich 
purjtofcflie ofReidufty oWmdcd hctfelf^ on 
n^!^ 4e&($te& ocdifiDns, imtti mi& 3bel- 
bfQtn^l ar l^gth^ thinking hex troublefome, 

; afkcd. 
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Hiked, if (he had orders to interrupt her 
retirement in the manner (he had done fpr 
foa)e time ? Tjie {prtful girl begged pardon, 
in very civil terms, for her fccming im- 
pertinence, and faid, (he hoped the good- 
nefs of her intention m>uld atone for h)cr 
aukward proceedings, for ihe was fo con- 
cerned at her .maftec ai^d n^iftreis's harlh« 
irefe and Verity, that fiie was willing to 
undertake the moft difficult attempt to de* 
Hver her <mt of their hands.. Mifs Shel- 
XmrtHt wa$;no le6 offended, than furprifed, 
afl thi^'We}! intended. ofRrr. ' I impute your 

♦ ftrange behaviour,* faid flie, * to your un- 
^ acquaintcdnefs with my difpoficion. I 
f haxre ao need of your aflifiance, a« I have 

* ftcut a wifc to fly from my beft friends, and 
f beg, ^s ycfucsad^r your place, I may not 
*Tbd troubled a^ny. mcjre on this fubjc£t/ 
The wench confidered this young lady*s re* 
jeftion of her friendly offices, as a want of 
confidence in her .fidelity,, and would have 
exerted the utn^oft rhetoric (he was miftrefs 
of, to remove her doubts and : fufpicions, 
had not mifs Shelburne, with a di^leafcd 

B 4 coun- 
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countenance, and refolute accent, forbid 
her uttering one more fyllable, at her peril, 
commanding her, at the fame time^ to 
leave her. 

No fooner was (he alone, than that pru« 
dent pride which had fupportcd her, during 
Xhc girl's continuance in her apartment, for- 
sook her, and her heart, involuntarily, un« 
rierwcnt many foft fenfations. * Aks,' faid 
Ihe, * how little do we complaining mor- 

* tals conceive, how infinitely our feemingly 

* moft difagreeable things can be aggra- 

* vated ! Before I vifited Gloceflerlhire, I 

* believed myfclf completely unhappy, be* 
-ixaufejiddreflcci by SrirmB: who sva^highly 

* difguftful ta me -, but I have returned 

* doubly affiifted, as I now, too fenfibly, 

* perceive , I have not only that natural re^ 
Vpugnance to ftruggle with, but a tender 
-• inclination for an agreeable objeft fefub* 
f due. Why was Mr. Stevens fo engaging ? 

* or, rather, why did my heart become fo 

* fufceptiblc of his merit? Happily, a 

* frame fo weak as mine, will not fuftaia 

•fucb 
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* fiidh violent agitations; but will prove a 

* fcafonable relief, by its diflblution, for all 

* my fufferings/ In thefe refle<5lions did 
(he pafs the night, and received an early 
fummons from her father, to attend him in 
his chamber. Her flecplefs eye, and pallid 
cheek, at firfl. awakened all the parent in 
his heart, but he prudently fupprefTed the 
rifing tendverncfs, by fortifying bimfclf with 
the recolltftron of Mr. Peat's wealthy' al* 
liance; a confideration fufficient to bear 
down all oppofition, 

* Lucy,' faid the provident parent, * it is 

* amazing that you will, by your difobe- 
•- dicnce and obftinacy, render the fight of 

* you offcnfivc to an, hitherto, indulgent 

* and affedionate father. Which of us, I 

* befeech you, is to fubmit, you, or I ? 

* You have, at prefent, an opportunity of 

* making me and yourfelf happy ; unlcfs, 

* indeed, you arc fo attached to your 

* beggarly lover, as to be unmindful of 

* every advantage of that goad fortune^ 
f that now awaits you. I have, long fince, 

B 5 ' paffed 
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*pafl£dmy word to my friend, and- ex* 

* pea to be ehabled^tofoietk. vWhatl* 
faid he, railing his voice, * ihall a creature, 

* that owes its exiftence te nii, idiri? t# dif- 

* pute my will? But I will becaloS sind 

* infift upon your pofitive determination, 

* whether you will, or will not, nlarry Mr. 

* Peat, on Tfiurfday morning;*' * My dear 

* father,* returned mifs ShelBurne," *'only 

* three poor days ?* * I think,* interrupted 
the parent, * the girl's a niatural •, who, that 

* could fee' you at this moment, would fuf* 

* peft any other, than that I was fentenclng 

* you for execution ? Not a word taiote^* 
continued be, * Thurfday next i^ the day. 

* I fuppofe you mean to favour 6s witK 

* your conipany, by and by, in the dining- 
•* rooiTl.* So faymg, be left her, haff dead 
with terror and afflidtidtt. ' 

In order to relieve her mind from its ex- 
treme depreffion, (he had recourfe^to her 
pen ; and as Brighdey had an allufion to 
Mr/ Stevens, and lady Brighrley an imme- 
diate 
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diatc connexion with him» tac ftddrtfilcd 
the foHowiog finei to that worthy friend : 

* A^^^^*^» ^**" ^y Brightlcy, a 
' xIl ]aft farewtl, from that unhappy 
^ JLiacy Shdburnc you hare been pleafcd to 

^ iionor with yocrr friend&tp and counte- 

.^ nanoti Three ibort days is all the fpace 

* left between her and deftr^iftion. The 
'^ fentence is irrevocably pafled, and flie 

* forbidt by erery tye of filial duty, to call 
! the judge fcvcir. The moft agreeable 
Vperiod tOf Iver life was fpcnt in converfe 
^ with you^ a haf^inefs which (he muft 

* i^evcr more enjoy. What a felicity, com* 
f pared to her prelent fituation, would it 
^ liavebeen to her, to have flept the peace- 

* f ul deep of the grave* io tliat humble 
*fpotof which your ladylhip*s clofet win- 

* dow commands a view ! but (he is unwil- 

* iingly detained, on this argument of lifci 

* and, notwithftanding hcV apparent decays 
^ * Thurftiay next is allotted for a great 

* change in her mortal ft ate. That fatal day 
f Hie is to become, in appearance, a gay^ 

B 6 * though- 
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• 

* though, in reality, a mourning bride, as 
\her heart is incapable of that violence her 

* hand will undergo, nor can be united, by 
.* any human appointment, to the ^maa 

* chofen for -her. One chance Ihe has for 

* the recovery of her peace, .to which flic 

* looks forward with an eye of joyful expec- 
i tation ; that glad period once attained, 

* and (he will be beyond tlic reach of dif- 

* appointment, mifery, and affliftion : her 

* health will no. more be fubjeft to decay, 

* her mind to fetters. Until that happy 

* event takes place^ Ihe will never ceafe to 

* remember her lady Brightley with grati- 

* tude and afFeft'ion, nor forget to wiih that 

* felicity to her and her friends, wliich will 

* hereafter be incompatible with the breaft 
f of her obliged, 

* Lucy Shelburn£.* 

She had no fooner thrown tbefe incohe- 
rent felitences on paper, than her mind 
feemed in part difburdened of its weight ; 
ai\d, as (he was well convinced, that, by 
yielding to the prefent neceflity of her cir- 

cumftances. 
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cumftanccs^ (be fhould neither add to-, nor 

» 

diminiih, the calamity that threatened hcr^ 
Ihc determined, to comply with her father's 
humour, in every article, except the decifive 
one. She, therefore, prepared for appearing 
at dinner, and, on being informed it was 
upon table, entered the room,with her letter 
to lady Brightley, unfeaied, in her hand. She 
was above engaging in any chamber-maid 
cabals, or lowering herfclf by an improper 
confidence ; and as her letter might have 
been intercepted, if flie had even attempt 
ed a private conveyance of it, and perufed 
by her father, (he judged it beft to offer 
it voluntarily to him, not without fecret 
hopes of his declining the acceptance of it, 
*I have, fir,* faid (he, 'juft finifhed this 

* ftiort epiftle to lady Brightley, will you 

* pieafe to examine it ?\ Her franknefs had 

* the defired effcft ; for the fagacious Mr. 
Shelburne, from a perfuafion that the con- 
tents mult be unexceptionable, by his 
daughter's conduft, faid, he doubted not 
but it was proper, and permitted her to 

fcal, and difpatch it by a fervant then in 

waiting 
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waiting. Mr. Peat wks feasted atthe tabl^, 
and, on hcf entpance^ his q^es t\*inkldd. 
with lincommim l\rftre,'and' theihajbitiml 
contrstdfon <rf his brow was fdmewfrat re- 
hxtd. His curling «yr-brows, ©ncc cbcm 
black, though tiow party-cotoured by age,. 
were in vifiblc neat order,* and his hoary 
chin had be*n dttemly trimmed; h^ fuit 
i;ras new, fpotlefs, and eJegJtnt, and his 
fringW cravat judicioiifty difplaj^d; i 
fparkliog gem adorned his wilhercd finger^ 
aTid he might be allowed to make, for a 
m^h df ftvcnty, a- Very fcver^Jike uppAar- 
ance. MBs Shelburht was foall a jarigc 
as to difregard outfixl^, nor were aH tbe 
avtradions above-tn€«rtioncd, with her, in 
tbe fmallcft degree, #vaiKng. She was coa-i 
ccrned to fee old age i^ciidcrCTl irrcvereiiti 
by an afFeftatitm of youth ; and,- fbrg^t- 
ting his large poffcflions, thought it a hor- 
rid facrificc to be wedded to one who, in 
rcfpeCt of years, might have been her 

grandfather* 

• ♦ 

When 
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When the cloth was removody Mr. and. 
Mrs. Shetburne withdrew on variaus pre- 
tences, and left the ancient lover to entertain 
his miftreis. Mifs Shetburne was in that diC- 
poTition erf* mind which properly comes 
under the deoonMnation of tnfenfible, at 
kaft.with refpeft to (he obje^s aroiuid 
ber^ when a tboMght of Brigbtley occurred 
to her imagrnation, wbich contributed to 
Arengtben^ rather than abate, her ayerfiot^ 
to her antiquaited admirer* 



•« ( 



iAftor di.pnrfiMnd filence^ of fome mr* 
fltttcs oodtinuaace, Mr. f^cat vMituredi t(^ 
declare the great iatUfaftion sii& Shth 
Imsint^s Tttura gave hii», wicb a compli*? 
mental ^icrvatton tm the apparent ifr>> 
proireniciK of her health. ^ I qonfefs^' re* 
plied the young lady, * tiut the Glocefter* 
^ftire air has bad a happy <St& u^on 

* my conO:itution» but I have abuiidant 

* rcafon to apprehend, that 1 (hall foon lofe^ 

* in London^ the benefit I acquired in. that 

* country.* ^ Hope for the beft, mifs,* re* 
turned the enamoured banker.* * I have no 

• grounds 
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* grounds to flatter myfclf,' replied mils 
Shdburne, haftily, * with the prefcrvation 
' of what is intirely dependent upon my 

.' peace of mind, now that, the facrifice of 

* that peace is fixed without a profpeft of 

* repeal. Oh fir,' continued ftie, (yielding 
to the natural impulfe of her heart,.. un* 

mindful of the difagreeable confequence, 
fhould fhe be unfuccefsful; with a moft 
emphatic accent, * can you profefs a re- 

* gard for a poor dying creature, yet be 

* acccflary to precipitating her, fome days 

* before her appointed time, into, the laft 

* ftation of. mortality ? Jf you would be fo 
' generous as to decline all connexion with 

* a being, whofe diflblution is near at hand, 

* you would confer an unfpeakabk obliga- 

* tion on a not ungrateful heart, and render 

* the clofing fcene of that woman's life you 

* favour with your efleem and approbation, 

* mentally happy.* * Could I be perfuad- 

* cd, mifs,* returned the banker, • that to 
« leave you in your prefent wild (late, 

* would anfwer the purpofe you mention, 

* I certainly would defift 5 but, mifs, I am 

* too 
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too well acquainted with your heart, not 
to be convinced,* that a few days. would 
reconcile you to that dutiful conQdera*- 
tion a fhort ceremony would in title me 
to, from, you i cfpecially when yon re* 
flexed, that the happinefs of your father 
and mother is hinged upon it, as well as 
•your own future advantage.* * Tell me 
not of advantag^e,* replied the half frantip 
mifs Slielburnc* ^ what charms can wbrlfily 
advanta^csi' hayc^fcK-^ 'Cfea'«?£C- on the 
verge of the. grave? 6ut, iijf/ added Ihe^ 
rifing^ * it is unneceflary for you and I to 
have any farther converfation, as it is 
*. now beyond a doubt that we are top well 
acquainted- with each others private fen-^ 
timents 5 your perfecution of me will not 
I find ceafe, but with my exiftence, nor 
will my repugnance to every intcr- 
courfe with fo narrow and felfifh a 
mind as yours, ever be fubdued, uaiil 
that period.* She then, dropping a 
curtfy, hurried to her own apartment, to 
reflcdl, with heart-felt affliftion and mor- 
tification, on the part (he had unwarily 
adled, and its unhappy ill fuccefs. The 

antiquated 
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antiquated lover w«s changed almoft t« 
petrifadbn, by ha mi&Kk's behaviour, 
and, for feme time ft«d hietiorids, with 
hit eyes fixed upon that fabftantin) cloud, 
the door, that eclipfed his Juno. Unfor- 
tunately for mife Shdburnei her tnothtr 
joined Mr. Peat before his conftcmati&n 
had fubfided, and (to ufe her own expref- 
fion) read her daughter'* **ibbcdience In 
thediflitisfaAion of his countenance. • But, 

• fir,* added (he, • you ftiall be no . more 

• «*po&d to thefe tffagrccaWe rebulft. If 

• you continue wBiiig to teceivc the per- 

• verfe creature's hand", oh the Jday appoint- 

• ed, I will engage Ihe fiiai! beftow it, with- 

• out prafticing any more of her ronrantic 

• and ridiculous fenctes.* 

• 

• * Madatn/ returned Mr. Peat, *I am 

• infinitely indebted to your kin'dnefs and 
' * civllrty, it docs, indeed, in a confider. 

•'able degree, compenfate the ungehtccl 

• treatment I liave juft met with from your 
*• ••daughter,' and I nevcrthelefs profefs my- 

• fclf willing to adhere to my primitive en- 

* gagement. 
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•-* gagement, of becoming toqi^s^ and my 

* friend's fonhin-law, provided you can 

* cStA it ; as I am fbpenor 10 a .breach 
^ of contraft/ Mrs. Shelburnc eactoUed 
the generoGty of this old lorer, and left 
him» with a relblution of frightening her 
daughter into a compliance, fince every 
periuafive R)i^tbod bad proved tncffeftual. 
With this good pi»rpofe of heard flie fol* 
lowed her to her chamber, but found her 
in a condkion that required affiftance, in- 

, (lead of the har(h ufage (he had iocefided 
her. This young, lady had ju(l( been able 
to reach her s^partment before fiie was 
feized with a conyulfive attack, under the 
violent opmtion of which (he laboured at 
her mother's entrance. The fliockkig 
change this occafioned in the daughter's 
countenance, furpriied this, othecwiie^ un« 

* feeling mother, in an uncommon manner, 

and put htr qisite off her guard. She ran, 

wildly, into the compring-houfe, to her 

faufband, crying aloud, that Lucy was 

dying ! the agonies of death were upon 

htr 1 

This 
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This really affedionate, though wrong- 
headed, father, with diftraftion in his 
looks, flew to fave and aflifl:, as he nowr 
called her, his dear child and only comfort. 
This laft cxpreflion, though cafually drop- 
ped, and extorted by the moft afili6ting 
apprehcnfions, was, neverthelefs, treafured 
up in refentful remembrance, by his af- 
fronted confort. He no fooner beheld the 
'ravage, mifs Shclburne's dreadful diforder 
had made in her fine features, than he.be* 
xame quite outrageous, accufcd his wife 
and Mr. Peat of being thecaufe of this dif- 
after, and execrated his own fqll^ and weak- 
neCs, in thus facrificing his darling child to 
the ill-timed affedion of the. one, and am* 
bition of the other. His own inclination for 
accumulating was forgotten at thisjundure^ 
and it was fome relief, to^ the compunc* 
tion he felc, to divide, or rather caft the 
chief weight of thofe faulty proceedings, by 
which this misfortune was derived, upon 
his wife and partner. He took one of his 
daughter's hands, which he retained with 
difficulty, and calling repeatedly upon hen, 

declared 
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declared, that (he had no farther violence 
to apprehend with refpedl to ^r. Peat. 

* I do, my dear Lucy,* faid he, * difclaim 

* my former intention, nor will I ever again 

* attempt to conftrain your inclinations.* 
However foothing this declaration, mifs 
Shclburnc was incapable of experiencing 
ks efficacy. And notwithftandihg ftteiiad 
every means imaginable ufed, for her re- 
covery, (he continued in'a melanclioly con- 
dition for two' days. Her. pHyfician was 
of opinion, that her face would remain dif- 
torted, if ftie was even reftored to her 
reafon, and faid her nerves would be ren^' 
dered fo weak and relaxed by the fcverity 
of the diftempcr, as to be liable, on every 
little furprife and vexation, to a rclapfe. Mrs. 
Shelburne's countenance flamed withunper- 
ccived heat and refcntment, for the flight- 
ing fpeech her hufband had let drop, for the 
firft eight and forty hours of her daugh- 
ter's illnefs J but when her difordcr began, 
to abate, her hufband enquired, with unaf- 
fefted folicitude, into, the caufe of her dif- 

content, which gave her an opportunity, 

not* 
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* btlievc will be, glad tidtiigs, to that^ 

* worthy friend. Herfithcrhas, happHy,' 
^ facrificed the wi(h of his heart to fave his,* 

* othervvife, irrecoverable child from diflb- 
^ lurion, and continues all tendernefs and 

* indulg^ce. To the South cyf France, 

* my dear lady Brfghdey, is Lucy Shel- 

* burne <leftined, as the only means of re- 

* covering that health, fo lately blafted in 
^ Lombard-ftreet, which (he derived from 

* the Brightley air. Were there a poflibi- 

* lity of meeting at Montpelier, that vene- 
rable building, the vifiting of which was 
the highefl fatisfaftion (he enjoyed, in 
Glocefterfhire, (he would not hefitate to 
undertake the journ^ey. But as, in this 
age, miracles . are ceafed, (he would 
gladly leave that hpfpitable dwelling, to 
adorn the village it belongs, would but 
the inhabitants take up their abode, for 
a(hortfpace, in a foreign clin>e. , The 
lure of friend(hip is infinitely more attrac- 
tive in fome hearty than others, or rather 
obje<5ls are uneiqually meritorious. SucU 
an intimation from a. lady Brightley, 

* * would 
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operate like irtagtfc with Lucy 
^'^hd^unie, was ihe at liberty to purfue 
^*ber owft iticlmation ^ but, alas, fhe de-^ 
•Ypaifs of fuccefs, even were (he to ufe 
^ itrong and pathetic Iblicitations for fuch 
•a happy cbndefcenfion. Tiiis, however, 

• Ae muft be bold to afjirm, that her lady- 
^ fliip^ company and converfation would 
^mitigate her pain, and be of more avail 

• lo her than ten phy ficians. The honour 
*of a letter 'would be highly acceptable, 
*to her lady (hip's moft obliged, 

Lucy Shelburns. 

' Lady Brightley had no fooner perufed 
this epiillle, than (he communicated the 
cbntcntsto her fon and Mr. Stevens. Sir 
"V^ilHam fighed at the riicntion of a coun- 
try he had long, though fecrctly, wiflied 
to vifit, which her ladyftiip fcnfibly per- 
ceived, but fufFered to pafs unnoticed, 
and in a Ihort time after, retired to her 
clbfet. The baronet and his frjend re- 
mained filent from, in fomc degree, fimilar 
rrfleftions. France, indeed, had the larg- 
VoL. II. C > eft 



eft ftxfxti of £r ¥GIluMn> dK)^^!^^ «i^ 
Sbdborq^ tbak of.. Mc» '^eprcos^ J^f^i^ 
Bqghtle/ ha^ cafTied--tlie ^ifioftitis^coiiii-. 
df ratiop xif the yidcace (he ipipqf^-iq^- 
her fon, ia deuioipg^ fahn. ia (lot re-^ 
mpte.Goroeritf.therWQiJdy into her redrc^^- 
ment* .Some copcdBxt^ ot^ her jli^e, her^ 
gc^q^JpcT?^ of hcaf t iLggf Oct},; w^, flo?r a??- . 
ccQagr^ ia return forhis-fteady^. ao4. ahnq^ - 
uoftfecedeat^iedy cotpf^liaDce, for fo xnaQj^- 
ye«f s, WftH her pariicuiarity . of humour^ 
Sl^e l{ad been, abroad, in her yoitfb^ aad> 
w^s 4>o itranger to the xnaohers, cuftom3« 
and language of France and Italy^ and /he 
v(|k$ half, inclined to conquer her. dtfinclina* 
tion for trayellingt. tp gratify the nfvrlf. 
dijfcovcred dejfire .of her foa's heai^.. The 
in9rft(hQ rcfldftcd upon the fclf?de|»^ Jb^ • 
hjid lb Jong pjaSifcd, th« more, ihe, thought . 
k incumbent oq her to oblige bin^in turn# ^ 
and (he W4? furprifed at her, hitherto, in* . 
ienfibility^ and inattention in this particu- 
lar. The opinion of Mr, Finch wa? alws^ys ^ 
dccifiye with her ladyihi^, and (he ., deter- . 
fniaed to confult him upon the prefent oc- ; 
CiHon* This good, man heard h^r lady- 

fliip's 



'fliij/S declaration wfth pleafitre, and left * 
naelAnfg urtfttd to •encourage and prdmote 
hiHrdbiatbnT ••* IP my forttinc,' liid tbi«; 
geWfltttiati, *tra« ri6r fo limited, and I* 

* ^buld'ihake off this Incumberance/ caft» ' 
irigun eye upon his wooden (lump, * both 
'•I'and^Mrt, Pineh would be of your party; 

* blit "thouglif that it impoffible, we wfl, 
^ Itiimagthatian, attend you, in conjunc- 
f- \\on with bur warmeft wifhes for your 

* happind^ atid entertain ment. But, ladjr ' 

* Brightley,' continued this gentleman, * I 

* h'avt oh* condition to propofe, which I' 

* hope you will* chcarfully comply with, 

* 6T I Ihair repent the difintcrefted advice I 

* havegiren you. I miift nor have Brightley . 

* deibrted, except upon this occafion. I 

* confefir^ I am not without apprihenfxonst • 

* that when once you hav^ emerged into- 
•life, this peaceful fpot will beforgotton' 

* by you/ *I aflurfc you,* returned iadfi 
Brightley, fmiling) * your dauifo is u{)ne-*'' 

* neceflary, for I am of opinion, I (hall figh 

* ih ftcret/'ftem the tirtic of quitting cHy ' 

* retiremeiiti until T am reltofed to it^ as< 

C a it 
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gpi=g «w Biaicr,;2i. J Lacy 
in this confukatiocy and mac ooft 
£blj uirpnJcdy am hrr ladyfli^'s Goaunu- 
nkating ba nnczpedsd iatcodcML Sr 
Wiiliaai's jof was ^iatxy ckpided in his • 
coanieiianGCy bat he foood his G^wcflions 
inadcqiiale to Ihs tcnlatioiis. Mr. SiOFeos's 
ikis£idicMi vas alb jcd by a luiking and 
poverfol apprcbenfion his heart oiicrtaiii* 
ed^ of ot^&ions being made to his accom- 
paoying 0r WiUooi, b; che friods j^f aaUfi 
Sbdburfie» which, however, pixivcd to be 
grouodlefs and unneceflary. Lady Brig^- 
ky difpatched a letter, of iatcUigence to ^ 
mtfs Sbelbtime, of.the.refidution (be had ' 
takeDf and begged an immodiate .anfwer» ^ 
to inform ber^ they fiiould join company > 
bcforie the commeocemeot of their jour^ - 
ney, or their meeting to be deferred until ' 
their arrival in the French dominions. 

Thk leOeiv. che. tranrported mifs She!- - 
biunc put into the hand$ of her father, ^ 

and" 



aod intieatcd his'fpeedy detcrfnlrtatiort. 
«¥du fee the honour, iir/ faid (he, •'lady* 
'•Bfighclty offfcrs nVe, of taking me iindftr 

* het proteclion-, can yon, my dear fir; 
^ have any objedJon ?' ' Not in the lead, 

* my child,' returned this foftened parent, 

* her ladyfhip win, I hope, contribute to 

* keep up 'yoiir fplHts,' by ^vhich trtWHi ' 
•Alonie' y6u ^^'\\\ be able to perJWrti fhi^" 
'^ ncccflkry journey.' Mrs. Shribiihie w>4f 
too deeply ■ engaged by pfcparatroi^i fVf ] 
gewgaws and finery, in order to httihrilv'-'^ 
irtg.an-elcgaint figore InaFrench&fl^mbly; I 
itaattentd CO any othsr particulars, 'and hrr - 
(diflikc to Mr. Stevens was intfirely forgo*- : 
ten b^ her, infomiich that his cooipany ' 
T)ccamc-pcrfeaiy TiigpWe'in bcr fight, fronv^ 

tbeconfidafatioiiiof the lieceOky fhe^nvigiM^' 
be reduced to in a ftrange counCryV'it^'flie'' 
had not a polite, wcU-lrod young* feliow,^ 
to fquire her to publick places. "-t, 

Whilft the trifling preliminaries were ad- 
juftirig in Loinbard>^ftrett, Udf Brt^hilef s 
mind underwent fomerepugnaM |Mii%s/fi!Kr ^ 

C 3 the 
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the tirtie of their d^paruif c from her anci- 
ent ^bcde appro^hed^ and had flie «iot 
been fupported by Mn Finch, herrefohtts 
had ended in her iibn^s dflaippomimdDr. 
Mr. Shelbume was To folicitourtoprionotc 
liis daUghtef^s happitie&i; to pwv^nt the 
* mi$fortufie of becoiitiag t:bildle&^. tiiatihe 
orrofce a letter of j polite iloidtatio Am kd>r 
Bri^htldy, to mttke his Innife JMahittme^ 
during her. continuance iaJLondon^ ^which 
her lady (hip as politely declined, as a^ lodg- 
ings for thefcw iday^ ihe pnlfiofod^Aay:- 
-ing» i»tt- faMiMeb.Q^tteaU^ coidter^.^tfiwa 
m nmciuable aitcK^Da ibfti ii«d iH>i^m vd 
ior bis wife. 

The parting Iwcween Mrs. Ftach ,v& 
h^r Jadyfhip,' was very a&diiig» cnprodid 
'the niehuitehdly tif tfae'bd: vtfeWTitjaE.-for 
ttmt>y mrIes,*ttuC'ber eoofideratafl^ fr^tober 
ion's repofe, at laft di(pelled.iii€) chagrin 
ibe had contraded, and ihe became berfelf 
again* They, iiiv due titpe^ .arrived l&fe 
in^ixNidon, s^ithout j^y remltl^a^ki iid- 
ventm-e or cccurmme^ tftflid utt& S^V 

burne 



^#{n1te Was fooh iohvinced, thattfae pfeieoce 
f^tMt. SceVem was 9^ dOSentml a rcftorative 
>to her pfcace €f ^ mifod and tranquility, as 
*che air of NIontiJdicr could polBbly be for 
"her • bodHy health. They embarked with 
'a fiivotiraWe wind at Dover, and were 
'fliordy Rafted uy the. >GalHc fliore^ where 
^Wt wiH IcstVe thcul to ptnrfile their journcyt 
^atid 6ncie itiart revifit the forlorn inbabi- 
'tatttsof-Brigbtlcyr 

. lAs Mrs, Siaughter aod Mrs. Finch 
-^^WQfrc not upoa .nmghbourly ti^tns^. the 
1t?me"hok^ b^Vy; iMth tbc kftHmemi* 
dned lady ^and her 1iufband» *% fotne 
fliort period, after lady Brightley's de- 
parture; Mr. Scapleton would ofterr look 
'in upon thcAi, and Ument the yo!vi^ng g{(n- 
'tleman^ bfs, is he w« the, only yputi^^he 
*eould have wt&ed to beftow hi^Cai^olinfe 
•and. fortuna upon. Mr. Finch flatteicd 
*iiitn that hennight return with a difengag- 
ed heart, and, undoubtedly,} wouldreceivc 
'Mo fmall improvement* firopd) an> fcxtcn- 
'five obferv^cion of meaaod thingSi But 
^the old man would Ihake bis head, and 

C 4 fay. 



4^ , Each S-ex ly - 

fay, he was fufficienily sKJcoiispUftied. ^^ 
his. girt, if ^hip ^^f^iff^/jmW hf^h^^ 
omitted,: and .tlvit .hue- fcM6cl/ hs / i?J0«I4 
never live to fee hiin-r^fifm^,,J^t-]^w<^4 
add, upon this occafioh, * I hope you will 
' give me leave, ia fuch ^ cafe^^.to rgpom- 

* mend the poor girl to y-ouir parcy. aac} 

* that I tnay depcfid upcHj .y<QW - frif n#y 
/ endeavours to proi??^^ thU dcj^^ pt^^y 

* heart, if agreeable. to ajl .partieSj^ Mj. 
Finch promifed with a Bncefe intention 
orpcrforming, to efpoufc tjje youfig^asiiy's 
jcaufe, as he bdi.cyed he -flipt^ld, .-b^' iUc^j^/Ji 
procedure, qblig^ l^y. J3right^c^^:>nd ^^e 
inltrumental tp the ,youi>jg ..pepplp's fcji- 

C'lty. • ,- y • ,1 

I «. ' . J 

m 

Mifs. Forte fi^ue, .as her (hynefs wgr^e off, 
became very.agr^ccablexoiBpany, Af}|J, aflex 

one fortnight, had :elapfed of ^nftant view- 
ing, at Mr. Finch's, (he fupplied, ^y her 
innocent convcrfation and visracityvj in a 
.great degree, the lofs they had ^fuftain^ 
of their much valued friends. During 
tiM period of tranquility, the old gentlc- 

maa 
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^ali wis* tftktfn olt by a dcca J' of nature, 
^tfd podr fftifs Portefcuekft, until the age 
^f <w*rity^Ottei ifttircly- dependant upon 
*er ayarltS^us'fethtr.- * -' ' 

I . ■ . I • , * - • • • 

' This was fa^from Mr. StaplctoVs inten- 
tion, m the latter part of his life, but he 
"had poftponed'the alteratioh of his will, 
lintil he Wais depHvcd of the capaaty of 
idoing iti a proof of the folly and impro- 
priety of procrafti nation in fuch an import 
taftt affair. Mr. Finch acquainted Mr. ?or- 
tjeffcue* by letter, of his father-inlaxv's de^ 
■ ceafe, who received the news with gladnefs •* 
and, in order to avoid expeace, begged 
the favour of Mr. Finch to give dircftiois 
for his' decent interment at Brightley, 
pleading bufinefs as an excufe for his non- 
Attendance.' A^ td Caroline, hcTaid, he 
fefi it in^ her own option cither to return 
immediately to London,* or fintfh the fum- 
mer in the country. The latter of which 
rfftfarnatives WW her chokJe. ' ' ' ' 
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.uppn her imag^na^on^- jlti j^as^ iilb {^ 0|^ 
. nion, . the .higheft ao^moa ,t;Q *f;y;|ie4tihi$ 

approjt^atipny ,a%-wj^|fc ;h?r coi|k} Jipprbv^ 
.niuft . bc.Jftfle inferiQreto;rp^cfefh«^ ,iip 
: ivas. . a ,ilrai>ger . tQ vai|i(];i and ;i^fifadflttp«^- 
. ajiil . though U T might, yfich tsmih^bpr Mt^ 

fimpli^ity ^qd tocKkfty#!MM9'e alkhdria^^v 
. a^d beautiy all: h^r ^il^a:;^9^etitfaeiifiaA ^^ 

w^r y as 4yc9mJS*dbi fl^^i w>>wl?ife»4fi 

he was unequal to the t^^ited foficc.of.j^ih 
aflifted.xia^r^ai^gienpiQq^rurlh. . /> 






Thcg4^od;huTOouiffd:Mr*/Ewidh, aad.i^ 
amiablje partner, tenjoy^d fctriprocal fatifr 
faction froai beholding the; obj^fl; of tbeit 
.UAitcd afFedlionSs mature iaeviery valuabje 
iiCCoaiplilligaD^nc* :He would fr^ueatly mfs.nr 
tiop,. wit}>.^fri€ftdly vafoii^h, .the /Vkerit of 
the you(\g baro^^ti; &n4 the gneat qugilitlf^s 
afid f bilit;\cs of. his friend, and regret thejr 
ai^fenpe; Atoj;ic of thefe ) undmres he iun^ 
lupkUy.^cofiampmcated the engagement he 
vfip xiti^itgi pipcaotG, .ajod the ardenir widi 

he .fs^mmtd io effi:.ifl^ ' a^ Vn'i^i -J^etwe^^rj 

, .1 mifs 



ftaify Forcefcue and the hm of Brightlef , 
The yo^ng lady fpeaking, exchanged a look 
wrchc]^ cifMknyVihKAs! eyes ioToluntaritif 
tddt tboidwiaoqt fal^cme's* twhilft bis fa^ 
thtr janrado^lfeiabGjW wounding declaratiQa 
.la.vayi'didnh^ ende^oar t6 fupprefs the 
aitgDiih.c£du» heart/ add ^aa too late coiy* 
. ^MQai^owrf9§\^\Q is tt^oWf aid, when fum^ 

nfi»Md^JMt'i9 pMren^y burtoerafe, a tenC- 

.detifripre{fioQ#<^^lHremaiiling part of th« 

.cveniog ^««Q^ tddi^ps, the cpnvirratioh 

diftafteful, and the hour ofTeriremtnr, iti 

,his imaginauon, advanced by heavy, flovtr 

degrcfs. Every ifaotshy of his foul was 

,furpend6d, or, rather^ engrtf&d; by one 

objcft-, hi» eye beheld nought but mift 

JForcefcue, his ear could admit no btheV 

/ound than her voice. His atteDtfoil; his 

rifleftions Kia every thought, hoWcvcrdf^ 

Tcftpd, or, at .• firft employed, retui-ncd id ' 

the conteqfipl^ti^n t>f iier atone, in fpite of 

-aUJbis efforts to. nhe contrary. .When htf 

hfd attained, that folitary ftate he had for 

(ofgiG hows JcJoficed^ infteadof finding thiit 

....... J ' ' n««Jy 
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li'rt^iy aggravated ^«il ikeftufed: ''SMtOj/f 

^^ynm^^^\M hks/t^ icmgk^d ^thik I; f hk 

f ri«6 (Hilte^b^tinent^ ahd behifil a'Vafi^ 
^«^^a^eftbld wofrten With tw^keni in<fif«* 

n^eiff^d^9sdU)it^ Should 'be refen^ fi^'ifab 

f^lhas ^eilgaged ^My aftaehmnK^'^; kidi^ 
^'^ntkbtyj amiabk, bot'alfe«ltd» li$( a dy>^ 
^ Ing i^renr, fdr a happier youth, i^hofe in- 

* tdf ^' -is' ^fpoiifed^by my <mn wvcred ^ 
**ther. Iris beft for fnei:a^nake art Ikk 
'' nomkhh retircat, and erideavour to bfe, 

* itt the duties of my profeffion, a renrem^ 
"^ braMeof this too lovdy mifs Fortefcucw 
>*: I wH wfttc^ to^morrbW) ^to nry colond^ 
f^and defitt iiim to^ IcfftimcfiHi 0te 'uiyini^ 

^ idiacely W i^wti> by ^v^ich^ftepv^ aJone,- 1 
*fiialll)eeBal4ca'tote^i«:to^aietadyv fhf 

* ifath^r, andimy <ywh chztiGt&cf The n«* 
tiay after thk heroic fefofetion, 'he ftrad *i 
#a^3e|5t:>lt^ ^ppo^t^Aifty «df eht^fekiifl^ 

triaSf Ftartefette, jipai^ Yeom aH otRcrcdinl 
;'> '^ pany. 



fPy; This ywng^ady k^f$(BH tU pc#. 
iccidiiUig mght ftt hU-fadKr^s, Md had occ^ 
dQcUi n> so to^ifwrmer Jfriiiifo»*»riofQaiir^aft 
ibe h0A htfOi^itStti. ' Thii ym* the i^oy 
JMHiing Mr- rffiMb htid illMfVM tQ d^t- 
vCMeiio^dRg to hJ9:«plpQel for tjie pM^- 
jj^ aWcfMr^tionedi fbuc^ oa bi< £ither*« 
jrtppafiflg his- att«odM4e «a tb<» ywvg 

4»ouUy forgotles i * audi ii^cwichftaBdiog ii^ 
wa^, nH>ft uiuitivftiOfiabA/^ mtidcd (o ^ 
r4rpuiacior> of an obedient aod dutiful fats 
^t k woul4ilwy e be^ evifkat, to the iiK>ft 
jQpmrnon obiecy^r^ .tl^tr be was particularly 

ibon this occafuK). Thei young lady ao* 
ctpj(ed his CQinpaoy, without, the aflt^d 
parade qf oppofitioa> acknowledging Her* 
ialf obliged ^ .him, witHoiic atcempting 
aOiafolQgy £9fr giyiing hifn the tmubk* iier 
|itde> hear^t was mpltte with Uwk&imH 
livhicb ibe had opt- the leaft pooqn of CMt 
ces^ing.^ Mr. Fi>><^h perceived^, oc imsgined 
jfc^ pfrGetve4^. this enconftlg^ approba* 
li(9n», Mdfelt ao ui^uiml ielf-conftquenf^e^ 
Whw fJvtf Jud got ;f)cajr of i49:.|atbei^a 

houfe 



houfiViia gsird(*n, thc^yeahie Wttflin V^ 
Hof Brightfcy-haH, at the light bf » wliiiA a 
rrc\ebneai8n'dcc\wea .>i»»il6l-i^'hjk:^ 

^^e'lnlCi^^ a figh thitMrfbdped^ tih^r- 

^tleman, Wi* an €m<itf6h»he^^d*awbf. 
Ita to- Wipfittfe, ^ toVJfiti^ Very lft*^W*Bllly, 
Sttthat aiifeKide d^^felHri^/ ^t^ffilrey^jftnifif^ 

^i-etifrncdthe ^iHJg la^, * Votf hate^bcfeh 
^ ihifinformcd, for I'hever yet'havc bebetd 
/^Ifc^iftfid^^yf «iat hatorcation/ ^ tsf^iiaafto. 

;^l*teg >4n-Ws <<!heefe/ bM-^thc i^ttie)m- 
4itlflfn€e^^ his fdrh^V's* declaration ctoming 
4(rrdfiihim, be addedy with altered looks 
•^nd'ateent) * ydu were intimate with lady 
'♦ Btighltey, and' chcyotmg'-barotieti' not-- 
ti^iihlkridf ngiJ'^'^ I fead^ihe pfeafure'^f fee- 
<»• iWgtfte^kMy a^id gentkmanyou hientibn,* 
Implied rtllfe*Fbr«efcue, ' the firil day I ^f- 
* «¥ed • aC'-Brightley, at your fath^r^s.* 
^yAridutno' cn}Mf timt y interrogated Mr. 
dRnch. .'»^ Noibthor, Mpfoif' my hmor^^ re- 
"luriicd the inaoctnt^hU ' But ^tkfj^-^^Mtd 
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^e, f Qmid .you fufpcA tM c<mttwf.if 
K* J}4i/s,. Fprtcfcutr replied Mr..Finch| * I 
•/lfVfcr<Jy:bi^g jK^wrrpv^ for my impciv. 
,1 tiofi&cfi v~ thoug^b did you* kjx>w my o^o^ 
t u\^^,. for. . bflif^ . cbiis inqjoUitive, » I fear 
;. you would not be iaclioed t^ pardon me. 
A,Bk{$jfM^\h\A^mi(^ F^ortilfcue, . "; wh^xao 
.•yQ^TOWWv? >50i^i»^ill/reaU3Jj|#>,i»akf Ric 
•?rP(W(yrtin»Ws yftu. explain* yourfclf/ f,0 

«^ a: i^rin^ I Qugbt .n«t . tp bav^ touched 
.f up(Wy I fhould, froDiinanyconfideraiioni* 
^* bs^vjo reft wined my curioGry, 'a^yiQW 
f I fortune :plaQeiil you .no Lefs beyood/it^y 
/ reach, than . my father's intention, twith 
^refpfifb lotthe Jiappy baronet. . Yet I will 
:/^ presume to declare, that fir Williaili 
/ Brightley^ cannot be mone fenfible of y^ut 
.S mtcitb .ai\d innate perfe£lion$i iban I am, 
> thopgh profp^rity, apd tb« attainment rf 
5 your affe|(ftions, will be. the Jot of libie 
^one, parrow circumftd^ce9»iand thekecft 
/ moriificatipn of lofifi^ what be niuift ever 
»*cfteefl»t the portion of the^^ther.r iii^rfi 
inbred modefty^ feakd the * tips ^ftfn^ ui» 
... inftrufted 



4Aen^flie fmuMmmi i(»tth€*ttUiU^ 
hpr^ pn fectrnying: the gemle j^scm^ntfofi 
'im dxjprtflkuis had exd^ed an ^^.^^mdrir 
Jbrsflftt Theditk&U«Ath«raAmwiNfer 

4lierib?«r began /toirositteitev frdm cfat^foft 
voM^icm :hri$ 1 1 cteoltfattm < badv^af^Mnill^ 

ttdiitfhet w^by (iio )iiliaft«;i»cHdett2lt t^ hct. 
^^^Ir&Ki'i faeen.boTDift -batonec/ rcifuimd .thtr 
70i«c^;.gendfinittii. Vor wics. mjrp^itiiinA' 
^tnfacritaiicey ought :bcfideA;:dic 'isiakiabit^ 

tf\my prftenfiflDsumoU mbriief d^GMfite- 
^MnoaS faf 11B& Eomfistpc's^afxionds^ inft. 
f jxn aMiaooe ?Mill^ . undMbix^^: bet fought 
.Hbr^bcrvftifUble in Hilgntiy^o^thdb ei^-^ 
^ psA8Rio»6) her ^ fol^ge poflefffi^itils ; indtk ^ 
^her to>, •n©^^^*ould^ the poor prelbikfier 

e ito^brow-befttiligs^f theWddtchjr, 
jjfleere -hid tfS^ion^ hd^MVer 
f unexceptionable his origin.* *' Afti^,'?'^fttid 
liic gentie cmfs Fonefi:ae> whh a le^k ojf 
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liireetTpeffplesityi < the ftroiM of ibrtone 

^(tiavtvfob ike poSfE^ un* 

^faibmu to the . paratfol indi^nt : Air 

'^'(«mly, « ^ater caniiot Ixjfbutkd in the 

'^' tmiagae of kaiQan ilk, «hm a difiinion 

"^-of ImiiuandfeDtscneAts, in chofe beings 

r^'i9fh0kin93.wie CMk in one inevitabirhit. 

:^'!nie iUidqr:! hanre cacptnenced in die 

vi^comfsiayiaikliiauiveifiadon of ycur^good 

. ^ oM^ther, has its SMroein she fim^Mdeof 

.*^.oiir dt^iofiiMOti .her wi(heBf 'henindifln- 

1^ timsy & petfoftlf .xcmuide ivith -mine, 

sfn$bu 'ilk roonplyhig' wkhnhor hu^nuri I 

^ieotnelydbUovmy airsir;I.oani.fhMitliM 

^ iingle ioftance, fenm a tooienfihlejiiig^ « 

-r^iBieot jof ' themdiejpfiinc& can mgoiuaotis 

^ mind omflL ettdiim tfi an lOf^&M ftace,, 

t^wbeoeieves;: coQC^lQoa !#oiidd iheeorifi* 

)M(acdM^jL^vit4ciMe^? eycrjttionplieliOQ-re* 

l^fiMgiimC (9' ti^e^wUl I ftre«ible:hiK «> 

* ^ c|ijn^ho»$rR)]r peace wfould he. ^ooaded^ 

* waa I MiPpeUed to.dwell even vith }BMr 

:>.:mocher^mi)Qfi gieh •dtfiignceable 
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Farmer Jobnfon, having taken bis rounds 

amongft his labourers in the field, was re^' 

turning home, through apath adjoLoing w 

' that the lovers bad takcn^^ and .which .wsas/ 

divided only by. a hedge of hawthorn } a. 

, voice unexpeftedly faluting his .ear, be 

(lopped, and looked on every fideinxirdcr ; 

fo difcover whence it proceeded. The or-, 

hamental; part of ihe captain's. coat glitter^ 

kig with uncommon luftre, the fon-beami 

-darting dircftly upon it, fooh attraftcd hrs 

obTervation •, and the filly lout, by making 

Ihimfelf uhfeafonably vjfib}e» became a mor*^ 

. tifyihg Interruption to their cony crlation . 

• * O Jmifs,' faid the ho»eft farmer, * I had a 

• letter from London, yefterd^y, from your 

• father, mighty full of queftions con^efif- 

• ing your health an^ happinqfs, hc^ agoQ^J . 
-* gentleman I'll be anfwerable, and-alovr.i 

• • ing ftther, for^he fays, he can^ no longer 
t* live Without you, and begs the favour, that 
^ is bis honor's humble word to me^ to fee 

• • you fafe to that jgreat place whi^h I npvcr 

• did fee in all my born days, but (bal],>((>^ 
f fervc you, go to it now in my old age,* 

^ ' t This 
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irhh fiews^ was equally unwelcome to this 
gentle parr, but as the farmer continued, 
plodding on only a few pac^s before chiemj*. 
Mr. Fineh was too prudent to mention the 
concern he' felt, left he (hould not only be- 
triiiy the ferret of his heart to his neigh- . 
bour,' biit have it betrayed to more impor- ^ 
tatit ears. He indulged •the pleafing 
thbught, as they moved on in filent medi- • 
tation, that mifs Fortefcue would be re- • 
moved by this fummons of her father, ac 
an equal diftanbe from the baronet as him- ; 
fclf, and His owir father releafed from the • 
obK^attoh of promoting the c'aufcof that \ 
tremendous youth, as the lady would then 
be under the immediate' dire£lion and dif-* ' 
pofitipn of a fuperior power. * On their ar-.^ ^ 
rival stt the ■ hbufe iof Mr.' Johnfon, 'mifs ', 
impatiently rati over the contents of. her ', 
letter, and found, by her father*s inapor- ; 
tiinity, that ^er toy in Glpcefterlhire > 
muft be Ihort. There was np oppofing • 
this dfre comihahd, notwFthdanding the 
feve#e confftraint heV cpmpliance with it, 

would lay upon her inclinadoD. Some 

tears 



testn* inwluHtaritj^ forced tNeir' puflag^/ 
ivlnch Ihbiplaudrito Mi'SV'FlfickVafcdoirfitVr^ 
asecriiqparadomrfTOin lioi^^diild be^frArok^) ^ 
ibflfaid^ibe w»onabfe}to^ft»m «'Bwt^ ' 

* 4nd it been formed faid^ (b«, ^ nevei'^to 

^ faaye expcmnced her iliinoft • ^MlUirti^ ^ 
** indulgence^ thaiD tobt^ fo fodd^I}) letii 
^ from it foDcvfer; To the tare of nty fk^ 
** ther'ft houic:^ keeper : fliatt. 1 again be. " 
'^ e^mmitted^ who i$ farfmm btvtngtbe 
^ natural feeUfigs el tend«raeft. She is wi» 
^ qmkfic^d; for every ta0s, but domeftie; 

* drudgery^, botht byiclie )rerarjHty lof .her 

^ difpoficion^ axxL imnt of education, ]so(' ' 

* flie mufi be my cQnftai)t» my only cash* 

* paoion,. and/fupply to the feofihle^ the.:^ 
^ wdjUbredt andeng^g^ng.chara&ecii youc. 

^ mother invariably fills with t&gntqr ami ^^ 
^.eafe. To what purpofe has my mind 

* been enlat^d^ but like tbe know^ledgt, 

* impartod to the firft female, by the fatal 

* forbidden apple, to perceive^ my-own ig>i • 

* nora^oce, and ^he^infofficicmy ofnChain: 

* woman's capacity^ VB^th whooit h. ^f«ft*/ ' 
f^vecdwelll* 

•And 



If Aadittm^ rm& Portefctie/ ftid Mk * 

^iwro#i«ldl}('9lBrA I fqciit^'tnf CDipSy . 
** innho^tquatten are nocifar fBmniJ>hd6nf' 
^«io((:I never pidbmc^M enquire' after' 
^ licff heakh^ M)r i)T«fit9» ^perbiipsi wenUd' 
^ <|gSMKl^{<a$l<iitiii>imitBW notbe.ldng' 

^ cmoe&led* frem^ tbe |)emsbMion of Mr/ 
^ Sonefcue. Mf tcoder 'fdkitude wcokl 
-* toecray* me •, nop could I'preferve the * 
^tHM^l 'behaviour of a'cdrntAon acquamt-' 
* tnc^i glowing las-myhfeart now" does, 
^i«{kk «fl%€Kobate;rer]^eft. iiiftruft\ me; ' 
^ deiir mifi* CaroKne, to bear this ev41 
^ wkh fortitude^ and bard though the letf- 
^ An wiil1)e if jroa wilh condeftend'to^be 
^ 111)11 tbacher^i wiltftotoriljr Ichre but adopt 
f Jour •picceptS';\ ' - * ^ ;.: -^ »,: 
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"^I^fir^ am but iH qualiBed ibr inftrde- 
• Am/ fighed^ tbc' lovdj mift Carol iue; 
^-efpecialiy where fubmilfiofl and' refigha* * 
^ ntatkin ^re levanting. They krt virtues I 
^efan hardly boaft ih common with my 
f ipccies, andconfeft that T never tiibre, 

• than 
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* .than '-oh the jprefeht occafion» ^x)d Tft 
•;nced of their fupport. Yow irtother, your 
*, valuable mother, fir,. recura continually' 
*.upon my mind, and convinces me, that I ' 
*-am both a weak and a frail being, uni* 

* iequai to triab, unequal to 'misfortune. 
*Bur if you pl^afe, we willdweU nolong- ' 

* er on fuch dif^reeable themes.' 'I am ' 
« not,'.faid Mr. Finch, * fo* far. matter of 
•*jnyfelf, as to forbear nfakjng a per- - 
*fiaps ungenerous ufc of the happy op-* 

* portunity.now given me, of learning my » 

* deftiny.. I am impelled by that uncdn- ^ 

* qucrable affcftio/i, by which n>y heart Is 
*. infer nied, to in treat you to tell me, what 
*jny future expeiSlatipns muft'be.. I am ^ 
*^bov.c the mean, c.ontemptr|>}c;: artifice, ' 

* of engaging you into anypfhei; ccpnet; 

* tion with my prefent circumftanccs, than 

* juft giving me hope-, if Icould but"flatter 

* myfelf that I am not difagreeable to* joU, ' 
. * my greateft, my moft dreadful difficulty, * 

* would be furmounted.* * If that fatisfac* * 
*tion will fccurc your peace,' returned ^ 
the innocent maid/ * be aflured, that yoo > 

• arc 
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^McdBtr^ Mcy far/ from being diffiked by 
'•:inc.' ** Think mc not encroachiag, my 
'^.dcar mifs Fortcfcue/ faid the captain, 
'^ only add, that I tetve nothing to appre- 
^ bend on Cr William Brightley's account, 

* and I will ptefume no farther/ * My 

* knowledge/ replied xnMs Fortefcuc, * df 
"* that gentleman, is infufficitnt to bias me 
^ in hiis favour ^ nor do I believe he could 

* have obtained my approbation, by evea 

* the mdft uninterrupted afTiduity. 1 Ihall 

* never, in all probability, bdholdhim more, 

* nor do I wi(h fo to do.* • Ic is enough;* 
^d Mr. Finch, 1 will be fatisfied witk 

* your unprecedented goodncfs, and flatter 

* myfelf, that you will be reduced, thereby, 

* to beftow a kind thought, upon a nian 

* who will never ceafc to remember you 
*• in the moft rcfpcftful manner.* 

, They were now within fight of Mr. 
Finch's habitation, and perceived the be- 
nevolent mafter watching their return, 
Wifs . Fortefcue burft into tears, upon en* 
tering the parlour, totheaftoailhmentand 
Vot/II. D con- 
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concern of thofe good friends, who hc-» 
fought her^ tenderly^ to inform tbem, to 
what caufc.tbfey fliould ^fcribe ber pneafi^ 
nefs. * I am almoft aihajncd^ my. dear 
' madam/ faid mifs . .Caroline, * to con- 

* fcfs, that it is owing to a fummons I 

* have received from ray father to return 

* immediately to London. It has, cer- 
/ tainly, an unnatural appearance, to even 
*.wi(h to remain from under his pro- 
^ te£tion and countenance, but you, I 

* know, would cxcufe me, if you could 

* conceive the life of obfcurity and foli^ 

* tude, to which I fball.be configned, notr 

* withftanding my abode will be in the 

* great metropolis.* 

Mrs. Finch was fincerdy aflfeded by this 
intelligence, and, for the firft time, was 
heard to complain. * Our fatisfadions, my 
' dear,' faid ftie, addreffing her hu(ba:nd, 
' I think have of late, dropped off in quick 

* fucceflions, and when our Frank is oblig- 

* cd to leave us, this village, which a few 
^ months ago, could boait a polite and 

* ami- 



* amicable focicty, will become an aU 

< mod dreary uninhabited wafte, and our 

* aniufcments will, I fear, lofc their for- 
« mcr power of pleafing/ • You arc a 
« wicked murmurer,' replied Mr. Finch, 
fmiling, * for have we not yet an amiable 

* pair left amonglt us i As for this good 

* child/ continued he, ' I am only furprif- 

* cd we have ib long enjoyed her company, 
t and hope (he . will have np reafon to 

* regret a change of (ituation, which (he 

* might hourly expeft. I have a notion, 

< her father begins to think her marriage- 
^ able, and has got fome fwain in his eye. 

* What fay you, Caroline, are you willing 

* to obey your father's command in fuch a 

* cafe ?* • I hope fir,* returned mifs For* 
tcfcue, * my father will not require an imi» 

* plicit obedience from me, but cohdefcend, 

* in fome meafure, to confult my inclina- 

* tions, in an affair of fuch importance/ 

* Heyday/ replied Mr. Finch, * what new 

* fanglcd notions . arc thefe ? What, woul4 ' 

* a girl in hanging- flecves, be confulted iti 

* the choice of a hulband ?• ^ Sir/ returi^ 

Da cd 
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«d tiilft Portefcuc, ^ithfomewsfrmtli^'^^ 
^ I tarn too young tochufe, B aitltM yotffi^ 
' to be <:hofen ; that is a mvxim^ liaire eveci 

• adopted, and wrll ever •maintain/ ^O- 

• bravt/T^id the jocotc"Mr. Finch, ^ you 

* will ctftainly run reftive on yourifeflwr^' 

* hands, "he had beCter commit you tonu^ 
^^managemem.* ^ By 'fiich Und of good^ 
humoured me«:hod<3, 'did 'thfc' worthy man' 

. hideat^Or to divert hfs'wJfeami^er'liftlle 
fHend, but without futccsfii, the ^tc«ces v£ 
ibrrow were vifible Jn cadh of -their conn* 
umtictn, and deep furrbWB ^ert made da 
ihc young captain's heatt. 

The time 4Xf ^hervdeparture ^a|>]nN>ached 
jflpace, aad-tfie &rmer itiade'hi» sippeaMMe 
mounted and'b^lied, 6s on aibrn^erfOGca^ 
^on, for *her coRTeyanec :to meet the 
Hage, "bitfore^Qie'COtikl provail up^n iifftr- 
*felf to-makc any'^repafratidn. Hcrctotftes 
Hi^e^ then packed-up in'hufte, and ibcilaib 
iftdiea ipoken in^brokenand-pmcipicate ac- 
^esols^ The lov«f £ittended hh mi(kre& ^to 
*ti»e %D/ «itl Wftffifd 'ike arrival of chat 

coach 



mak\k ^iah i«a& to. coavcy: her from, his 

fight, perhaps for ever, with an« agii^ted- 

bcart, and put her into it^ with an affile- 

oiaa ti^oibftg fbo utxcramcc* Ua ftood uf on 

aa. exsiinenccr uotil. cyco the. cloud of diuA 

%ias. ^iiffitfed that the caxriage radf^d, aoc} 

tJQiirn JcturMd.iKiib.a.fokain dejeded pAce^ 

ttHMCompaokdy fa/c Uy a fiiople plpugji* 

bo^y utua the hojilb of hia £aiher»- lAx^ 

£inch fooa pergBived that bia fon w^ 

caught by his liaclfi ^v(>urit«» and .fccretljf 

r-goacedy. from that obfervation, at her re* 

movaK He confidered ber a$. fuperior. in 

fortune to whatever a child of his coul4 

expe£t,. and was far fronj imaginings that 

(be had floade fo deep an impreffion upon 

h)$ naturaUy gay vglacik difpofitign, as ihc 

had- ia reality iione. 

Mf, Fortefcue received her with kind* 
oefs, and' joined with Rebecca^ in - ac* 
knowledging, that (he was. much improve 
ed. * Caroline/ laid he, * I fliajl to mor- 
* row have company to dinoer, I therefbre 
^ charge you to drefs to the bel^t advaa^ 

D 3 tagc, 
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* tage, as they are at prdent; rfrabgeiS 

* to you/ 

The apartment allotted for this yoang' 
lady was in partnerfliip with Mrs; Rebec- 
ca, which Was an extreme mortification to 
mifs Fortefcue, as Ihe was fenfibleflse 
would not only prove a ipy upon her afti- 
ons, but interrupt, by her impertinent and 
unmeaning chat, many an agreeable reflec- 
tion fhe fliould wifh to indulge. 

No fboner did the light dawn in upon 
this indefatigable domeftic, than (he arofe 
to prepare, for the grand entertainment, 
her mafter had ordered, and which was 
fubmitted to her direftion and manage- 
ment, without controul. At eight o*d6ck 
fhe difturbed her young lady, notwithftand- 
ing the fatigue of her journey, to aflift her 
in, or at Icaft, be a fpeftator of, her notable 
performance. The kitchen was the place 
appointed for her breakfafting, in whicH 
repaft Mrs. Rebecca was a participater. 
The old farmer was gone out, under the 

condu6t 
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^conduft of a raw lad, het father's foot- boy, 
to fee the Monument and the Lions, the 
only things, he faid, he had my curiofity 
about. Down fat this young lady with 
great diflatisfaAion, to the ordinary table, 
provided for the occafion, and was fup- 
plied with ordinary tea, and butter of the 
ranked: kind. Her palate had. long been 
difufcd to fuch unpleafant Savours, nor 
would her tender ftomach diged the un- 
wholefome food. Her heart underwent 
the fevereft pangs, at this profpe<5k of 
wretchedness, nor did Ihe conceive, it pof- 
fiible (he could ever again be inured to it. 
She was not unmindful of her father^s 
commands, with refpeft to her perfonal 
adornment, and made, as fhe was wont, a 

•w very pretty, elegant appearance. At two 
o'clock^ the rap of confequence denoted 
the arrival of the grand vifitants, which 
proved to be an elderly lame gentleman, 
his lady, a mafculine, morofe, hapghty look* 
ing woman, a young flirting, plain girl, 
his daughter, and afribblKh youth of eigh- 
teen or twenty, his fon and heir. Mr, 

D 4 For- 



gd EAtsii Sfix tw 

tcfcue's wig of cmiacttce: adwwetf fifsr 
brows, which feldom faw tfcc; lij|Rt bur c»» 
dkrk occafions in Wcftminfter-balU Hejtr- 
ceived . his very good fri«ind$ wkh the air 
of a- cpurtief^ and taking His dwgfator bj( 
ftte h^d^ pnifeirced hn m them fbveratl]^ 
vnder the appdlatloiT of the ghi hebai^ 
mcmioned. Mrs. Macphcrfon,. tJie nsimc 
of th s family of noblcf Md ancieiSf ddbcnir 
in th« Norths faid; the young lady hail 
tea much of the peafant in her councev 
iiance, but. p^Mbly tb^ m^lw .w«af a^ 
by a Tew months continuatice in the toynf 
air". Mii^ caft abufnd^nce of rape?({ici0U0 
gla^ice^ ae hei^ but d4<i nm cood^femd t<l 
honor her by a vcrhat notice.. Whe yodithv 
l^ared ac hier wich the confideBor o£ a 
bivm-'builj^, and the old gentleman) gaw 
he\i^ atfc^ irt^ tljc whole vilii:, a». figpifican« 
nod. Mi& Fortefcue, wae vaftly puazhfdf 
to whaV caufe t^ impuce theiiP fbange be^ 
haviokir, bun ihe wa;s obliged to trufl: to 
time &>r the unra^^lingof thefe unaceoum-- 
able proceedings, as Rebecca* was^ as ck>reas 
rhe grave, and mifs's fpiric above applying 

•^ to 
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toiler for ioforiiuiion. The next tnorn* 
ing the &me dd gentleman tmbled to 
brcakfaft^ with her fether, Md Was Aim up 
femak hours v^ith him in private confer* 
ence. The refuh of which will be com- 
fni^mcaied to tlie reader in doe fta(bn. 

-' During thefc tranf^ftions, the travellers 
tnjoycd, in the gay fcencs of Paris, a con* 
ttnual fucceffion of plcafing amufcments. 
The airy politcnefs, the parade of com- 
pliment, and the propcnfity to gallantry, 
and uninterrupted mirth, that prevailed 
amongft this volatile, light-fed people, 
pleafc^d Mrs. Shelburnc beyond exprcflion. 
She entered into the fpirit of the country, 
and, becaufc the natives were unrefervedi 
fee threv^ off aH reftraint, and painted 
patched, and coquetted with the beft of 
them. Mifs Shelburne was frequently hurt 
by her mother's imprudent Tallies*, both in 
eonveriation and conduct, but the invart* 
able eafe, decorum, and complarianc difpo^^ 
fition of lady Brightley, fupported her un- 
der, and by degrees diCpclleJ^ the chagrin 

D 5 her 
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ance became the moft gPUHhl UrhtrtA 

the whole twcmy^^kmTj aA4 fl^e- rwcn^f^d 

their devoirs ind a^ulaerM* tl^tnow |^W*» 

fare than her dttly bread. Thef IrpMMl^ 

congratuhted dtemiel^es or thm'ic^^ijf^ 

and doabted ni>t bur they were lH tlMpMuii 
load CO* receiving aoc or%: perfonaly htfi 

pecuniary, fair^ctrs, froin< this im|)Ol^fli^ 

xUher ace Engltfliwoma^* She ixipfd iJie, 

bappiM& of behrg indmiu^ far a long 

tiime, iH^^^^edf 1^ her daughtctt »i4 
the reft of the p^tf^ tnA w^idtaut ^ pfi* 
vky of^tty ofire, &ve the plia»t ymimeid^ 
whofe fricndty oflbrs rniii Shdl^nK^f 
prudencQ rejcfled, tboiigh in the greasefr 
extremity. 

It happened, inoft onfortumtriy^ ooe 
morfifingi that Mrs« Shelbume^ iotendif^ 
t0 favimr each with a private i&cerview^ at 
tifoat, fcfr waf>i of doe attention ill tb« 
homt of appdnimcnt) Mr. Frifeitf waa 
furprifed by hh compcticor at the feet of 
his Ungniihing beauty, oSecwg up the 
gjrateful incenie oi flutery to this b^nigio^ 

deity. 
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4at)r. The pratotttf Idwr arofi^ and dafi^^ 
€A ft rwa^gnftA giaiNe «rihe uDfettfomblt 
ItfiMdvry wfeoj recArmug if in kimi,; tn« 
atteWiriBMfi fadmckid^ nMcb tffing vtrf 
biglaf, ^ length alaraMd tady Bri^Mkfr 
taMft ^] burner amt t Jto yoiifig g ct i i>t t nc<i » 
who inrftamly f c|Niired to the ftene of aftiom 
'Wrapotts thejr bad nciie^ eithtf oflTeofiye or 
ddbnfttcy except tbofe bceupicd in their 
fireral profeSbftd, which they^ had hand^ 
}ed» doring^ tiketr verbal fmfy mth to much 
deanenif , chat, before tbc joung gemlemefl 
could interpofe, the room was beftrewed 
with the • forctops, bags, and mcrcury- 
Wingft of the futkiCMi opponents; The 
appearance of fo masjr genfeel ptrfons, 
S£feoncerced the combatants^ and inftanta* 
neouffy coofed their courage, they picked 
up therr drafted ofrmrnrnts, aniib'etTdea* 
VMrred to make a retreat a la tnadt dii 
Franfots, bn« fir W^IKam^ with a poHtenefii 
tftity EngliAi, prefnn^ fo deui^ thefir 
gentlemen, in or^r fOf be inlDriMd of tht 
merits of > theh* proceedhigi ; but indin^^ 
01^ enquhyi h^m Iteiie their exaUmnatioA 

would 
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would redound to the honor of- Mrs. Shcti 
burne, and in order to ipare mifs as mucb 
mortification as pofffible, he rang for aferuf 
viam to (hew chem the door, a grace he 
thought beneath the dignity of his own 
charafter. This adventure, as it could 
not be concealed, induced them to leave 
Paris abruptly, to avoid the ridicule, one 
li^^on^an's ^ly and indifcredon would diaw^ 
upon them all. Mrs* Sbelburne was fuf-? 
ficientiy punifhed by this{ftep, and re* 
mained fullen during a whole two daysi 
journey/ 

Regular hours, light regLaien, and in 
general, hearts eafe, contributed to reftore 
to health and chearfulneis, the delicate 
mifs Luoy Shelburae, whole min4 was no 
k& tender th^ her conftitution. Mr. 
Scevens enjoyed the fatisfadion of hereon^ 
verfatrbn, without rdtraint^ and was h^r 
cooftant companion^ when confined by in- 
dt%ofition, difmclination for vifiting, or 
oiTiCr fatigue^ Frkadlhip, in the moft dilP^ 
sitareiited;andextenfiycfeaf6> they fcrvpled- 
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. not to acknowledge for. each other, Ihv 
difclaioE^d the power of the blind, but 
unerring archer ; notwithQandiog this felf- 
dec^Cf their hearts were irreparably crans« 
£yed by the keeneft arrow in his quiver. 

After our little company had vifited fe» 
ycral provinces of note, fubjeft to the 
Grande Monarque, they took the route to 
Italy V where fir William was as much dsfla** 
ttsfied at the inacceflfiblenefa of the fair It»* 
lians, as he had been difgufted, by the 
other extreme, in their ndghbours the 
French. The love of his own country was 
Hill predominant, and the cuftoms thereof 
revered by him. * There, only, Stevens,* 
he would fay, * is mediocrity pradiled ; 

* there, only, h a proper intcrcourfe of the 
^ rpecies ; our femfales are aa free from Ga.k 

* lie folly and levity, as they defervedly eiw 
'joy an exemption from Italic reft rain t« 
^ How finely are our laws calculated for 
'their advantage, as well as oursl their 

* grievances redrefied, and their liberty un« 

5 infringed[ The parent does not afliime 

the 



^ efce tmitarttfTid aothomf of bfnrrjring thsrar 
^ children to a wretcisc^ n^micry, to wsflEc^ 

* that cxiftencc, undefircd by chcfc off* 

* fpring, amd conferred upoh dienir wkli- 

* out their cotrfent, tBcnret^ to prevent the 
*redu6tion of the family cftate by too 
^ ma^ny fteih,. and papetoate tbe ilh»iln>us 

* folif of an airy marqiii of eomtc Afy^ 
^ heart/ he ^tocdd add,.*^ fttfTctaim ils^ft- 
^ Voar3l^i«q3a!efiionx}f.jNmr TiAer, norlhiiA^ 
^fte be kjftg uAvi&ttd^ vbra I return to tof 

* endeared native fotL Ow ann^ vytnjlii 

* ha^r been »nf urn iflied witb; ma»y 9oUe 

* pages, had we^ adopted the faJiqifc hrrt,-, 
'* as then no Elbsabeih' wtndd hatp^e^ graceti' 
"• ifac Englifli throne/ 

They made a Ibnger ftay 01 Ro^fflf and Ve^ 
nicd, than at any other taphoV ; the baronet^ 
being particularly critical in hb obCbrv^tlon-s 
on the anciqutdes of the one, a:nd the beau- 
ties of cheothen The churches, the rubious 
flrofttrcs, the 'aloioft ammated^^erform- 
aiures of tbe feveral mafters in fcolpture, and 
tbe' iniofiitable paintings of a Raphael,, a 
^kianj a GuidO) and other incomparable 
« artifts^ 



grti&9 ahernately eng^d hit inteqCei $4^ 
ii3irauaa*» nor didl mei^ manners^ and.tiM 
^£uUar policj!^ of e^IiiOonftitiHioor dc^pv; 
hink He was ufvuUjf quick in his percept 
tipn, of die juftice, a« of (^e iUcgi^ir^ o^ 

mMgr'of tdwr.cftabliilittdaft^ botdeC. 
pjitifm WM evmr intcgngikblih. wtA .faift 
ilntitmqtts* mA mpfmbiMn. Can it bo 
aigietfable tcv equity^, he wouU rayi» that # 
pi^^ince, boweM« wtak^ tyrannic, ov ilifau^ 
sn£(n, iboald -bt inmflmL with aiidioritgi 
dver, i}ot only. tl». propeny, bua lives of 
Iw fubje&s ? iiall a- man Jbecointt obno»* 
ioua,, mei?ely ftooa opukneo oit pafmlanty^ 
«y bis:difglea(ure.S Shall l|i» lifir be qpcpofed 
tm the banit}'. and: raocinwLapprehnfiantf 
cf'hciny .torn- frcnat- bi^finil^ impnifiNivd 
and tortured) . even to deaths ta gratify tho 
malice, ambition or avarice, of that fovc- 
fdgav Mfiha is boKwd by ceyery oye of can- 
dottit and" honoue, ta be bis protpfhir i H 
B king l^tfto be coAfi^ered as the father of 
kia people, ia not qbe deAn»£)lio» of hi% 
childrea^ m a^Uon np^ lefs (cpugnant t9> 
Hature; tbaio baQUii|it)y ? The flave iii^.tb^^ 

miner 
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pQinful t9 hiim» Sqcb ^CM^fM^tim Iks^-Mc-' 
Finchi lie hod ooc foun4 m a fai«i|pp«iSf cs^ 
aaf denocmiiaMpnsk fiws k^ va|iiaM^ a<!&m«l9 
m the wifie Qf th»« afn«iMa' ftiep^ ^: pro^ 

panng. h^. Mm* r«iaawrkia witji tlMt woctby 

»wn«-. ... 

Ofli tfcifi frmndljr part/a antixaL al tiul* 
Hague, thejr^ece nietlb|r aii.GttgHlbpiir 

ani le^y oee member of thei(; coiwimoUjK< 
Ml Stevens was agreeably furprlfed witlu 
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"* Y'^ -^ coitfd canfider richcB asthcTcwari 

* JL tjf the Juft, notwhttftancKng they arc 
^ tiiffdfbd, by the ill-wife diftributw, rndi^l 

* rritninatdy i«rn all men -5 I flibtild invite 

* you tOTCtOrn^'to receive the tecompcncc 

* tif your liM piety, and patient refigna- 
^ *tiOn to the ' 'difpfcHratidns of pf ovidencel 

* YouV grartdfttlier, my child, is ho more, 
^ and hM been profufc m his provilion for 
-•yDUr 'fiftirand you, in his lilt ihoments, 
^ Chough he fo Ibng denied you* a bare fub- 

* fiftcnce1)efore. It is impoBible'for me to 
^ tdl you the large poFelTions you may now 

caU your own, as the phteandVJewels you ' 
are intided to are of an immenfe_ valucj 

* *rhe ^ftate bequeathed you is three thou- 

* fand pounds a year, and, to your fifter, 
*' efgh€een;dioa&iid ^pomnk'. I Si\tcr my- 
< kKtimthfhilVhivc the happinefs to finfi 
^inny cchtldren as-ikr from a blameable ek- 
Mioain their prdfperity, ^kithf^y have hap- 

* pily 
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* TtKir aSrcfcssrc naodicr, 

• M. Stevens.' • 

Mn Stercns's countenance plainly indi- 
cated the picafure he derived froni the con- 
of his mother's letter, inibmucb, that 
Sghjg lady Brightlcy faid,-lhe pre- 

fumed 
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fumed (he might give him joy'of ibme extra* 
ordinary pleafing event. ' I acknowledge,' 

* replied Mr. Stevens, * * I have caufe to rc- 
*joice, and have.a juftfenfe of your lady Ihip's 
^ grateful congratulations, but muft beg 

* to be excufed communicating the news I 

* have received, at this junfture. It is the 

* firft indulgence of fo ftrange, and, in ap- 

* pcarancc, abfurd, a nature, I have ever 

* wiflied to.be granted me •, but I will, here- 

* after, convince my friends, that reafbn, 

* not caprice, fuggefted this particular in- 

* clination/ ' We are,* returned lady Bright- 
ky, looking round, ' I dare believe all of 

* us .exempt from impertinent curiolity, 

* and, therefore, willingly (I take upon mc 

* to be the voice of the company) tolerate 

* you in your prefcnt humour, o% condition 

* that we are, one day, permitted to fhare 

* your happincfs, by a friendly fympathy/ 
Mr. Stevens bowed, with a grateful heart, 
and withdrew, in order to recoiled himfclf, 
his ideas having undergone a total difllpa- 
tion by his furprife and joy. The advcrfc 
ftrokcs «f fortune can be fupported even 

by 
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4>y the gr^wft fmncfe, tvfth tpbrt f^oprfcty 
'^nd ^ecoram than the ferttk^ a^ we it^ 
•by tfee latter tfcjroWn rtf ijAV guatctv thd 
^ave ifo tn^TSy ddrmarnt paffiims a^iifeened", 
which ittipel us to betray the 'Wcdc fitfe cf 
©ur diaratflers, and require the otmoft-cir- 
cixmrpsdlion to difcover, through tfae thick 
ftade of vanity and fetf-Iove, byM^hichtbey 
-oreifarrounded, as tMell as lefoltitiQii to re- 
^ftram tbtrtt^ mithki peoper :boQiids, and b 
4}nilQub6effiy the moft difficsdt iBific«of ]iu« 
-inantnaturr. * 

Mr. Stevcif^ had A check upon Ms ttttrt^ 
^^ort^j ihough it bad no olher fotindafi^on 
^ftian in his imagination, as4c ^^i^as notln tfie 
rpowier* df forttme to giw e bim felicity, »ufl* 
ile{^ m pestkipacbn ^itb mils Sbtdbwns. - 

In all -the private ^ intervieii^ be bad *ti^ 
ijbyed with tlmt 'young 4ady, >he bad n^^rer 
ri»ade her acqifainted wttii his fisntimeMS. 
^ -Honor and porerty had ictpirihitii fikfif, 
tbut how that he v^s, by a change of cit^ 
j^cumftaace, authoriMd, as it'W#e> to de- 
clare 



<dlftce ibis a&ftiofi frerijr, the dIAdcnce 

«Bd doubts ittfeparable from a pure and 

^fioceitefted pafllieib took pofleflion of his 

b^tu Should (be diflike biiB, (hould he be 

Tffuied, were apprehenfions that obtruded 
-themfclves i and it was feme time before he 

KTOuld Gpmpofc ihefe ievcral agkations. 



remembrance. of fir WilHam's prc- 
jadfce, with refpeft to Wis .lifter, was not 
fyr^ntn by him; -and -he, at laft, deter- 
i»iii«d totn^ge Mr. Fihtih^s affiftance ih 
•carrying a fchcn»e againft the baronet's 
heart into execution. Her family was by 
iifi meaos inferior to that young gemle- 
mad's, and tnlfs Stevens was, by her 
^gfaHdfother'a gcnetofrty, rendered fomc- 
M/hat worthy cf him in point of fortune ; 
^he, thefcfere, wrote to Mr. Finch, and; 
itfier infomnng ium of his grandfather's 
deaths introduced fir William's whimfical 
attachment to his filler, and begged the 
bfom of <tliac gentlennan to give the i)ftro* 
•Mt:asi^'Opp0rtimscy of feeing her, by invi^i' 
umg her tfo -fltrigjitley a few days before 
. Vo).. II. E tfacir 
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^;^e^. tefvrn» withouc mentioning. Iter oame 
Jfor a Ihpf/t perigd, .pi:, difcpvlcringj ^cf ci«- 
;CV!mftancq.i Xwbn>>uir^the.a)i?i^^ 
,-chanqe,/or,.t0| fpcak /i,>atfe unfalhianabi^, 
tthc ^irciftipn of providence, . 

Mr. Finch immediately .g^vc into tl^ 
.fcheme propofed by, Mr* Sccyeps,. and cq- 
4g^gqd the young. Udy*5 cpmp^tny^.piieviQus 
itp the meeting of his fiends, Mrs, Stevens 
herfclf declined the invitation, but moft 
willingly fent her daughter^ in compliance 
■jyith .ij:^e worthy officer's requeft. 

Mr, Stevens's heart was ftrongjy divir 
ded, between his defirc of praftifing a littje 
J^oncft artifice^ in order to difcoycr thc^.ba- 
ronet's real fentiments of .bis fiftqi; on, an 
interyiew* in the charadlcr of a- /ftrapg^, 
and declaring his long conoealed paQIoa 
for mifs Shclburne.. 

To part with that lady in London, his 
inclination for her unrevealed, and,.po/- 
biy, cxpoQng her to. applications, which 

(unen- 



I^Hfeengagtfd as he imagined her)Yhe might 
be irrduced to approve, was running a rilk 
of tbd grtat corifequcrice, not to caufe hlra 
the utriioA: perplexity. Lady Brightley 
agreeably relieved him from this fblidtude, 
by telling Mrs. Shelburne, that (he hoped 
ihifs Lticy'sfether would not make the icafl: 
ftcfltirtion t6 oblige her with her daugh'ter*s 
company for a few months, in'rcturn for 
the long journey Ihe had taken on her ac- 
tount. ' V 

> 

They (bon arrived fafe in LondbnJ and 
Mr. Shelburne profcfled himfelf under the 
higheft obligations to' lady Brightley,* for 
her kind care of his Lucy, and immedi- 
ately complied with her lady (hip^srcqucft, 
with refpeft to taking 'her* into Gloccfte'r- 
flrire. Mh Finch was apprifcdorthcir prb^ 
tecdmgs and intentions, by Mr.' Stcveijs, 
and went forth many miles to 'meet ihcm, 
in their return to the village, accompanied 
by all its inhabitants, except tlie curate 
and his lady. The countenance of each at- 
tending ruftic was enlightened Vith joy ur^ipi 

E 2 feignc<J, 
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fcighcd, for the fetum of tftisi#orthy k^js 
and her amfetMc fon. Mifs Stevens had 
been arrived at Mr. Finch'k only three da^s 
preceding Ais happy occifion, aVid accom- 
panied that gentleman ahd his lady ih thck 
friendly cxcurfion. 

/''■•■•' 

She wal5 drefied to the utmoft aavahtiifge 
ftiourning would admit oF, arid her com- 
plexion received additionali^eauty frdm the 
difmal contraft by which it was furrounded. 
lady Brightley was the firft wTio' perceived 
the affaSion ate cavalcade, and, onMr/^nd 
Mrs. Finches faiu ting her with fomie'dbHg- 
ing compliments, exprefled a grateful fur- 
prifc at tbi« unexpefted mark of their 
firiendlhip, and the attachment -of the vil- 
lagers. ^ We,' returned that gentleman, 

* congratulate ourfelvcs on thii happy re- 
Vpeopling our littfe retreat, as your ai'rrvdt 

• mil wftore that wonted felicity wc always 
f enjoyed m your prcfence.* 

•You. are very gallaot,* replied tady 

fciflfedey, frtiiUng, * but pray what ybung 

* kdy 
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•^ Wr M Uwit I fee r * Oh,' fold Mr. Finch, 
f h'l^r^Mtth friepd of (nine, whofe pierit, 
^|'flayttqr myfcUVwiJl equally recommend 
^ hj^r tp yoxir ladyibip's favQur an^ honour, 
*: I cao aiTure you, (he Ts extremely ambi^ 
^ cious of. Com« hither, my girl/ jconti* 
nued he,, addrciiing roifs Sceycns, ^ aod 

• fpeakfor yourfclf.* The young kdy ad- 
vanced* with a bctcQming modefty, and 
exchanged an aflfcftiqnate look v'iiih her 
beloved brother, who& fraternal emotions 
m^rc with difficulty, fupprefled; and, had 
.nQt the comipany'3 attention been drawn 

pff by other objefta, could not pofllbly h^ve 
ftfcaped thdr ohlervation. Lady Brightlcy 
iaid ic^eral polite thing) to mifs Stevens, 
§nd' then, addrpfTing Mr, Finch, ^ Tell 

* nxtf faid lhci • by what magic you have 
^ allured this third agreeable female to our 
^ obfcure village, and why I do not fee 
^ raifs Fortcfcue in thjs littk train ?* • We 
^ have loft that amiable girl/ replied Mrs, 
^inch, ^ fome time, and fb far are my af« 
^ ftdkions engaged by her, that I'^almoQ: 
5ccgrct her abfence as much as that. of my 

E J • own 
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• own child, who has been obliged, witfts 

• in thcfe laft two months, to rejoin hi^ 

• corps.* ' That is very unlucky,' faid fir 
"William, • I Was in hopes;' we ftiould have 

• reached Brightley before his departur-^/ 

• What! no memion of mifs Fortefcue 

• from you, fir kmght?'faid Mir. Finch, 
archly, ' and have the united charms of 
*^ybuth, beauty, and innocence,. been in* 

• Ttifficient to fubdue your infenfibility ?^ If 

• fo, I pronounce you invulnerable/ ** Mf 

• time for fighing is not yet come, fir,* re- 
turned tbe batoftet, * but I am fully jSer* 
^ ibaded,' nevmheleft, thit there is fuch'^i 

.' dhy m ft'ote W me.* The -coach* theii 
drove on to Mr; Finch's habitation^ where 
kH'the company alighted, and fpcnt thd 
evenirtg agreeably liogether. "Aniong btbief 
%nver^tioh^ it was debated, w^hethet i*5ft 
jShelburhe (hould make a vifit, or not, i^ 
"the airate*s. Tiic gentlemen ftrbngly opi 
pofedit^ from an opinion, that the treat* 
jtient that lady had received from her iaurif^ 
Uifiil'^her uttcle's paffiveacquiefcence, ftc 
' ' - ^iras, 






wts difcbarged from every dutiful and re- 

•Ipcftful tye. . 

•^ « ' 

» Th^ ladies fentiixients by- qo means- coiii^^ 
cided herein^as abroach of propriety in-Mr^^ 
and: Mrs. Slfiughjter, they .could not con* 
(kier as erv. aut^rity for a breach of duiy 
in mifs. 3helburne ; and thereior^ it was re* 
folved, by a majority, that (be (l^ould make 
m viGt. sbt^ the parfonage^ioufc the.^ext 
morning, 

• • ♦ 

» 

. Sir WiUiam b^re bat little part in 
this cQnverfatioo.'i The eleganpe of.miis 
Sceveos's manners^ her blooniin^ com« 
plexioni and ftriking refemblance of hi^ 
friend, engaging his whole attention. Had 
(be not appeared in. tt>6 gloomy trappipgf 
which cuftom enjoins-, for v.iving relations pp 
aiTume, in compliment to* the memory qf 
departed friends^ he would have challenged 
her as the undoubted fiftcr of his much 
cfteemed Frank; but the (fircumftancc of a 
fable habit puzzled b^irP) ^nd inclined him 
.pb.clicvc, that flie was brought to Bright- 

E 4 ley, 
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kfy afid eareffid whb fach pecufiar mark:s. 
of approbation, on the young' capf^iTs 
account; afnggefttoniby^no^tjaeandpfosifiog^ 
t0^ bim«^ He wai defiitws ci£ ienquirifTg.ftfcr 
Aaine and franly, but appt^nded thee 
raillery of Mr. Finoh, who, he iraS' df- 
fured, would impute bis coddBity tc^aif ifkr 
ur^fted accoiiAt» . . v.^ 

. '< •.• - ' ^ •- • ^ ' * 

.On their arrival at the baH^ the btfrotiee 
aikcd his friend abundance of qfieftieitaL 
concerning this . fair (Iranger, and added^. 
, ' I (hotiidr Franks ' han^e . tnlaUibly cphdvl- 
^ ded file- \vias a hear relation of yoars^ badi 
^ not her drefs been a conti^diftion to fucH^ 
* a eonjcfture.* Mr. Stevens attendee^, 
Wtb pfeafcrrc, to fir.WiWajn'a comncrfa-. 
riotv, mid flattered himfelf, that he pefv. 
chived ibrtw favootaWe fymptomsfot the 
ftfcceft oF his fchenie, in the young genttot 
titan's unaccuftomed fbhcitude, with regard, 
ro his fitter. ' There ir,* continued thje- 
baroneK * aa unconrmon finriKtudi; in you* 
•.ftatarfisi . and yotnr voices are» no lefs con^ 
f fooanti Surely it is atiid:ziQ§, that, ftrangei^, 
v ^ 5ftaul(i 
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:.^ fitoiftld liavc fi> ftrocrg a refemblance of. 
^e^idi otJior I* Perhaps, fir^' MBftomed Mf. 
.JSfieMifSv * the^likcnefs y^xx «ake Mfice^f, 
'^ between thai )roiang lady and me^ -may 
'^*cot£A alone in your imagination, nor may 
;f ilrike:lady Brigbcley or mifs Shelburne.* 
5,NowiI nccoUfift/ faid herladyfhip, * you 
^^ are miftakcn, I am quite of niy fan's opl- 
* nion i for, excepting the feminine foft- 
'^mcfs, and beauty of her conrtplexton, the 
«i faces areexadly the fame. Wha-t fay you, 
*^ mifs Lucy, do not you thjnk 6> ?* • your 
>:lady(hip's fentiments are mine,' wply'd 
;5Xkifs Sbd^borne^ ^ as wt\k on this, as >nu>ft 
••-othcrt)ccafions/ 

The €»nt moroin^'Rr Wiiliain made an 
coady yifit to Mr. Ftncfh, under the pre* 
•smoe cf' taikingicver foreign fise^ves; but 
ddist geBi$caian,,.a»iifuHy uomin):lftil of 4^ 
J^'di%vufi:9 dpdandcd, toSwhofe account 
ftie ibeuid.piaoe ibiunufual a favour, as the 
isotnpftfxy af Jif WiUiam :Brightiey ma, ^M 
^fv^P. 0*f tock ki : tbc!0)Oi«ung« aioavtesdisd^ 
by bis ihadow, Mr. Stcyj^tsf > ;;TJae ihaoo- 

. E 5 net 
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het Was vifibly difgoncertea by tnii abrupt: 
iriteh-ogative, and replied, he little expected. 
,fucfi &tt obfervaoon from' Mt/'^PiRclu. 
'* .'Guilty^ upon toy lionbur/'rctiirrf^^'ftic 
fafcctious gentleman; * the infallibfe marks, 
•of guilt are upon you. Co^ie^ come,. 

* confefs ; and I promife you (hall not find 

* much'difBcuIty iji' otitainihg abfoliittor)/ * 
*'T dp'confeis, ' fii-/ ' replied tir Wrlfiain,, 
*th^t I km' aftonilhedat your'bchavbili';. 

'* but you are very welcome to divert your- 

* feif at my expcnce/ 

'* * Serious' tobrrerurned Mr. Finch,^* tfik- 

* alone is confirmation, O* my word, tnb 

* little archer has been very dexterous.. 

* Well, and *how do you feel ? ' vcry^ ^^X/ 
^ lick r'poiir fir William!' * J^ am glad to 

* ftfe i^^iV'io^ me'rry, fir,* returned thebaro^ 
"nej('(tififtg> apparehtly mortified) * but as 

^ this difpofition but ill fiaits with the plea- 

* fiirc and improvement I promifed my felf 
•from your converfation, liwill wifli yoii 
"^ a good morning, and renew my vifit at. 

* fome other 'time.* 

f And 
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, , •And ciin yow leave me/ faid lyin Finch, 

* ,witljout the end .of your vlfitation's being 

* ao(Wer«4^ IwIJl ring for the ladiea, to 
f m^ke. you annends fpr^the mortification J[ 

* have given you,, and, if you behave well, 
** will be a generous confidant/ ' 

The ?j>terance of Mrs; Finch, apd mi(s 
Steveo^p prevented the baronet;^s reply, an;! 
the prefe^ice. of the lattf:r fopn difpcHcd the 
little chagrip he h*d contra^fl^d from Mr. 
Finch's unexpeftcd raillery, Ioi}H>rc,hc that 
morning gazed his heart away ; and, by the 
j>crfonal iajprjCfion pf fTi|fs ^cj^vens, wai the 
memory of* mifs Stevens erafcd, and hisdc- 
fire^ of viftting a certain cottage in Wife* 
(hire, totally obliterate. Xhe ladies -r^- 
^tiring to drefs for^dinnc^,, alqae fuggcji^cd 
the recollcdion of xhe time of day to him, 
and (jopftrairjcd hitn,, molt reluftantly, to 
return to his friends at the hall. Lovf, 
jhe irrefiftible, the all- prevalent, and all- 
mighty, ovcrfpread the baronet's benign 
countenance with a penfivc cafl, and, no 
lels involuntarily, *than inftantaneoufly, oc:-» 
"' E 6 cauoncd 
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t^Qoed a marveilotts cbaoge iir bis Sil^o 
fition. Hit volubific]?, nay^ .faia fdondfliif^ 
beoadBoe,. in a 'degroe, a/^&crificei/ftiB^dg^B. 
newl/ inured paffioii, / «. p -. vit li .L 

\ 

Mr; Stevens, bithertovtfhe ofleiUMl «g^ fais. 
bappinefsy without whofe participation^ 
Ki^hacevtr wa3 faLr^of gtaAcf^ .tx> tfre eye, 
pl^flfmg or airraftive fp. (h««»r^ rati<^ 
or etHcrtaiAiiig to ^« mind«[ were inciHii* 
pleat and difregatxied ; was now (bufined bjt* 
btm, with the fame iadiiftry be was worn 
t^ i^k ami folieic 1^^ ^impiAyli .aod the 
Cfivi(»».ie<Hifidera£iOD of. btft; happier l^t^ 
in unrefervcdly enjoying the coBYerfarion 
of the woman he admired, and free from 
tht unkind raillery bimfelf had fuftained^ 
ilf uck *doep into his heart. He made a (faort 
libnefi land immediately retired tohir 
aparttmnt. The leader lady Bri^tky waa 
alarmed at tbis.change» and befought Mr. 
Stevens to foHow her fon, and inforai 
bimfelf of the caufe of hts apparent imeafi* 

•■■'■ t Thi4 



^ This^ gmtlcmmL, £ir ffom coiicaTii^ 
that bis prdbnc^ mfttdd of leficsitig, wottld 
zf^ua/^tio^im Jriendh perpkxky^ aniiw< 
diately complied with hen ladffliip'f reu 
^ueft, and entered the byronftc's ftudy. with. 
bi& wonted tkmiliinty:. 

. Sh- ^Wiittam jH^fi^^ with a diibrderedd^ 
peift^iaiidien()«i}rc$d; if he brought a mejfu 
&SS from her Udy (hip ^ ConfmMided and 
aftontibed at thk recepitioo; Mr« Stcltens 
retrcacod fome few paces, aod, bowing low, 
iud, he would,, for the fbiune, rean«nybe«; 
that fir.WtUlam Bitighdey^s fevnemcnt^wai^ 
m be faoved« 

^Firaok/ feid ehc barontf, tmck bf 
bis behaviour, > can you Ibrgive mef I^am 
^ petttlant) unreafbMble, and, with itfp«^ 
*>ea my treatment of yoti, highly bktao^ 
^ able« j^^I am ill, ' tmcaiy, and* ^fehifnii^ 
^ cal, and beg ta be induced a fisw tno« 
* ments io^my awn thaiighiff»' an3>«till. 
^ wait upon my mother and you prelenij^/ 
Mr. Stevens retbrod without attempting to 
* jrcplyi 
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:mply, wounded in his.pride^ ihis a^^Ekv^ 
aiid friendihip- Unconfcious^ >a6e;he jira%| 
of every iatcrHioaal o6fenc€^;vn^fi5;y#ogfg^ 
to e<)C0UDter a clouded ^bwwi^JWljM!^ 
foNn^/as he hadialways fouiid ;fi^*«Wiltia^ 
in bis attacbnienc, . furprifcd, wprt^df 
Md (hocked him. He had heard t|iat lady 
^rightliy was fubjec^ iQrrfnf^fiQ,lioig^j^%r 
tacks, and began, oa rQBe£)|iaiv to tpit^ 
rather than condemn?, his altered friend, 
and feared' f6r hk imelk6ls,:tn ^greatra 
degree, as the baronet'a; goardt^s bad 
rO^i^e done for h^. kdyi&iip!i. Hc^^endc^ 

turned to the parlour^ to prevent this ^^ 
fcftiona^e mother's an j^iety being incrcafed, 
and determined to confult mifs.Sfaelboriie^ 
thc.firft opportunity, iawhat naanncr to 







Lady rBrightlcy. enquired, with fond ioF- 

lieitude, concerning her darling fon,;and 

^f . ^Stfsyens replied, that he did not inaa?- 

jgine the, young gentleman; was - pther^fc 

'^I,, than frf^m the fatigucc of ^hisJourn&ys> 

and 
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'mt&i r^lefs night he beard him mention 
he had paflbd^ and hoped a fow hours re- 
pofe vfrobld peifeftly rcftore him. Th>i^ 
eqtilvdcal aniVdr only half faiisfied tim 
gdod lady^s tender doubts and appreheit* 
•iioiiisi- and, finding herfelf difinclined far 
converfatlon^ (he retired alfo, begging (he 
rhiiglit be ittformcd when her ion returned 
to thcrr compafiir/ 

. So foon as her lady (hip was withdrawn^ 
IVIr* Stevens oomnvonicated his fears and 
obfervations to ius admired mifs SheU 
' burne, who wafr fincerely aflfedtedby them, 
ind joined her earned wither with Mr.-SteP 

m 

vens's, that Heaven would be. pleafcd to* 
Avert fo great a cakmicy ^ , ' - 

Mr. Stevens found his mind fa ibftened < 
' by. his friendly concern for the baronet, and 
mortified by the afFrontf he had received, 
as to*be unequal td the happy opp6rtunie|^ 
he cnjoyedj. of declaring his fchemcs ahti 
ifFcftion to'nlifsSheIburne,'^orro the longer 

concealment of thein% '^-I'am; mirfi[fef?i' fi% 

he. 
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ile, ' unUdfe to preferve a falfe character mt 

* your fight, if I hare your pc^-^nilT^rv. »• 

* reveal myfclf. How I havc^hjthertp clu? 
*^ded your penetration I know iu>r ^. but- 
*that ypyng female, now at Mr, Fincht% 
^is, in reality, my fifter, brought tbene 
*^ privately for a pofpofe I t^^iU explain to- 

jK)M,,if you will vo^iphfefe. ywf ,lWe;)fion/' 



c 

n 
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Mifs Sbelburne was no lefs fyrprifed ait,, 
than curious tokarn Mr, Stevens's motives- 
for fuch extraordinary behaviour, and^ 
therefore, lent a willing ear to his relation, 
^f the barQnet'3 imaginary approbation ofc 
that young lady, his grandfather's deceafe,. 
and <hc advancement of his own fiprtune* 

• Since you have, jnadam*' continued Mn 
Stevens, ' indulged me with fo large a fli^re- 
*.of your attcotiw regard,. I moft intreat 
^ ym to permit me to tcefpafsa iiuie longer 

• upon it, to tell a tale, which my cyc«, my. 

• ,a<5tioiiis, iave told ftlready/ Xhe coosrcu- 
(atioji now became intereftingj the lady, 
bly.(hcd, lc?o^jBd downward, b«t «t«in^tfidl 

;»ot the fmallpfl: if tcrruptipo. 

* From 



* • ^ Fi-om the flrft moment 1 beheld you>*' 
refumcd Mr. Stevens • you engaged my ut- 

* rnoft tender cpq(ideration. The various. 
*" turns or your, now happily, Aibdued. 
^ diforder, have as varioufly (hook my 

* peace and happinefs j but my honor,, pru?. 
^ * dence, and gcocrofity, ' compelled me to. 

* a paihfut filencc. ' Nbc that I. dr^w the- 
^ lead prefumptioa from my grand-father's. 

* favour, with rcfpedk to mlfs Shelburnc*s 

* heart, but as I flatter myftlf if I am not 

* fo mjferable as to be difapproved by her* 
*' it will be a fandion for me with her f)a- 

* i:ents, who have an undoubted right to 

* be coofulted on. fuch ao occafion/ Mlfa: 
Shelburne making no reply, * On you. 

* madam, alone my fate depends.^ for unj 
^ lefs you condefcend to encourage an ap-i 

* plication to your friends, Imuftgite'u^ 
•' my every expectation. Could 1 defcribc 
^ the feelings of my heart when, you were 
^ hurried to town on my account, and all 
*' that I endured, previous to your letter to. 

* lady Brightley, your compaffion at le^rt! 

i would be on my tide. But alas! mu(l t 

•expeft 
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^expeft aaly coQipaffionr from mif$ 
*burqe?* 

. ^ • . V • i . 

• Sir',, replied that ^rpiablc, yowng l#dyw 

* as L .defpife affedtation, apd, . perhaps^^; 
.^ llave heen,guilt}(^of ibinii lictle indifcre«-^ 
^ tions which put my approbatioa of you. 
*. beyond, a doubt, L ysjill dare. ». s^qjcaow^- v 
^ ledge, tl>at I am. not blia4:l^9. t^&iQ^i^' 
*^ of your cbarader^ he it your.parr to rc- 

* member, I have a father and a mother^ 
•'.a^^kd^ \t. ihall, be mine, not to be>«Jifob9-' 
\ d^l^tr to tb.eir fomtm^ or defiqi^^e^xiP^' 
^Sf^P(VHl9> to Mr« $iqvens> for the 0001^ 
^{dimept Jie pays me.' ^ KixHl mifs Shd« 
f burne,' returned the tranfported lover»> 
•your conduft is uniformly good, bencvp"*- 
^Ifitif and gracious ! M^y 1 then pre(umQ 
*■ to. ^ng^ge Udy Brigbtley, suad fir Wik 

* Uam> intereft?' ' I will rely upon Mr*- 
•Stevens's hopor and difcretion,* replied 
jpifs Shelburne, • for if I miftalce:iiim not^. 
•^he cannot be ungenerops, or cop[imit ^ 
^«PPJPPJi<^ty•' , 

DUrihs:: 



During thfe interview of the lovers, tha 
baronet was in a difagreeable fituation« 
He was fcrrfible he had- treated his* friend 
unworthily, and given parn to a heart he 
higMy eflectned. • Hov^ poor a figure*, 
feid- he, * dol make iti my own- eycr, for 
•^ nny ca^busj unreafbnable folly ! If it is! 
^love by which -I km' adtiated, to nrie it 

* proves S' ifkrriowd', not an enlargcr of the 

* mind.' '"What aP mean difpofition do I 
^ pcfiftfs to bcf capable- of fpurding a tried;' 

* approved, and valuable fjpiend ! but I wiif 
••inimedfately feekWth, and atone forrny* 
^ -fftfl? bcfhavfOur. ♦ Yet why,' refomed^H^,^ 
^'(hould ITufl^fan inclination for a ftrangiir' 
^ to fdbdue chat defire I hate fo long enter- 
*- tainfcd and fi:>tter^ Stevens with, thertt* 
*' edition bf becoming his brother ?fbr how- 
^ evfer amiable this ftr<inger; flie cannot excel. 
•^Hrs (iter. 1 will not, therefore^ yield to a. 

* foftnefs that will deprive me of the con- 
^ nexibn I have long promifed myfelf with art 
'^tinforrpttaje, defervingiamily, and whicft 

* my fortune enables me to rai(€fi)oiiVob*4. 
^fcurity.. Thi$ unknown lady, may, per-- 



i 

• thp gifts, of pcafpcpiy tp hcr,^jyijh ^^.jijb^' 

♦ ral b^d, but.c|ie.jpvcly miif Stewjgia. U- 
^ baniflbccl. polite focictyj^ fpr the ,pii}9yjw«»C' 
^'of which (hiC 'vi hq lefs jqplfficid l;^y nsH 
^ ture tbao ^efiu^j^n, "^ cpmpe^, tq* 
^find, thjaf rofvgp ji^ a qQt|igp» whicU a 
Vpa}^Q. jtnigbfc wJUt|OWt uj4ig«^^ 

^ her. JJo^'^.^dscJ hr,. ^. I wM Jbf j^ wd. 

* mi^Fi^ I am «0Mr«d o4 .%wl «Ji(^ br^ilhfv 

* vHq js; ^Qfm ifim I kpow jn9Jt iihewjiv^ 
\ wouki, perh^psi^ o^ry »y ikk «|i(l£qr« 
^taoc,^ whjUk &fi cniiftei»nfld. oiyperfiMW. 

^ form ? cAi» Her eyet ^«rk>lfe wiitk inr 
^AOfiefttt qiftick ieofiblKt^je^ ^o4 iiid)C«itOr 
■^3 puiC!».ii)gtopoiis:.iiurid, yetf/hr decekr 
^ fttl? iure it cannof fao-rAbitf thc»« nift 
^ Stevens— -in Ihort, 1 am txao much di& 
^ curbed to detertnioe any thlog* vid will 
^ feek^ diQi{iaciaa in the cpinpany of my 



"With -this inpefolutc fefidution he^flter* 
-l5d the parlour^ at a junfturc ^yfaen Mr^ 
^tesrefi^ and ttnk Shelbtirnc could hav^ 
difpenfed with his preftncfc. Thty, ifiever- 
tbelcfs, bore 'this interruptjon with become 
ihgi'efigQatioh, us they found, wUh plea* 
iufe, that <he batoitet was much 0K>rQ 
'Compbfeil In mind; Lady Brightley bciiigj^ 
j^formiid'bflierfon's having left hischam* 
iier, (be joined the young party wUh'-a 
>pIeaTed and fathrfaftmy afpcdb/ 

• MHs Shefturne teft lady Brlghtlcy ahi 
the friends together^ for feme time, asllie 
4iad pollpon^d her intended morning vifit 
to her uncle, irntil the afternoon, and 
propbfed being back to tea. This com- 
^tment w^s 'ftrained, a^d, m reality, a 
|icnhahce-t6"Mw.youhg lady, but Ihe'was 
determined to lea^vc fnalice no foundation 
to build H)p<m^ tior hav^e herfelf any thing 
to reproach her heart ^Jch. 

Mrs. AUce ufliered her into the ^arlotir 
•Ad withdrew, in order M acquaint her 

mafter 



matter aiid miftrefs that their iMtt ^4S 
jcome^ to wait 4ipo& fhetn. Mrs; Stairgh^ 
tei^s refencment ranfo high, tlias (h^ td«y& 
ed going down, dcclarrngty fte would h^vi^ 
confent to countenance the difdbedienti As 
her power was etTohite, her humble huf- 
band did 'hot attempt to oppofe btt ttM^ 
Jhen^ but was fnekking oat'^f liherodtiirto 
receive his liiece, and enquire after his 
filler. It was impofllbleto accomplifli this 
defign unperceived ; Mrs. Slaughter, there? 
fore, vehemently accufed him of an inten* 
tions to .encourage his niece in her audau*> 
cious behaviour, and protefted, unlefs he 
would forbid her the houfe, fhe would 
never more aft as miftrefs of it.; ♦ • 

Thepoor cuTilte endeavoured to lexpirf. 
tulate with his unreafonably inriaged laidy^ 
ivhich provoked her to fuch a degree, that 
ftie dcfcended- to call his family m^ny b^- 
probrious names, and faid, (he detefted'he*'- 
fclf for her folly, in condefcending to be 
fo nearly conncfted with fuch an upftart^ 
illiterate race^ and wondered how (he come 

• to 



1tD Iruerfere with refpeftto his niece's^ and 
Sier aepbet/s highway friend, as (he was 
^tKHi/r coiivtatied thac ic was: beft that beggars 
Should inicp-marry with beggars, to pre- 
iiervc worthy blood from contamination. 
Mifs Shelburne was liighly diverted at this 
Ijpeech, which was uttered with fo dmick 
vociferation, .tha«/fhe>dlll:indbly heard ereiy 
fyllable of it, and fecretly wi(hed flie might 
be denied admiOTion. 

But Mrs. Slaughter's curiofity and defire 
oftoroiencing, at length getting the better 
-of hot pride and difpleafure, flie confented 
to her huiband's feeing his Aiece, provid- 
ed (he might be commanded up ftairs, as 
waiting upon her, ftic faid^ was Ihewing 
lier . too much grace. This propofal was 
gl$tdly CQmplied with by the timid hufband^ 
as a compromife for the indulgence fhc 
permitted him; and the lovely mifs Shet 
burne did not dlfpute this haughty injunc^ 
tlon* 



> / 



?« 



So {o(M as ft? enteK!4 1¥^ AfBW»>.^l|N«tl- 
inent, * Well tna(Jatn«' iaki Uuu..ifnp(i|iiP8»- 

^ eluded, arid the rqnr^wiiy iotrtti ^enK4^> 

* Mr. Stevens and. you pafqraicdPjfor I* 
•daubt not but that yf HI be. tbc.?ei»J,4tf 
^jouv perc^ri^ation^ and An £teri]4J.4U^ 
"^ grace broiigbtj by ywrjffsw%rd^4ii£^ 

* lion, i^)on the Brj^h^y^iia)jjy|[.* ^ ^-' 
^ dam/ faid miis Shelburnc, ' p^mii i]p^ 
^ to wave your ungenteel qutfiUaas and 

* condufion,. and enquiry after jK^^r.ho^h 

* and toy unde% which in reality, ia- ibc- 
"* fole purport of my vifit.* ' It is falfi^^*- 
Returned Mrs. Slaughter, * it is by lady 

* Brightky*s jnRigation, you are come,to 
^ fpy iP^^ the. manner of your uncle's life 
*,ipqniine, in order to furnifli them with 
"* a (ubjea,,and, therefore^ I muft tell vqik 

* the lefs I fee of you the better.* • Ma- 

* dam,* returned mifs Shelburne, ' it was a 

* fenfe of duty, thoi^gbt ttcrbapa, .overr 
"• ftraincd^ that brought mq here, and the 

* f^o^Qkienument^ ihallreftrain me from re- 
.^ gating my yiilts now I have aa aui^t's 

' com* 



f comttmnds to defift chem.' * Impertinent 
' mttix \ bo#evcr wife you may think your- 
^'Mf, i wttl vcmure to ^eH you, thtt when 
« "yMi^tliihk profierto exchange your prefent 

* naime for tfiac ftroling beggar Stevens, I 

* Ihall infifl: upon oar relationfhip, or, niore 

* properly, aUnmce, being forgot ; for I will 
^ nerer he ftiled aunt by that (habby hU 

* low/ • Madam, I believe,* replied mifs 
Shelburne, ^ I can as iafely anfwer for that 

* gentleman^ cdmpliance with your injuric- 
^ tion, as my own, and, be aflured, this 

* is the laft trouble you will receive from 

* liucy Shclburnc* 

So /aying, (he qpkted this ftrange wo- 
mam's apartment, her uncle not daring to 
oppofe her departure, and hurried back to 
ttie hall, to divert lady Bnghtley with che 
pretty fccne (he had been engaged in. Her 
ladyfhip fmiled at the account fhe rcceiv- 
cd of her fiftei^'s miftaken arrogancy, and 
faid, ^ X wonder wha^ reception I flball 

* meet with, when I make my vifit ? for, 
^ howeve)* extraTtgant this Wotnaa'a pride 

Vol. II. F Jmay 
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•tion; and likewifc infinoate, that, if'fflfe' 

* could recommend you to any ftmaletbat* 
•'w^ld accompany you to her Houfe, -ft 
-* would greatly add to her protefting fa- 

* vour, As your knowledge, madam, ot 

* this lady is but flight, and the afftftlon 

* of Mn and Mrs. Fihch for ybu nloft hfir- 
*'torious, you ntay bd' (brpriled' that a 

' * friend^ ac^ptinted with thefc particulars, 

* (hould not advifc you to apply to the lat- 

* ter. Butj madam, Mr. Fiitcn bias a- fon^ 
• ' Wfio 'is bold ' enough tb hope; that thtm ' 
Kttxty^ be fotrte happy '^ ev^t in ftbre* fSr 

* hirti; that may ei:TC0Urage his* pubKc fdli- 
^'citatio/^ of your heart' and hand/ Tte 
*W€frkJ,' in ife conjaftoresr, not only«tafc» 
*'ln probable, but improblabie circum** 
•'ftemces^ and might conclodt, that you* 

* fdiigfct;art afylum at that gentltmaW^s,- to' 

* gWc ydu an opportunity of meetiiig the' 
*xaptain-, and, like wife, that it was matter' 

* of dcfign and pfe-concertion between you. 

* I, that know bis hearty can afliire you, 
^'fte is as incapable of defiring yofi to lifien 
^ to^ hii ^ddrefleS) clandeftinely, ^ you 
•carl'- be of receiving tbein^ and would as 

« gladly 
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•f «ftliler converfing or correfpondKng with 
ber being cut dff, by the indefaiigable 
ivocchfultiedis ittid inoorraprible dff^fition^ 
of Mrs. Rebecca, who pofleftd the 6hg\6 
virtvffi of fteadf Mid ttntfbrm tttechment 
to her hiaften 

He WftS« wl!& tto^aSiited with Mr. Mac- 
^tt(bn\fkm^j9 ami was informed by mift 
of her brother's intended marriage with 
mifs Fortefcue. This intenigcnce tStSttd 
htm exeeedifigly» and induced him to have 
retouri^ to (b^atagem, in order to diicover 
^h«^her this gentleman was the fichePs or 
the daughter's choice. * It is but too px)^ 
faaWe,' ' raid he, < that this lovely girl wiU 
be conftraioed to alienatse her hand and 
heart. She has no affifting friend, no 
inter{x>ring advocate ; l wtU therefore aP* 
fome the habit of a fervant, and lork in 
the neighbourhood, in order to Mp ber ac 
her gnaceft need. My inferiority of fas- 
tuine^ ijiough it forbids my taking advan- 
tage of ber youth and imiocenco, with ro- 
^pcft to engaging her to become my wi^:^ 

F 2 does 
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^ does fidt, by any means, fbrbid my "^rooMi 

^ ing a fincere friend. If (hexan approve. 

* the wretch her fkber bitb cbbfeii, ItvUi 
^not attempt; to interfere^ but :i&pu)d flie» 

* hapf>fly be averie» I viU haiiard my) life 
^ to prerenc the unnatural fagrifice/ 

Agreeable to this rcfolution, thA yoq^ 
gentleman obtained leave from his colonel 
(who was previoufly acquainted with' his 
paffion) to abfent hiaifelf from his. corpa 
for fix months, on the bold defi^n of infro^ 
ducing hiflifetf, by fame means <3£! otbcr^ 
at Mr. Fortefcue's. The caption ..took Jl 
lodging in a bye ftreet, not far diftant froai 
the c6unfcllor*8, at a barber's, who had 
free cgrefs and regrefs to his boufe, hav>f 
ing ^aved him gratis for feven fuccefiive 
years, as a fee for having examined the 
deeds by which this poor fellow" was inti^i 
tied, after his mother's deccafe, to a fmalt 
copyhold, in order to grant him a trifling 
mortgage upon it, which he neverthetefe 
did ndt think proper to do. Mr. Finches . 
tegmental was exchanged for a footmanV 

frock. 
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irock^ gnd the title of: oapttiii .waveii for a 
period, and pkiin Frank iubftkuied in ^(s 
fbcwit ihe fuppcsfed ditcanded fcwiuu of 
eolcftei Hunt. In this fiMarmi Md.d/^-* 
guifcy he continued, a fortnigbt* without 
being able to obtato any greater fatisfti&ion 
then viewing his miftreis's window twenty 
tiine^ a day. ' 



r« 1 ^ » * 



We have already brought the reader ^c^ 
qiflainted with a ftrange family that bad <&i* 
ed at Mn ^ortc (cue's, the fucceeding ilajc 
to mi& Carofine'iB arrival at bomf . A matc;K 
being concloded between tl^ ancient par*- 
ties, the provident yonth confenied to apn 
eept of the lovely girl, as a pafle-par-tojut 
to her fortune, being no lefs. blixjd to bof 
intrinfic merit, by his aSe^t{0|i„ than he 
was by nature. The lover was, by Mr. 
JPoriefcue's appointment, tp jwait upon 
mifs, to enjoy a tece a tete, one afternoon, 
when his fn'efence wnuld be neceilary a{ 
Weftminfter-hall^ ixf which mea»ns, the 
young couple wqyld be, perfe<ptly fycp frop^ 
iatftltuption.. .Mifs Caroline was informed 

F3 by 



everjr trmfidioA at Bhi^tley*; aod^. ld(^ 
th^ iamrable girl (bould fiat have rrprefem-* 

^ her cafe in cerms Aifficient to^e!)idce4ad)r 
Brightky's compafiionf he* enciofedr.iier 
^piftte iti a frank, and ad4ed the^ ftNf 
lines: 






. * Madaj*, 

•fTpHE dear gtri that ttow caft« hetfelf 
"^ JL tipon your ladyftiip's procei&iDn^ 1M 

* threatened with no kfs an evil, than'beiog 
^ compelled to marry both a weak* txl^ 

* trklced wretch, and this merely to pw-' 

* mote the^rivate views of her avarlcidos 
•father, and the ambition of the ^oong 

* man's aunt, a match between thefe:crtfcl, 

* dcfigning pcrfbns, being previoofiy ton- 

* eluded; Mr. and Mrs. Finch will nlake 
^ you fenfible of the lady's merit,-and, *I 
•dare believe, exert their utmoft intereft 

* With' your ladyibip, to induce you tofuc^ 
"5 cour the diftrefied, amiabk innocent. 

** J arxi, madam, &c.* 

Thefe ktters wete no fooner read ac 
Srigbtley, Mr. and Mrs. Finch being there, 

than 



curioufly emfairoulerrd, hta rufles pcunt 

lacc» his (liff neck (ill faited to fucli ornat 

hamem) adorned with a valuable folitaire, 

aouEi hia flioe aod kxkt buckle of brazil 

crj^ftali yet wtrt theft fine trapptogi ioef<^ 

fedkuai, to: the rendetmg the wearer ought. 

iMie a kuigteggcdy long fided pale faced fopy 

^ver* poa ^wkh aflbftatjoo, and knowing 

etily^ whcteit would have been meritorbua 

to have been ignorant. Mrs. Rebecca ad* 

miffiA his* drefs, and really conlidcred him 

us a very falhionable, polite, fine gentleman* 

and uftered him into the parlour with ap- 

fMntnt marks of approbation. 



: Mift Fcntcfbue aioie, on the eatrance 
ipf the empty fop> and, necommending a 
ieat to l^ioi, prefumed to replace herfclf 
without fiiurtker ceremony. To prevent a 
frothy cooverfation, Ihe immediately rang 
for the* water, and plied her gallant with 
tea, in lecprn for his high ftrained compli- 
ments. This relief, howeyer, failed her* 
for MrSk Rebecca^, Qf^ duly e^nquiring* if 
the gendeman had done, deprived her 

F4 of 
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of this little employment, and expcHed bet" 

lo an infipid perfecution. *' * ; 

■,.-■■- ■ ■'- >• -H ^ -■ 

- Mr. Macpherrbn, having cTioTcnlirnoft 
delegable fituation, for tlic jgraicful indiif- 
gence of contemplating his own fine fi^^e, 
conceiving he muft o*' nccefiiiy entertal^ 
hismiftrefs, faid, through his clofcd tedfli',. 
■'I have been rcHefting, during the'fer^ 

• vant's attendance, on the confummatQ 

• felicity, Mr. Foriefcue will confer up6i| 

• me, in conftituting^mc his fon-in-Uw j ';| 
' title, madam, that, without flaEtery,,-will 
"render me vainer than would an imperial 
' diadem.' 'Empty coxcomb,' thought the 
lovely maid, • is it poffible fiich vanity can 
*receive the leaft addition!* 'What fays riiy 

• chafmer,' refumed he,. ' will it not be an 
•age until'wtf are at liberty to caft' offour 

■ 'prerent reftralnt, and Ibew the world' that 

• we have a tafte for life, Vn its uimoft elc-. 

• gance and refinement?' *Ifir,' retiirnoi 
-^tfs Fortefcuc, ' am far from being impa-, 

nt tinder myprcfcnt circiimftances, as,, 
4 my Wfancy, I have been accullonv. 



» 

^ cd to a retired lifc» arid havc.cootraacd an 
^ unconquerable avcrfion to, what is called^ 

* the polite world.* * You amaze me, ma^ 
f datx)/ returned he, ' caxi a lady Co young 
^ an^ beautiful as you are, afre<fl folicude ? 
** I protcft it is a moft unparalleled conceit/ 

* What you are plcafcd* fir/, replied, naifs 
Fortefpup, * fo genteelly to bcftow theepi* 
"• thet ofcohceit upon, is, I can affure you^ 
^ a natural propenfuy. I am but ill quali^ 

* fied to noake a Bgure in the drawings 

* room. My undcrftandlng uncuhivated^ 

* my manners rude, and capacity limited i 

* Judge, fir, what an unfit companion L 
**fliould be for your relations and ^ friends,. 

* whofe advantages of education, have re- 

* ccived no jnconfiderable improvement 

* from the convcrfation of well-bred ac-. 

* quaintancc/ * You have, aiadam, a. 

* face,* (aid the lover, * which whpev^r- 

* beholds, muft forget every other dcfici-. 
*.cncy, adniitting what you advance taj)e 
•Yaft.* * Ic is too great a hazard, fir,* ob-. 
ferved thejady, * unlefs, indeed, 1 could . 
f be ever beheld with your partial eyes**. 

/ F 5 Mtt 
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and bewaiUngs of Mrs. RefaMtai. for lifar 
unt;itnely fate of })CF.g;t^gi)and.mfiiftsr^ 
fttSftfrdtih^vwbiffh badiiiecftpijfiferv^vicbb 

ouiri(4'^idi:/or {bl8tnHb^olvaTitt»ibc&4>Q>tIi^ 
generation. The poor unfortunate boy, 

vho was lb uahapp)t;as} io.hme dfrmoUffied 
tfah valualide piece of fufniiure^ itiiembted' 
iKfixkeseccf&af tersor t- fiscitbis >iriaidenfM(i^'{ 
ffrflgn^moft ed0:eilentduhgSii:8iMl>^tittl^^ 
being her peciili»r catenc^i (faer^led'himv 
off with extrenie fev etity. Sbc would ' Aot 
accept of any other reparatuMH^ or be ap^ 
|fi^a£ed, unlefs Mr. Fortefcue would 'di^« 
ch9f!gnbe lad^jftftantlyt :ik^hich, for::pcace^ 
iakc» wa&^at.IcQgth complkd wkh^ 
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^.Mr« Parkins, the barber, watciog upoiiv 
his wxarthy maftcr in the morning, co per- 
form ;, the accuftomedopevattooy was ift^* 
fet«ae4. of the fray, by^ Mrs.. Rtebecca^- 
who was half incHned to relent, as the lad 
htd naade himfelf .uoconamoaly ufefuL Mr* 
PlE^rkiAs w^ too complaifaiM: not to lend aa 
aftexitive^.i^r to. this laie.of forrow^ but aa - 
h<rr.v»tMil;himri?)f iifQn^ : 

/ • head 



htwSi «»hh vrh&t Ad' riot t^nc^rnf him, difw 
patdidd his bmJitieisy'wiih mcab tb^ ufual 
dcixtwu^^ viahdt^] f&wtAng komov rdMc4 
tliefo(^2fdcobr8^toltbexififeofhabofiMnu ' 

lluKcafktam Jidppcniog to be pfeAnt^* 
Vr^'.WieUnighrdifcovering himlU^ by hii 
rii|»ipm»i :.'it[e> ezgftdy: tefeogbt hiviaad*' 
i9^itR)li?4[Qmn»wdi bin: to the gemlcint0§ 
for tl«K be hftd fo bog lain one of phce^ 
he (hoold be ghd tp accept of any things • 
^ I would not advife you, Mr. Fsank/ laid 
tbei Joquadoos MrK Perkins^ * to engage' 

^..yoiirfelf in^that ikmiLys open any aeccunci' 
^ Mr. Fortefiiue (1 am fure vre have •reafoti 
^ to fay it; is too clofe lifted to ^be honeft^^ 
^ 4nd V9,p to tbis^ day, feel the weight of hia 
^ cQvetou(iiers and cunniogy but are pUig^i*^ 
*ed tQ hold a caodk-^H-^yoa und^iftand^ 
^PQC,' added flle> jogging the capCMn'a^ 
elbow* * I befieve,' returned the cap.* 
taifl^ M can be as conformable as m<^ * 
^ lads, and if you wUl favour me fi> fu ^ 
^Mcr Perkins, asto^recommendme) Iwill'^ 
t taka;car4' to * bc^iiavc^ - in fiiob a^tiMMfMi^' aS ^ 
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^ to give fadsfai&ton/ * IwiAi, Mr. Frftnk,* 
jrefumed his lanHady^ ^ I €6uld pei4ba^ 
y(w to fetep yourielf out of thi^ mifer^ 
elvfches; lake- my- word lor k, if you ^ 
not, you will havfr reafon to repent.' ' I 
muft not be ftightent^d at bugbears^' ^re- 
turned the captain, ^ where- my bread is 
depefiding ; ih^ve if no place ^kboul its 
diflicukitfai and ihac- k the bed that has 
•the feweft. *l am, neverthelefe, obliged 
to yott for yoiMf kind ad?ice, and if ic 
fhould be impoflible for nie to ftajr,. 1 
fttou^Id be glad of my {^lodging again/ 
I will endfiavoMr toitrve you tomoiprv^ 
morning,' iaid the bather, ^ when I wait 
upon his' honor agai^; but you muft keep 
in the way» a9 he may have a defire toffee 
f . you.* 



' Mr. Pinch received groat fettsfa&ion^^m 
this aflbrance, and, thinkmg he might wtth 
iafety truft his landlord with his -motives 
for engaging wi^ d^ (trange a man as Ms* 
Fo^tefcue, he invited him^ to partakd a 
^hcarfiA^afs with him, over which he in^ 
^-* formed 



iotmcd htm of every particidVt and they* 
4mled together a plan of futufe operaiioo. 
On the morrow, the barber performed his 
promife, and was commilTioned to fend the 
young man to paia in exanfiinatioa Hirith 
the poonfeUor direftly; 

On entering that HoviSb which coBtathed 
the oik^A of hih beft afie^iont^ the capi- 
taia was gi!!eatly afieAcd, and anfwered Mt. 
Fortefcue*s feveral interfogatories with a 
diffidence and modefty that determined his 
&te', fear, notwitUtandiftg that gentleman's 
heart was uninforified by tUhar of the 
.above qudiiicadonS) be was m ftranger 
xo their value, and never £iikd to pre* 
ler, in a fenrant, the balhful, to the for* 
•ward. The captain agreed to perform 
ihe moft fervile offica of the hoifire» on re- 
4teiviog a fmall gratuity, a ihabby livery^. 
.^d hds board ; and as Mrs. JiLehecca*s de^ 
•oKnand for ^ftaQce was urgentt and the lad 
€>ut of place^ be was enjoined to come that 
very evening, when he was highly excoUed, 
' by his future fellow:ferTant, for bisobliging<r 



Ifrtf Each Sbx th 



f 



iicfs m complying with her requelb ; wfaicK 
^as, in reality, no more than a6lin^ ^$^c^ 
«ibly to his own inclination* \ ,. -^ 



When firft he entfcrcd upon liis new eflfvi 
pioyment) he was very much ^t a lofs^ an<l^ 
mtfs Caroline's prefence did not a little con? 
tribute to increafe his aukwardners;'1>ut 
fkfa&tce^^nd a willing mind, as Mrs. ^<- 
•becca phrafed it, would render him. If noc 
perfeftly, decently handy. 

, He h^ now the pleafure of feafting his' 
ey^s with beholding this unfufpicious fair- 
one, lA accommodating her with the ne^ 
ccfiaries (he flood in need of, at dinner ancT 
fupper ; for which be was rewarded with'' 
thofe benign fmiles that arife from benevo-C 
knee of heart. He had alfo the ple^fure^ 
to. find, that his diligence to ingratiate him^ 
ielf with Mrs. Rebecca was fuccefsful ; and 
So fatisfied was flie of him, that (he would 
4we|l on his merit whole hours together. 
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Mils Canine, though free from eveiy 
Ipecits of' pride, was, never thelcis^ by fug^ 
geftions of pr udence, fuperior to the UvA^' 
ing herfelf to the company of a footboy ^ 
no Tmall inftance of innate dignity, in one 
brought up fo much about the kitchen as^* 
file bad beea» 

The captain had continued in this ftate^ 
c£ humiliation only three days, before he 
was compelled to perform the mortifying 
taik of waiting upon his rival, and was aa 
eye witnefs of the approbation his mailer 
entertained for this, over- lickM cub (as he' 
might juftly be (tiled) as his education en* 
abled him to play 'the fool in a larger dev 
gree than ever honed nature intended he; 
ihould. 
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'Scvftral hours was this creature indulged," 
each fuccceding day, with the company 
and converfation of this amiable maid, with« 
out his 'heart's being informed with one 
^4^9 gratefkU, or generous fenitment. 
Vi^iieh he reflefted upon bis approaching 

chaogQ 
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c^mige o£ candttioa^ his . itotglvtsL ^vere 
GQofinfd jK> &lf afame^'f The fi|irmB0 b#c 
fliQttki be: iotifllcd iDi. thn ftfaMwgjqyiiyigOi. 
he flKHiU pofieft, and the noble beta h^ 
DVOoU laf « NMrmaiiicet, flattered b}4C 
loveof pkafurc) and gave iAm the h^- 
ttft fatisfadion« Mifs p^iAmtj aU te^el)^ 
aa fhe was, both in perfbfi and mind, 
IMS totiBy diTreguckd by^ thiaionpty be- 

mg, vmendoed with a heart capable df » 
bumaiie or raticMia) impitffien. Yet- thb 
youth did love (if a ^^ffion dfflionoi>#ftb}er 
depraved, and impofle^ can eoMe ihiM^ 
tliat denomination) and the objeA -of *Wy 
paflien was the fair daughter of an ian- 
keeper, with whom he had cohabited ewi* 
JBnce he attained th6 age of lewnteen* 
This young woman was miftrefs of deep 
cuitning, was mercenary, and inconftant» 
and lavi(hed the bounty of her unfufpeft- 
fng gallant upon a corporal in the guards^ 
with whom fhe privately intrigiied. 

Jenny Dawkins, for that was the name 
Of Mr. MacpherTon^s admired lady, was ap^ 
ftK^d of her kccper'a intended nuptials, 

who, 
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"mbfth OB. remalii^ hk ttiteDtion» to hcr# 
bad gsqenrnflf protoiibd^ diac Ike ihoul4 
J(p4iM ahaocMboie fectlomeiit out of mi(sF<^» 

4 

tefcue's fortune. It may fcon ftran^t that 
our deep rffearcbing counfellor fhould 
jaakje fo uawortliKy a cImmcc for ',hi» (laughs 
tc;*^ but t^e {Radar's atnazemcM will ceafe^ 
ffh^ti he ja inlipffiiieds that be. had the fev&* 
ral gretic enda in view of advancement 119 
hU profi(0iion> iiotaining the manag^mewk 
^ his dai]ghta**f! fortune, «a well aa hcv 
llMfband's^ which, wna very confiderablob 
aod entariflg bimfelf, otoae nwe* the toan 
>mmonial jHrammela* 

His fpn eldSt was , Aigphew to a widow 
lady^ iipiinenfely rich^ and particularly 
i^ceable. Mr* Fort^feue's profe^on had 
introduced him cq her acquaintance, and 
(he foon became attached to bis perfon, and 
agreeable bel^aviour : but, being far from 
the novice he before had to deal with, lh« 
was qualified, both in capacity and fpirit» 
to puniih all his tranfgrelTioas. On her 
JGrft difcoveriog her growing iobclination for 

thQ 
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thfc dounrellor, {he determined to prefemf 
if witKin due fubordinatioh to her priidencd 
and arVmcc, and only fun^erider her j^rfoli 
©n difcrcte and advantageous'ter ms. 



' Mr. Fortefcue was realty delighted mth 
her converfetion, and pleafed With her per-, 
fdn, and, as he had ever eafy.atrcefs, anxJ. 
apparently poffcffed a (hare in Mrs. Swia-. 
ton^s approbation, he ventured, in one of 
the happy interviews, to declare himfelf 
vithout rcftrve. The lady affefted great 
ftft6nt(h'nie:nt at what fhe heard, -ahd pro- 
tefted, (he little expefted to have made fo 
extraordinary a conqueft. Upon the law- 
yer's repeatedly aiforing her, t?ia% his heiart 
was irreparably gone,' (he condefcended^o 
tre^t With him, cbnceriiing fortie'ftedeflary 
pretiffiinaries to fo great an event/" 

• I wHl, Mr. Forte(c6e,' faid /he, ^ wave 
f the ufual parade on thefe occafions, as 

• you and T have feen too much of the 

* ttofld' to 'be childrieri ; and,^ therefore, I 
f Will ih^gjenUo'u'dy communicate the con* 

Jccflion* 



f ,2<^ofls I (hfiU require on your part *, afcci^ 
*.wKich,^ you^ (ball be at liberty to. mak^ 

* ypur pbjedlions and propofals.* ThcUw- 
ycr affenting. the good lady proceeded, * | 

* have a nephew, Mr. Fortcfcuc, whom I 

* have ever confidered as my ov/n child, 

* and you have one daughter; their for-. 

* tunes are pretty egual^ their ages perfeftly ^ 
^ fuitable/ Jemmy yiU ^^ noy undoubted 

* heir, I, therefore, think it will be for our 
•xonimon intereft, previous to our unionn, 
^ to unite tliem. It is true, my nephew.. 
'* has not all that brightnefs of underftapd- , 
*ing that might be wiihed, but, I give. 

* jou my word, he is quit? the fine gent}e- ^ 

* man. Your daughter, I am informed, . 
*ias feen very little of life; (he, will be»^ 

* 4indoubtcdly, taken with him, a^nd I anx, 
•confident^ the young, man will comply ^ 
^vwith any propofition to oblige me. It 

^ would, certainly, Jk prudent for you to 

* referve the management of the- young 

* lady's fortune, which, in conjunftion with 
*<the thoufands I poiTefs, and yogr owa 

* priyatcpurfc, will enable you to purchafe . 

« a peer- 



iti Each Ssx ih 

* a peerage, the title to devolvef, • On. y&Ai 
f ifeccafe, to our children/ 

Mr. Fortefcue's cars had never been fo 
agreeably tickled in his whole f iifoJ He 
immediately fwaltowed the bait, engaged 
fbr bis daughter's compKance, and w^ In- 
troduced, to Mrs. Smmon^ f aniil)i', iti die 
charader of her intended hnfband ; when 
their intentions,with irfpcA^o Jemmy and 
mifs Caroline, were imparted, to the ge- 
neral fausfadion of all the rebtions. ' 

For this pulrpofe was the ytoung ladyTnif- 
ried from her country friends, and as her 
tonfent was by no means judged neccflary, 
it was ncv^er once aflced ; nor had flic 
longer time alotted her, to receive hetbril- 
Kant fpark, upon the footbg of a lover, 
than' the drawing of the fettlemeht wblild 
require. # 

All thefe particulars Mr. Finch learned 
from the lacquey of his favoured competi- 
tor, whofe natural communicative propen- 

fity 
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-iilfy ^^ Imghtttitd by a ohearfbl ^aff » adi- 
#iiiiii{lered by the captain for that very pot^ 

The Jbyer^ at the fame time alarmed at 
«he threatening difpofal of Jris miftreft^ 
^oomved the utRioft deteftation fa hh. 
^orcefcue'fS pMceediogs. To facrifice fitch ^ 
fi 'daughter to amrke and ambittoo, un- 
jaaindiiil of rher repofe, or the temper and 
thua&tr of the wreffch incor whofe powelr 
ihe wat to bcdeUvered^ was a refledim of 
Jiorror to him. ' Shall l^ then/ laid he, * be 
^ accefibry to fuch iiUiumaiiity atxl iojuf- 
' tice ? Shall I be ro(braiQed, by a odo n\c^ 
f ititk. of honour, and coofideration of ff- 
^ Hal duty, from diicoveriog myfelf to this 
^ Worthy girU and prevailing upon her to 
f' permit mpa to.favc her from deftruftion ? 
5 Ought not bafe adbtoos to be controvf reed 
^ by honeft adts ? Atid, when a parent fof- 
^ gets, or difcards his natvite, {hall not |i 
*j child,, fbotti a principle of fclf-pnefcrva- 
^ tkui and defence, be allowed^ vrithovit 
* cchfwre, 4to feck an hofpitaWe afylum ^ 
^ • ! Yes, 



" Yes, deconim muft yield to neccffity, »^ 
f diall this dear creature became a viiOSm to 

* - ■ . 

< rapacious pride and cruelty, to avoid \*t 

* imputation of the run-away anddifi»bedi- 
^ ft is incunibcnt upon tii, foracampfc ftlce, 
f not only to aft with, but prefervc the «p- 
^ qpcarance of, propriety. But, furdy, no 
i* one can advance fo palpable a faUMod, 
y as, that quitting the* toufe of a fxmolv 
^ however dandeftincly, xan be culpafak^ 
^ when it is merely tb avoid a moft wiiM 
^ and folemn pcijury. Can iebc coflfiftmt 
.« with feither' right reafon or refigion, dMl^ 

* to prfcfcrvc one's duty inviohtc^- w&ibosld 

* commit a breach of many duties, equallf 

* ftriking and binding; and engage in a 
f life of perpetual fin ? for a marriage; 
^ where the will is conftriined, -is m> odier 
4 than a legal profHtudon. O that I were 
^ capable of foraiiiig n fcheme, tfa^t, coc^d 
*^t on« favc vQTf Caroline's delicacy from 

* the fhoek of elopement, aod preferve her 

* ff om $be impendiflg calanuty ^ bu^it can- 
^ not 4^. Yet, as ber r^tatidaia licsrcar 
f to me than xsi^ own fcappinefa^ I wUl dc«^ 

* liver 



T«ji I R^ Humour; ^mh^ 

^^Tfrkcx with aU the honour her (ituation 
^;W^la4^it of) Qqr once requeft her to be- 
>iill9V bpr-^and upo^ me^ until the fanclioil 
AS^'k^f: fr:i€^4s approbation, if not her fv 
^^ tijfiris confent, mzy encourage and autha- 
h^ to confer that blefllng upon me.* 



,>c&irs» * Rebtcca^ being a woman of ua- 
IBonnoo penetration, feon difcovered that 
JAt* Frank was in love, and, as her charms 
iaad^rScc inipired a fimpk fwain with that 
render paifioii, .ihe thought, it far from im<^ 
jieffibleat.ibould he the pre&nc ca&r e^e- 
jbiftUjr asibe iras pofittve (he had obferved 
the yeung man to view her perfoo attea* 
<<ively, aid ever found him uacomiponlf 
rafiiduous to obey her commands. This 
fuppofed conquoft (he communicated to 
iter ycniag miftttfSf wIk> was obliged. t» 
iliftco,iiaappearance) to every dull tsde this 
rcreatqir cbofe to ensertain ber with. 3he 
^gave herfelf very Ktde trouble about the 
-kMKes of thefe xkNcneftitfs, as her heartland 
<Atieation.weDa e0gro£ipd by her owa ftflUf s« 
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^ tion, without mother or friend 'td- iti^ifc 

«or convcrfc with! My feAer vevHSkty 

*< confidcrs mc asrhts propfcrty, and tn^kos 

•alefs fcrupulous affignmcnt-of 'mc-lhaii 

«hc would of anyxkhcr poflWEon. My 

* lover's approbation and cfteera is ab- 
^ forbcd by hintf^If atdnei -ftOFiav* ilahy 

« Other profpcft, were this imemto*w«l- 

« ding to trice place, than being fotfakeo, 

'*dcfpifcd, and cruelly .treated* Ah, nay 

* dear Mrs. Finch, what .a hufband is 

* yontV!' His ^flfeaibB itJc^eafedby a fac- 
'^^^eflibn 6f years, cyovir h«ppinefs iiis owo^ 
•aiid your finiles the delight of his eyes-} 

^ Charming woirtan, as yooafe, this wotidd 

* iK)t have been your fate, had your fa:ih^^ 
'^ giddy wi^h ambition, dulyfefight tlie ag- 
'-^ gf kndiz^tifon of his faiiiily. :Wbat,-iihcn, 
^ bave 1 W expeft ? y My ideas, ^ uncAkwged 

"^ by education-, my incxperie»oe,tny:yniutb, 
^ fobjeflimg me to error And capritc.; i»a 
*icTC to coret the glariusg&uits ofldie^f* 
19 band .allotted for jme^ iiay,'ib fanfirom i^ 
f that averfiQH would quicken my fig^t, 

.- *'and 



H/AQd.dliagBlfy ^eiy infie ^o iM enor« 
^.^ mous fise : what, then, can be the cooie^ 

• qucnce, but mifery unfpeakable ! My 
. f .too faithful mepMty is boniinually fug- 

^ geftiog thofe days. I ipenc in converfe 
^ with the young • captain ^ his engaging 
^loQ^ks, his fooching • y^icp , and pleafing 
*. l^nguagci.arc wcrprqfcnt to^my.rfrmem-* 
<• brAiice>.and4ggravate the difguflful va- 
^ mXY$ aSoeftiiaon, and .bold addrefs of my 
r^. unfeeling (op. Can he fuppofe tjt^it.a ra- 

• tipnal>..rcfle(9:ing being, can be a^tacloed 
•to fach an empty flatterer? 3ut, ^l^s, Ji<: 
*• knows not hioofelf nor ixie^ or he would 

• ccafe, from a principle of pride, or JKima- 
*.nity,. to perfecute we.^ »yct.why (hould 

.. * I. think t)f the amiable ,i;aptain ? Ber- 

>.haps, notwUhftanding ;lie grateful .a^u- 

. * ranees he .gave me, of ev^r, eft^cming 

■' •• me, I may he , forgotten by him. Solir 

:*tude contributes to increafe,.a pvpcular 

. * inclination,. whilft liberty^ and a diverfity 

*.ofjabjc6ks,.bavc.the oppofite f ffefl:^ 'O 

« .^ fatal .Gloce^enfbire journey.!. Hpw^gpeac 

f.a lofer am Lre^irned i deprived^ as^^l am» 

G2 .*of 
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he had taken, was in its firft^kM fednft^J* 
quently, ftrongeft operatiphs. lAlSfrctietfanlf 
terrified as he was, 'fey the undiinftnonand' 
dreadful wailings of nis favourite^ h^hid 
not the refolutiort to quit his charlil)er,T)ut 
rang his bell with the utmdft'viblende, in 

order to obtain a fafe, "and Jpc'ejy jofoyma- 

i-'- ' 1 .'2 ci .,;... (J. r.J ^•;.a■: 3ii«^ 

tion. V , 

,- _ ' ' •' * ~ . . . . « !• I . s > / • p Y fc *.' 

Rebecca, overcome With her fright, fuf^ 
fered her mafter to continue feme tifrtc'in 
^orror. and fufpence, but ' dn' recovering 
her prefcnce of mind, /he bbeycd'Kis ftm- 
mons with unabated fqdallihg, until the 
/cached his room doorj when the coun- 
ifcllQr cried out, 'What is the matter K^- 
Vbccca?, Wb^t cap be the meaning of all 

♦ this Gonfufion ?* • O, fir,* refflied ' the 
3^ghted A^irgin^ f if jrou will be. lo TcTrid 
^as to open the door, 1 will, on my knees, 
•.reveal the whole faft.* ' Good Heai^ens 1* 
faid Mr. Eortcfcue, • what fa<5l have you 
•.<;ommittcd ? I believe,, woman, you have 
^^'-iotfyour fcnfes*. ' 0,fir,* Trtumea^'fte, 

* Iwifli it were no worfe, but mifs Can>- 
*'.luic* — -- At thcr mention of that name, 

our 
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oijr plpadcr bfic^tr^e a new man, the fumes 
of y(iBe,^\y,^e b^njfhed, by his ftronger 
f^ar/ \GoQd Rebecca, tell me/ faid he, 
fljfipg to the dopr, .and opeoing ir, * tell 
*.^rn;e ,what has happened to Caroline!* 

* Ah. fir/ faid Rebecca, ' I befeech you 

* to pardon me. .and believe me mnoccnr, 

* but mifs Caroline is gone 1* ^ Out of my 

* way, woman,' faid the enraged counfel- 
lQr\2L% thp faqne , ti,me,.Ry(h.in^ her dovyn) 
*g90c} \y^l^icl ,when? ^hpw? oh, th^ 

* wicked;!^ fly 3^ defi^ning hufly. ! but fhc is 

* what her mother was before her ! flie had 
«" a- bleflTed example' V \ 



« ^ 
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' Howungenerous this reneaion was Heave 
,the Judgment of to my readefS j but fuch 
is the ingratitude of man, tfcat he cVeWdbn- 
^demns female impropriety, notwithftanding 
it 'may be merely thefefukof affeftionfor 
Kim, or compliance with his 'repeated k)li- 
citations^ 

.Rcbp.cc%^ot.jyp,.5\s. wella^ Ijhe w^s,^^^^^ 
A^ying received ao fma^ hurt by iier.ifa)l, 

H A and 
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and fbllowed her mafter^s fbo tft c pfc ^1 
^foppofe/ dad Mh P6tterciie, ^ll»|^ is 
^ gon€Dtf^ifli th« vite ftfldw^ iE^r^k, litfd 
^J iball have a fcaif(&lous braf tG^rnsAo^^ 

* tat ft ; btxt I will hang the dog, that Ibe 

* may depend on.* The captain was pit- 
pared for a viTit, by Mr^, Rebecca's' out- 
cry, doubf irfg not but tfieil* iulpicioiis #ou1a 
fall \xp6ti hnA -, but when the tounkSdt, 
attended by his faithful houfc-kcepcr, en- 
tered the garret, and fouhd Prank in a 
counterfeit deep, hit aftbnilhnferil ^as iiif!- 
mteiy ihcreafed. * This is, indeed, a mader 
fifoke/ faid he, * but I' Aippofc, fellow, 

* yoti have been the go-between, the let-. 

* ter * carrier, and can inform me what 
^ wretch has been weak enough to bring 
•bimfelf to the gatlows, for infriguins 

* with my daughter P The captatn mt6i^^ 
great furprife, and proteftecf, he wis m-* 
nocent of the charge, and did not kAow 
of any gentleman's being gone off with 
m& Caroline, not- that any one intended 
it.* ^-DeceTvd -rhei kt' yoilr pe^rii, Wfd^,^ 
fiiid Mt. l?of«ftue, * youf coiife^drt 'mf 

'• * * * * avail 
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f avaS yOUt but be a^ureld, I wilt purkifh 
♦you wirh<lTC)fcv<ireft. rigour, unlds you 

* ^ifcqvqr^^l j.au- know-' * JLord, fir/ 
i^id the captaiin^ * how ibauld you foppofH 

* mifs . CaroHn^ wpuld accept my poor 
♦'afliftar^cc? why Mr^ Rebecca knows^ I 
« batre never, been cpacerned in any ic* 
♦triguiiig, nor imvcj I any head for it. I 

* {im fure if you knew all, fir, you wpulA 
^ not fufpeft me/ • Pll fearch this affair 

* to the bottom/ faid the enraged lawyer,, 
dartii^g a- furious look^ • and if you havCx 

* been any way affiflingj it had been better 

* for you never to have been born*.* Her 
then rufhed out of the garret, attenjled' 
1^ the trembling kebccca, 

' His ambitious views thus :Counreipwork.- • 
ip, y^M « fevere flrotp^ to him 5 and* 
TO)UgH he returned to his bed, he ftmnd^ 
ho repofe. There was not the leaft cluc\ 
by which to trtice the run - away ; and* 
ll^ouid a marriage be efTedted between his- 
daughter and an unworthy wretqb,^ the re<* 
ritigfi ht:Ihoald be able to take afterwards,: 

H 5 wouldf 
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lyould be, by no means, adequate; to^tW 
cjefire of his heart, as three yeiaisi.wQizki 
give her an indifputab^ claim: tocheDioil- 
tune.. In thi^ ftace of perplediky:^ £e;SG!M^ 
liued all that night, and wai^ doued'ico tjn^ 
ry one the next* day > when Frank was fepc 
one wa}r, and Rebecca anotlier^ /I9 enquire 
set thf inns, Jn <yrder to. ^ici;.'fofai& ii^tBilM 
gence coricermng' her. Thur^ portal: iBfl(b 
very - unwilling, his daughteif*^ ^^openaent 
fhould tranfpire, , until fee Inuf concerted 
Ipiiie certain means, 4e(^ it {houW pnewnt 
his aiatch with Mrs* Swintou-.takingplsace. 
"kit began, upon refeftiony toiflatj^n biff^- 
feify that if. his daughter had made an im- 
prudent choice, and he could fright her 
into advantageous conceffions, to obtain 
hisforgivenefs, he might be ftill abteto 
carry that defired point. -He; indeecJi -re* 
gretted, that, in loling Mr. Macpber^ 
fpn, be (bould lofe his fortune ; but 
he wifely imagined, that Mrs. Svyin* 
ion 'Nyould, with lefs fcruple, join iqrde*. 
fratidif^g a (Iranger, than her own nepl^ew.. 
A very poor compliment to his proc^- 
^edixigs, who was ftudying the deltruAion 

of 
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lifj a'thtldi 1 1 He wai ceducedto the necef* 
jfiitf^ thQiftr^onddjiy Qf miia Caix)ltne'> ab« 
4cwc^jb6iai^6ntiog.twaip()r cxcufei^. to 4^ 
eiif^geibi(nfelffipcn,>iiriting Mra. Swinton, 
and loa d)c.'(lurd .clay» ladjr Brightlcy's 
epHQit rjeMM.CflraU iiis grievance. To 6od 
his da«ightpr;Witbdrf^wa from, his profec- 
tiion^i and io.^ych* (%fp .aod honovuablc 
J^da^ nq hMfl%nd.it> the caf^ >no indiicr^:* 
tiqcv to chargp jber:.^ith,: was ^ mortifying 
qrcqmilaacq he Wix^- cxpcdcd. However, 
deceit:; b^ing a f>r.ompc.. principle Jo his 
hearty it. fuggeilcd x^ hcni> that,* bj ap- 
pearing' >fatisfi<i4 .s with his. daugh t«^> co|i« 
c}u(^^ and.)(iQ^ing» as it were^ tp; the per- 
f^j^fipQs«fihe^,fric«ids> he might PQce raoife 
allure her injCO his power, japd. then deal 
. with her g^ h<!:t.hoj4ght proper. In obcdi- 
cflce to this prudent monitor, he wrote ^a 

* Madam, 






VT' firc^ffs.myfclf, infinitely' obliged fo 
VX.-y?^* .^^^1^ foe jour kipdjieception of^^ 
\9^ friendly expoftulalions, with refpc<5t 

H 6 , i to 
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«to itiy l^e tfifi^iMem of mf pfirftf^, 

^ flxip^s matecnal hnnii kJmm^^ -fticii 

* er natures it iHIt I^ iHTPiClVittf^ ItoMd^^ 
^ much df ike &ther^ as ^ k>v6 Injf g^]^ 
^co foek Iter, felitii^y «nd jii^r i^re^dfei^ 

* vicyience to her inclfnmon, tgivc tip rtiyr. 

* ^cws to. your fQlicftacioits, flfnd ifybn^-, 

^fl^fdwaj i«ai.tfacc,i|pofoy^il;«tt,%Ic^ 
^ l^ sttvt viiUiQg. to^ xetmH^ a . d^tlfd tMlA- 
^ffom ]^iir iaiaii!;!^^ dutifal itk iw^ ofl!l!!ie 
<*refpea» buctfike mamriftoAial. Tlteiboiiet^ 
5 Ihe tietu^ns^, the more a|g^cjuMe« / . ' 

, . f^itti xtod»»^ fee. 



ug 4pomn|itted. fthtis letter ikf. iMft 
poft». our ^dunfellor made a.vi&t to his id«- 
tended lady« andj,> as^ be could no loagee 
Coa^, Atr be m^dd^, Her acqiutlttttd? uritk 






'«M»g:tfllly tflorlilied) K^teAt, aftierthai! 
ymVi^lKitr MM •«M#miMg> eat* to' Mr. 
Bomrcnt*^ tive^froftilaM. 'I aril foriy^ 

* beiiiiMmi^djtttKi tf» ^ dnfy-tAtnb, or» 
^'WlHih' I «)iAtf 'hih^ ^Jideivedf TOO, feetn 

- The couftlHlor Ifas - thunderlhtick' at 
this fpeech, -but being' a man 6f th^ 
moft prudent ^dm^rt»i>e»< vihtt^ his In* 
teceft ku>c(Mdevit^,''Jie'gra7elj^ i'n'treat< 
cd>!th« Itttf; to 'pdft|p6rt6 (fte 'mmehce 'd^ 
bonilhtileive. vtiitii fhe^wtftSiat coutd be' 
daae VHth hia daughtw, on' hef return^ 
*»I may expeft every Aiiig/ fild he, •from 
^her dDciillitjrasf Osiih^r^ but it will be 
^dangerous to drive her to extretnicies, as 
^(he cah. cdmimhd th« manfi|;etten'c of 
^her whole fortune, the day file i^ of 
^ age^^ Had (he made ati irnproper choice, 
\iu ail: p^obaUlily; |(hould have 'reaped 
•" txtdr^r ffivantage, than' fiP Ihd %zk evert ^' 
f given to your nephew; But we ihaU 



'■■ be better able to judg^ . in fome ihotf 

^you.' Mrs* Swfnjion's fha^i^fterjftic Ije- 
ing that of.goo4 natijfe, (be yjfjJ^d ta 
the counfeilor's importunity, ^d ricftored: 
his fatisfadion oi'^^tuty by a ^^romiie oF 
receiving his future vifits^ ' ; ^ • 

• -.•♦■ •« » • 
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*)^iiV^ISS Fortefcue and mifs Stevens 
S M ^ ^^^^ contraftcd a friendlhip, 

from fimilarity of difpofitiony 




lOfi)tiHji jand equality, pf age. The for- 
mer fighed for the captain, the latter for 
the baronet •, but were reftrained from com- 
municating the fofc inclination of their 
hearts, even to each other,* from a prin- 
ciple of delicacy infeparable to the .mind of 
the retired, modeft >8irgin. . 

.Brighiley *wa$, by no means, thcjqgree- 

able place mifs Caroline had kno^n it j in 

her imaginatiqai the i^aods .ftqerfi all bnefy^ 

the melody gone % rofes became 'lefs £aif^ kfs 

(weet^'tlian when .blulhing bcncaih'.chfe 

eye, and gathered by the valued Jiand>» of 

thq 
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the youthful captaiA. The road Jfrom . the 
v4Jage tp Mn. JohofonV. £ar^»;K^,?| ^?.^f^ 
vogritc w^lk, .{^ it,;<|c^ 
many, pl^fing. recolle^ojqLS qif t^^nijer. 
declaration Mr. Finch had t|ierp eijitcrtaia- 
cd hpr with, of his affeftion for her;. She 
fccrcdy wUhed hiA rcturn^durif^j^ cpn- 
tipuance in_ th^ count;^^, but de^^of 
^jfifiag fy ^tcac a hapf iiieJ&.. .Hfer ijiP. 
imffd*^ thoi^hts iwcre wholly eri^oflTcd l^ 
the haadjfon)* b^fontt;,' his uipidefftandiiig. 
anid poll tepefs equally eng^ed bee appro> 

Iiiatiop^ hid behaviour tOr bis j^othfsr* JIm^ * 
Qro^ yid gfaerous . ^ttachtaer>t to H^j^. 
bfpthery were irrefiftible charms^ ^nd.thfi 
whole world appeared as nothing In her 
i^ht^ in com^tition with that amiaUa 
youtiL ; . . . 

- ^^had M9 been two monthi at Bright* 
fey, divk^ which time the bacomt con^ 
tii^vasd fulhrn, and abnod inacceffibie to hiA. 
fii^idi^ who waa akrified-add a^i^'0d aC-^ 
the une^cpefted change. • How ikdiC dfc- 
^f^eiidance^^ 1m nMuid ia^ to ttifi Sbe^^ 
■ ^- bur&^. 



bttrae^ * daght «re Vd hatve Ufton th« humaii ' 

* 1ititt\ To-dtiy it' approves, artd cfverflom' 
*\tli}x tbe grateftil" pifofeffidns of fHeridftrp* 
« ^nd k'fi^dien } to<-ihottt>w it is dir^fted,' 

* it kaovntiotv/hft becotntfs (ioki, feferved,* 

* and diflngenuous, and, by preventing an 

* eclairdflstnent witH its womtd fkvotirKe, 

* ^bfihiiftfs tvery mesta of btfing undtf> 

* trtivfed*, diihbiifbd) and recbitoiled, Wlio' 

* Vbuld have itnagitied that I, who fiseOMd 

* ib entirely p6Selkd of fir Wilfiam Bright-' 

* fey V eftioekn^ ftould faM into dil^iiaa, '' 

* tmcbfllblduB of hstvingoffended) and re<' 

* main: tininfopthfed of hiy oilk^cet But I' 

* ^^ per(bver« in * pitiiiit Hiliiniindii tt>< 

* chit ftite^e, mwty aflUtiied h«(moui-» and 
*:oo«v^<trhim, that itnitf^tlty cif bdttrf is i) 
Mltvte^btlitig fupp«rt.* 

< Sir'Wiftiam,' wtutrted ttatk Shtflbwiife, 

* M, in' thi^ 1nfhthc«, afi undeflidbfe eivfr-' 
*dence, that«v«h the utnloft g^od fehfe a 
«fttiib}e, ahd th«t effor and peifeAioti is 
*• fy intdr\vOVenr in our nature, as to W ih>' 

< ibjparable^ and with ooif<Ave0; nuliftia- 

' . ; ' ; guifliah(e. 



5 which tiasie will) ^Qubtlci^^. u^y^^v^^* , < 
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WiWsffiieo<J,:;frf>infch^alceetfiQn iK^Jhi^iJif- * 

iM^MfiAtfKii^ ^e-wa» guilty ,oft in rewimng 

]Kt i^xcliidifig bimMtamA knowkdg^ o£Ms 
bear c,;.i)iuftmng his orasfianyi amd^t}iflifcin|^ 
hisM6aiivirrik(i0^i rH^w»Jld;c©ter ibe ptr- 
Unf rcfolved toi^tpffi^'&rhlspaftiiqkiad- 
qrfs> by proofs; of rtrperitftMe^Md tcr,*- 
JichjBcnti J^:fottDdihiDifcIf:.inc^piit)ULof 
^ing/fuch apart a\Jae himl^fi^QPlid^iip- 
prov^^ and would quii^ th^ mc^ abruptiyi 
jVj4 PWfce frdhi ^foli|ti^S,r vyhicb/hc :?was 
equally ui]ftWe to «t}h^e io, . * S*:<5ly,* Jijk- 
vpwld fayt .^ I am a.fl^v? w^ falfe^ho^^s. I- 
^.atrxundcr aa. cngageip€;9t;itQ pref^riimfs-* 
' SiicveiU5,.iW.hy; :c|o. I.'.ilwfe-: iCfdate jhtfe- 
f4ifflicultic^,ja»i«anftfaui myfci/, mth^^ 
,-^' * lpc£t 
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{pi& to acknowledging I am at laft bi^* 
tortit zlovet ? BWt I' kntow not who the* 
ISay isj' wbiritfe ftfe fcothcs/ of what con-* 
Wextonis'lhe has-, aHdi' perhaps, the firft* 
fruit c(f Irffjr afit'ftiortate dedaratroh would 
be the affliAing difcovery, that (he is deC- 
tintd fyfy<iAh^¥\Mh i iihd that *fbejr arc 
rpeedilf t* tej-^xtekdd^t^f' a-fecned-rke^ 
«^'Whkh' may ftrohgtheii, bat 'cannot in- 
•^creafe, theirlong, long engaged eftttn*. 
^ i cannot Jbeaf th;i« • toituH»g ftifpcnoe^ 

* Had I btf e the courage, the juftkfigt ^ (o 

* glTei Steucns a Qiane in my diftrefsn my 
•doubts woutd foon be difpelted : he would 
•Inform himfel^ ahd me^ of every partiou* 

* ktrl (cottld ^ilfat to know, and fo(>th my 
•4bui<o«peaci; )by -his unanAverableTeafoti*' 
^ifig^'Md g^ntlo perfuarfion^i ' I wilt ivh 
I'ttamly fc^k'him', 6b^:aib- hit pardon-for 

* the late eflfirdls^-my weafencft aivdfolly^ 

* and- folidt his friendly aiffiftance, to rc- 

* Acre me to my wonted chearfulnefs,- and 

* heart- felt fetwfaAbn. Thi» method, t 
^' know, by-experknde,^ I ano unable to pur-' 
^ fur :«-n- bur^ >^^ if I cannot- fp?ak^ I can 
^. ' - • writ^— 
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<o£xi)OFtifiGMim/ Afi chift Miiic^ liM4tf g' 
the. j^cocfld^.' xfmmai% abooc hitti, he 

fpccies of ^irf-tx>fM>>pe]fite9Cit]li ^ mbidi br 
had no fooocr €Oi|if>leated» €faMi>hedq^ 
lited it m^ft fibct cpytn^c^; fait £nMidh^ 
bed: -i.:* . ', 



t -, ! ' • '.'.' 
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* T S it poffible that you caei be g ftraitga^ 
^•JL to the 0gi;aiionft! of >yoiiir {rlthdff 

* ^af t: ,^ . . by putnetr^ion alooc, I Aaoiild 
^ iiQ^>P?» you wQ^U dqteft )etf ^:^i^iai ' 
^i^jfm^thjr if4yU» iKKaolbritisyDii^ liitf' 

* pur 6ic;Qid i^, a( laft, caught in fimibr' 

* pils^ by ^hicb you have been lotig^env 
^t^iD^led. Q^ Stevem^ I eoDJureyou to^' 

* ^cpo^lca.(|n( p^( li tot* in yodr htttx^ ' 
*ipg9,Jioi^I^«Jwaj»:iciu a wiUipg cw oi' ' 

* ywr c{H^pi^»iffM^iiequked cver^^^ 

* tion 



THEIR MuMMJft. f6^ 

f iipo il tkougbt oould "be ftrvkeable t6 
^iyi>iHi rfdid . finoerriy . miOmdl ^^ou ha{>plty 
^iWted: Ml tfaci7obj«ft/of your btfft affirc- 
^ ^ipo^ Uad'.I: bbou "dip^ble, \vith what 
^ ple^iUroiwtald 1. hi»c oh&to&ed every 
^ itti^^itncntf.^nd opeoetiafucctfsfirhpath 
^ t^lhfliAttkiamOBiC'Of yMr 'ii^ifliek! Some 

^-iAdJkfiftfy,. ]^> filiy iMhn)^, that yoo en* ^ 
^ jsif ifihe iGOMinuM ftlkity of eritcmrnitig 

* .?(be sptodmh ybii iMt; I^UMfntbn tiot theft 

* particukrs as taxes upon yoar gratitude, 
^ but in order to induce you to pity^ aqd 

* fpare me. 

' 1 You xe6St^\M hour lon^l entertain^fl 
« a dofira CO lite your lifter, how ftron]^ly I 
^ ^nep&^pMpoflMieit/iA hir favt)tii^;* and wh^fc ^ 
^ianbfafftienirliipMtnUbd f^yJRrlf; in t^il)!^' 
^ you.broriier i buttHoic doys^re how h6 
« more 1 a ftranger has mude that conqu<ift 
^ i'woold Jiave reierved for h^, and &p- 
^ plabtttdliev image in t&f\ heart; 1 no 
^ longer fighfinDin an i<migina^pti{^, wt- * 
f witfaftaodingall t^unctrtain^efound tt^S 

• I fear 



166 EitcH.Sfx.Mt 

I fear young Finoh has a pfipTr ckriiPi ttf 
the objcftcxf inyjadtijvaliM ioOQi; at%^ fo 
dcfpMrafeJc, . as w ?ven wifli ,i[0;jjtf|w{iAfc 
i^y h^ppipeft, at dtjbe cacpcijc^ of » his, f jFar 
gone, as I feel I am> Inrjenild^tit fecj^ivt 
her lovely hand bw in 4aonjua[^^|i^.4fjth 
her heart, , qflr^ f oqftitutfi c)?!ft #figcte)ftc^ 

ducc her. a€€cpm|if5e jof mew- / 1 bave^pc^ 
thing to f«ar from you 5 you fee 3wth 
other eyes than mine* I conjure yi^u, 
then, by our pad; frienddMp^ to beco«ie 
my advocate; tell her how greatly I 
efteetn h&r^ £cJicit her tender appf9t)atioD 
for me ; but be fure^ above all thii^yi to 
cnake ygurfelf acqujunted with the true 
fta^te of her inclinations. If you cam, ;upon 
eqqu^ry, and conveffing.w;tfc jj^-jvgjvc 
me the happy aflurance^ that her heart ^ 
free fr^m every impreilk)n) you wilU in- 
deed> fpeak my felicity. My youth Tub* 
jefts mt to this violence of paflion ;. you 
-kniow lamnot.aienfualiQ; -her mind, aS 
well as. peribn,. has engaged me^^and) I 
fear, too much of my peace is dependant 

* upon 



^' up»* hfct fewur; But let me not forget 
'^ Aiy^<*ft'k)f inp«)t?ie!^, (he has a right to be 
.^^tfbflftrtte*, ^'^ftohas fevcf^ tx>nfalted •my 
^ ^afe. Th^ eye that has watched me from 

* my fcafHeft exiftene*/ with the moffi ten- 
-^'deranxitety/Ihall never (bed ;i tear at tnjr 
v^ itidifiifetfe efcokeJ-ShefhrtlhtveadaiigH- 
-" tdrt^ '(♦hen I bwe ^>We^ tiot would I faxJri- 

* fice hei* repofe to maki myfelf an em- 
'* pcror. The heart that has ever beat with 

* maternal tcndernefs, (hall never be wound- 
-^ed by its darling bbjeA. ... 






' Can you, Stevens, can you guefs by 
'» whom this change in my difpofition Is 

* wrought? or is it neceflary for me to men- 
'• tion Mr. Finch's fair vifitor ?' Fgive up 
^ lily connexion with your femily' with re- 
^^ gfct; I wifti your^ amiable fiffer a more 

< valuable and fteady lover, and fhall ftill 

* rejoice in, and endeavour to ftrike out the 

* means of, her and your good mother's 

* felicity. SuffVr not your r^ard for me 
'< to be dimidtfted,* by 'hiy' involuntary 
^ falling off in one particular, but remcmf- 

* ber 



^^8 J£ach'$e^ f^i*. - 

« Yon camiQ^jf ftrHt WQ^ yowtii^f tore ^ 

« puuii^ your nyumi setuffiofity c^ itotft 

, * out <rf the qufftiop^ ji;9$ef»lj|;-]*p9f(ip]f, 

^ therefore;, in the c;i^fe of yout mm^ {o^od 

/ friend.; ,» q^wfe* fB 1th.« (iicwft fif vWoh 

* Adicti, my worthy Stcvtfns? 

By fome unlucky fihaocc tJw IptOsrtffp- 
ped un4er theboUlcr,.»nd was uoperceived 

4nw .tiwi;g»i:d^ §irWilH«W h«l aypifjcd 
Q^titug ^ fri^B^'P qw :Hll the d9y» (vrf. 

ycMiqgUldy, iiofU bf ^ nsq^v^ an.asfvor 
.to bis k^v: 

... > 

Ti:tf .t»,il9d o^e.wfiv ordencdtofae 
conveyed to ;t4it(te fufriffimr^^ufe, fieu^ed 
on a moun( i^ iiroQi wJience^ jumflg fp^ac 

fbmc 



ft^vK^in^ftitndly chati • they all defbended, 
tiftsd^ /IS' the gardens were large» «ach took 
the: fwitc' moft agreeable to their fancy. 
a)he fiiir blends, and the baronet, feparated 
t^emlelres from the wHer multitude ; but 
fdOHr m^ Fortefcue, inftruftcd by love 
zlam^ dtfca^red the Secret tncHnations of 
timryMthfyXpzitt^nd^ very good natured*^ 
ly, dropped them, in a winding alley, to 
give them an opportunity of converfing 
without a witnefs, and herfelf the liberty 
o£ indtilglng fome particular reflexions. 
Tive baronet, and mifs Stevens, were fo 
deepty engaged in contemplatirig the beau* 
tics of natwei that they were got at fome 
diftance from the feat on which mifs Fortef- 
cue had repofcd herfelf, before they were 
(eniible they had loft her company. Sir 
William firft made the pleafmg, unexpe(5t- 
cd difcovery, when mifs Stevens immedi- 
ately propofed returning to feek for her 5 
but the baronet eafily perfuaded the credu* 
loos-maiif^lhat flie had given them the flip 
iftrovdcr ;to divert herfelf with alarming* 
them, and hadj doubtleis, joined the other 
I Vt)L, II. I party. 



jijo, Eacv Sex im 

gentkoKUi, ' you dai;e (r^jC^ %9l^^\i ^n^PX- 
^ my cocidud, we fl^ rejoin t^eoi ;^ the 

^ cermiiuttoi;LoftU3liji;tilel^7TU^9i9^^^ 
' I canaoc miliLead you, if! w^ &;4i%!Pif4*' 

* I, fir/ Turned a>if6Sl«viW5fu ''.Wk^^i^^ 
^ from l?ciog fufpwujWi, th^t I b.^y« jgi;e«:. 
« confideniw in, )ww pco|?c^3i5ip.f ' If ym 

* ,k,fie\af roy he^r^, m*%|n/ ^ef Ijed tl» bg- 
roaet, v^UK fpfn^e confuAoa, Vyqu, \)^(Mj4d 
^/lot doubt my beiog well affia^d to«a^43 
< you. Buc M{bQ. caa beb^ fi>, qi^a^ming 
^ an objciS; withp^.t ^^Q^if^Ji^iPA i* 

Thfs Uttle ma?^« ia whi^K^qr Iqt^^ m^qf^ 
got togstjhcr, wa« C9isip0fp4 of ftjfih flwrt 
wndJDgSp that ii;'wa$ poffWe for aoype^- 
foil to be at a, cpnyenient 4ift4nC€ fc^ over- 
hearing a converiaicion, MujtihcHit ^f^ dis- 
covered. Mr. Scevens and cpifa. Slielbucne 
had, uncjefignedly , ftrwck; iaf oj this intrieaije 
track, ifift as the bi^ronet mtecedi the w^rd» 
above inferted, wUich tliey diftio^ly heai^d. 

* The plot begins to thicken/ wbi(percdt»i& 
Shelburne, ftniJingi • I hayq lon^ fttlpe^* 

fed 



^ <d this; if we are but dcxteiHHi& we ikdl^ 
f hear it unfolded/ 

^ I5 madam/ refumed fir WiUiain, * w«i 
^ free £rom a variety of fenfttions I now 
^experieficey until I had the pfeaftjre of 
^ beholding you; It was not merely a face 

* that coukt attraft me ; bue my heart has 
« proved unable to refiA the viruted charms 
^ of per&A and miad.^ 

MHs Stevens fell a pleafing fenfl^Uey at 
the baronet's profeBion-, but, notwitkfbnd- 
ing fhe wiflied him to declare himfeUF mote 
largely^ flie had not the couragp to pronmtc 
the fubjefiu Sir William was fiient» flie 
Vas diftrefled, and enquired, with a view 
to conceal her difbrder, how far the la«' 
byrioth extended ? 

* It is infinitely too limited,* returned 
the lovcr^ ' to permit me to dcfcribe the 
^ tender inclination you have infpired me 

* with. This is a cafual and uncxpeded 

* opportunity., ai.d, rnaUain, let me inircat 

^ z . . * you 
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^ you to render it a happy one, by conde^ 

* Icending to refcdve the fingle queftion; 

* whether you arc engaged, or not, fn yoor 

* affeaions ?' * My life, fir William,' re^ 
plied mifs Stevens ' (exclulive of my jour- 
^ ney to Brightley) has -hitherto been.fuch 

* as has fechided me from all fbciety with 
^ men of breeding and merit ^' oonfequerit- 

* ly, whatever- natural fufceptibility Imay 
^ be endued with, has been unawakencd. 

* But youj fir, have not been fo confined 

* in your travels •, not only the fine faces 
^ of England, but even thofe of France 
^ a'hd Iialy have been familiar to your eyes: 

* £xcufe me, then, if I impute the high 

* complinfient you have paid me, to polite* 

* nefe alone.' . * I will,' faid the baronet^ 

* to remove every doubt of my fincerity, 
^ with your permillioni lay my whole heart 

* open to you. 

^ Some few years ago, I was as much 

* unacquainted with your fex, a$ you can 

* poifibly be with mine, Brightley, the 
^fiace of my nativity, had retained nty 

• unwil* 



T»iiii Humour. %y^$ 

* Oflfwhling refidence, from my birth until 
f that period, and d«ni«d me the faci&fac* 

* tion I have Hnce enjoyed. I, indee)d, con** 

* ceivcd an imaginary attachment to the 

* the fiftcr of my friend Stevens, from the 

* defcription 1 received of her i that im* 
^ preflTion prcferved my "heart from every 

* foreign attack, and i believed myfdf 
*- fixed in the refolution of vifuing that 
^ young lady, and foliciting her acceptanfre 

* of my heart: but mils Stevens's image 

* is perfeftly erafed from my .l?reaftr ^oct 
f I became acquatnied with ..yqu i i I < p9 
^ longer remember her acKno.wledgpd.flio- 
f lit, and refemblanoe ta my . bgndfofne 
f friend, but find, in your corporoa]}. and 
f mental accompUfliment, all that i3i &ir, 
f lovely, and Valu^bk/ - .: >: j; 






Mifs Steve ns-w!as,thunder{lruclc byji^^s 
lad fpeech, and was about to difcover her 
name to tbfi baronet ^^ when. her J^rocher, 
fufpe&ing herdefign, emer^^d,: wjtj^.tp^is 
Shelburne^.frbm tbeir concealoierH,;, s^i^ no 
JcIsJfurprized^ than mortified,., tl^e iavf^^i^ 

1 2; Mifs 
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Mife Shelburfte rallied thfefti nfth gf^at 
-goodnatufre aftd politenefs, o» thtit having 
■ftrollcd from the -company,, into fticA a re- 
tired w^k ; and it was fofne fiine before 
the baronet could io far recover - himfelfv 
as to return the complimtnt* They then 
returned, by joiiftt e6nfent, by the vray £\t 
WilHani and mifsSttvens had eanle, rn or- 
der tc^ find isrtfs FortefcUe, who had noi 
quitted her hiwil feat during their abfence,. 
and e^cufed herfetf for bayiiig played thcnv 
Hfth a flippefy tricky by icomptaimng <rf a! 
flight higifid<^ach. Mr. Scevet^s tnjp^ the 
higheft ffttisfiiaHOfi frdd^ ihe dHeovtry hfr 
h^d m^uk, which he had not an oppereu- 
mty iof ifllMmUig tody Brtgbifey of thai 
night. At %)per tfiey wtre very gay^ 
Mr. Fic^h exerting Im Mtmoft gMd^iO'- 
moar for the entertainment of his friends^ 
tvf^o did n^t take ehei^lftdve until a late 
hour» afid^ <m their Arrival dt the hal]» thef 
iftftantly ittitedtt) their refpeftiw ^att*^ 
tnemis* ' 
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Mr. SteveiB foond th( baroiret's letter 
laid upon hU tabic 'by tlife faoufe-maid^ who 
tnentioned tte place, with .furpriie, where 
ihe bid found it. Mr. Stevens no fooner 
"f^erttfed the contdnc^, than he conceived 
Th^ manner of theMcident^ and impatiently 
^i^pt&edxi^rmottAnkg. His heart was agi- 
tated by a variety ^f pafTjOns, occafioned 
frakh the varioiis deicriptioiiis in the cpiftle ; 
furprife was fucceedcd by, mortification, 
mortification by compafTion, compaflion by 
ftf^hmiiiksrfikWtmmhy iatisfadion, &c. 
Btc. But tht certainty bf hJs friend's affeQ- 
iSon f6r his fiftei*, made afneods for every 
ifl\?ng. VI Aril, sA laft,^ raid ht, * have a 
^ br6*tt- ih ttjrftfelerWd friend, h^y fitter a 
^ gefifertus hufband, and my inbther, i 
^ hoble, tMrit^ribu^ ton.' Mifs ^heibtirne 
. participated, by fympathy, in Mr. Stevena'a 
IcHdty, ztiA paiTed the fttght Ia pleafing 
l:ofnt^plations. Ijady Brightiey, ignorant 
6f all that had I^B^ened, ehjoy^ her ai:* 
toftonied fer^nity, without fkddition or al- 
llay. Sir WiUiam eagerly fought for an 
tthfwer ffoltn his friend, at teai); to approve 

1 4 his 
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hi5 fiame, ijf npt encourage it* «nd 
greatly chagFtfied .ax Im^ difapf 
lie 0ept, litti^^ but .c<%nl()M hitalfelfrwwt 
the^foothidg hope qf not bciogdtfageeeabfe 
to his admired iair-Qnc* *,Sfee.ctidefitl|r 

* feemed/faid he, * mthcr. to. doubt, the^ 
^ finccrity;. 4>£ my afFeQ^ion for»h€r,j:than ofr-^ 

* fend^d.jit $he cjpclawiioiv^f it.i .vTbrrftt^ 

* terruption;pf.Sjcy€i>j^ai{k4 cnifs SfacHmrne^ 

* was very .wnfe^foiiabk/ 



«'- 



MifV: i^'prtefcue fpent iame ftort time* jo 
lamen»^jl^5^h^ppy pR%vtMknc{tfs£\\kpi^ 
face, comp^d, as ^e was, to Sy heiribi- 
ther's houic,, to avoid the man.Ike Bate^^ 
and misfortune at iKxt meeting mixh-pb^^ 
man flic. Ipv^ ; reflcftions which coft her 
fevcral /^gl^ yznd by np meaas cootribjiteri 
to her repofc- Mifs Stevcfvs was pus^d^>^ 
to the lait. degree, by reflecting upon fh^. : 
baronet's iDyftcriousconvcrfation. To love v 
her, as the filler of his friend,; and^ ;When. 
imagining her .aftranger, to contraftXu^h : 
regard for her, delighted, ., perpl^ed, 

~^fed> and mortified her. She conceive4 

the 



TH^EiR Humour; fyj 

iBfiie baronet was deHined for roifs For« 
teicue, wbiclv rather occaGoned acoldnefs 
tniwnds/ tiiat lovdy girl m her heart; and 
0» peHtiaded herfelf, (he woifld not encou- 
mge herown growing inclination {or hiniy 
isintil thaodoubt was removed* She judged^ 
ftomM$ generofity to her brother, that he 
yria !UiCapable*o£ being, biafled by pecuni<» 
ary c^nlideratibns ; but, whfen her iniagina* 
tiou enumerated themkny merits mifsFor- 
tefcue poflTefled, (he (aw but little reafon to 
hope, that the youthful baronet Ihould be-» 
hold*herwith*1ndifferenc^* Sleep,, however, 
at Jengjth,. fubdued"iU! her fufpicion's and 
jealoufyi by his ail-healing Band, and, by 
difplaying a foft, ^ flattering fcene, fancy 
compenfated all her fufieringsf. 

lot the morning, Mr. Stevens arofe ear- 
lier than his ufual cuftom, in order to ob-' 
taia aaaudience from* lady Brightlcy, with- 
out her fon's. knowledge. Mifs Stevens. ' 
was with her ladyfliip when he was. admit- 
ted into her dreffing-room;, and he put fir ' 
William's letter inta her hand,, without 

1 5, eixhec 
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d Ekcwife infinaate, that, iPffife 
c "j cco oicgd you to any ftmihr tbat 
'*f iCCCfTrpany you to her fioufc, it 
.1 ^narVadd to her proteftihg fS-^ 
•^ --^^^. JLs TOUT knowledge^ madsfcfn, of 
^ ----^ IcslTt tj btxt £!!eht. and the affeftion 
^ ^^"Mn ,rmi Mrs. Flach for you nloft ftCf- 

^n?tr crxT fee furpriled that a 

^^c^»attvi vith thefe particulars, 

- >s:c ivi*' -ic yott to apply to the bt- 

3^.^,. 3»c5m^^ J^. Fiiicb has a^fon^ 

^ :^^^ ^Mjcjtr^i to ix^pe, that thcrt 

in ftbrefSr 

hrs puHic foK- 

> -c.<> ^ ><jtjr >e«t aarf hand. The 

-^^ -^ -^ ^^«^i^:trcs^ wHodytakH 

^vx>4V^<N ^ut: :a^ptt*ablc circuffl* 

^^; :»-^>cr ccrft<£-de, that you 

^^v^.X ,.vs >^x-%^:^^ ^v^^^^ matter 
'^ ^ ^^^ '^^^<^?rtrv^o t>et«teii yo^- 
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->.- V. v.^v-x..^ <^^tovxj^6^^^ ^ you 
V v^ XV. v.. _^ i>x..^^ ^_ :> ^^^^ as 

t gladly 
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ekher preface er aj^bgf. This jiflfefttonltte 
ftiother was not dbk ta ga throu^ the 
cofitemsr uoaflbifted^.flftd bcgg^rd ,Mr.^ Ste«> 
veils to tead it aloud, Wheo he lmldonc» 
^ It is a patnfti) pleaftirc . to me,' ietd her 

* lad)rlfaip^ ^ to be acquainted with mylbli'!^ 

* tndinations without undeteiring him *, we 
••will no longer. tormeat him; I» there^ 

* foFc, intreat you, immediately to r<^eat 

* all our fcheme to him,, our reaibns ibr 
^ making diis ^al of his heart, and teli 

* him,^ we congratulate' both him attd our* 
^ fclyes on its fucccfs/ Mr. Stevens obey- 
ed her iadyfhip's tommands, and wrote at 
follows :. 

* My DBAK Sir,. 

< TQRESUMING upon the. generofity of 
^ Jl your difpofuion, and in order to dif- 
•^ cover the real and untiafied fentiments oC 
*your heart, I do coafe& I have bcca 
*" draWn in. to praftice much deceit towards. 

* you,, and yet am bold enough^ to flatter 

* myfelf, you will remit my tranfgreffito.. 

* Know, then, that the hdy who has, hap*- 

* pily, engaged your admiration and 

; cftec% 



THElk HlTMOUHr >7^ 

' ^ tAcem^ is fab other than Fanny Stt^cn^, 
^ ih* bctevcd fiftfer of that Wiafl v^ht is un- 
'^' def fochinfiiAd oMigatibhs to you. My 
^ grahdfatHer hii bid good night to this 
** lower world, and, poor man, though late, 
^* reWnted, and bcftbwcd a provifiori upon 
'^ us, far beyohd our hucnble expectations i 
^ my filler is now Entitled to eighteen thou- 

* fand pounds, frdicve toe, fir, her for- 
. * time has no oth^r weight with me, than 

•^ as h may ferve to convince your relation^ 

* and guardians, that, Hotwithltanding yot^ 

* hatve long honoured a dependent, pcnny- 

* lefs being with your fritndfhip and coun- 
^ tenancc, you have Hot chofcn a beggar 
^ for yoiir wife. iTie noblcncfs of your dlf- 
^ pofition, your undcrilaridirlg.and foTbrlety, 
^ are, with me, more valuable rccommenda- 

* tions, than your title and fortune ; and I 
- ^ would mueh rather be allied to the one, 

^ fhto ihtitled to the othei*. Fanny's appro- 

* bation of you is apparent, through the 
♦all prtJpcf di%uifts<Jf virgin modefty: (he 

..•^muft, indeed, have been blind, had fhe 
f cemained unfufceptible of the uncommon 

L 6 * quali^ 
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^: qu^UBc^tii^m^. you axe ^ma&er c£^ : Tfhi^ 
I WW my, appn&beHfiaQf wbeo.jfoa ^rcfr 
•fed a dcfir^ripf engaging -Mr.gEkichet^ 
•.&YC my aiotiher 4iid,hfti&^,.k»riwtip«i-60 

VPrightkyv I. borrowed -ihc Wat frooj 

* you^ ^nd hope you will pardon -an innot 

* €cnt ftratageisi^ jp4iich yo«; yogtfctf fug? 
<geftcd:tOrmy imagi«4tion. .X^adyfiriglidty 
♦,teyi/in conj^nflioa witfa roi& Shelburnc^ 
S]!^. and Mrs. Finch^ bav€ been aiding 
'^ and ajfliftidg. The poor girl and yourt 
) felf,' wfire alone^ ignorant of oar deGgns^ 
V, We have compliniented each other> ia 
•^very-high Pterins, on our newly 4ifi:qycr(?4 
•, Uknt for plotting^ the fuccefs of our im- 
% dertaking inconteftably evincing/even.iq 
f the, mpft rigid judgcmentji our pdll an4 

* ^iliuc5* If we are fo happy as to be ac-* 
raw?;f€d:by yw, we (hail greatly, rejoice i 
^judge, then, how your applaufe woul4 

* exah us ! I am^ with the mod unfeigned 
trefpeftan^regardx , ■, 

'» '• ^ * your moft obcdientj &c.' 
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, (A fervant was difpatched with this eiHl|le 
Jto the bavonet^ who received it with a 
.^recnUhig hand* Od . exiimining ics^con^ 
«emsv ho doubted of the reality of hts e)N 
iftenctf, fancied all arouild him was dek^ 
tkOBf and) in (hort, was as ramamic in hi^ 
-ioiaginationy as any hero upon antient re^ 
cord cbiild Be. When his furprife begart 
10 fubfide, and hfe was capabk of recaHm^ 
^18 fcattered reafon, he ordered the^fervant 
to tell -Mr. Stevens, helhoiild be glad ;t4 
fee -him for a few moments.- No foonef 
y^as the meffagc delive^^d, than that gen- 
tleman flew to the ?lparttnent' of hisfriehvf. 

* I hope,*faidMr. Stevens,' on cmcHrig the 
room, * I have not deceived myfeif witA 

* vain expeftatioiM, but that my patron and 

* benefa&or is difpofcd to give me my ac- 
^ cuftomed fh^re to his valued friendftip 
•i and" heart ^ •• - - ' '•'■ "■;'"•. 

* Stevens/ returned the baroneti raking ) 
him by the^ hand, /^you ought to know 
^ mysdifporition ; my afie^ion for you was 
f undiminilhedi even at the moment I 

t ihunned 



* fc^AftecI you moft; ' Br SfltfrtaT! tititAl a^ 
^ fom c(»fe to etift, ^ ^Mbmn ;f0i^ vj^ti 

* that 1 h^c my every wilh atkrMif^ihed, 

^ Menf, by 4 blrottMfSyiBlliftQ^ej 

^ kig yomr wortl^ paivni: for tii}i f^oad i 

f-tii^t. Do Stttcer mti Lata ao^ diijp^foi IjO^ 

^ tek^.Iarge draught TiUmel Xn npt^iS- 

^Agreeable tA your Miiabfe fiAe? i thMihe 

^ <thic it fii^l n<ot be lotig bdute o\lr btfppy 
^ union filall. be cooifiletttedi WbesifMSL 
M be* Hflredtlced to hiirl h (he not to be 
infia^med of «j] your proceeedifigk ? WtU 
f tKH ydH" tnother vifit us« and (Confer ber 
^ apptobatioh upon nK> before the indrfi* 
f Jblnble knot is tied ? Aalwer tme.sdl theft 
^ queftioaS) tny^ brodtei* and aiy ftlbnd i' ^ £ 
^ bAve n4)W an opportunity,' faid Mr« Sfe^ 
vens, ^ of taking a mod pleating re^reagt- 

* upon you,, for the raillery you once played 
^ oflF vspon tne, land df laughing at xhi eha- 
^mourcd b^onet in turn^ but I wilifpitft 
f^Mty, zttA beg you. may no longer 4l^t 



^ Cr 



TiiBiit Hitmour; iS^ 

yourfelf from a place whtre your cottif 2k» 
liy h impatient^ txpdSitdJ! 



They immediate^ repaired to the breidc* 
iaft chamber, where thejr Were no fooner 
af fived thsui, • My &n,* faid the delightci 
l4dy Btighttey^ ♦^this is» indeed, a. happjr 
^ day ! I approve mifs Stevens as much as 
^ ydu can admire her, and (hal^ with tin- 
'^feigned pleafure, reteive and Uefs my 

* long-ele£ted, worthy daughter. May years 

* of uninterrupted felicity await you, nor 

* the miferable fate pf an eaf ly feparation 

* attend you I* •-O my mother,' Ikid fi^ 
William, • had you not been proplticw^ tb. 
•^ my choice, I mull ftill have been Wfetch- 
^ ed ! for it is your confent alone can ftamp^ 
^ happinefs on adelign of this nature. Yoa 

* will, I hope, love your daughter, from. 

* the united incitements of her grfcat merit,. 
^ as a Woman, and tendernefs, faith, and 

* aflFcftion, as a wife. How my aunt .Will 
•^ be brought to approve our intentions, I 

* krit)w not, but I fuppofe it will not be 
^ neceflafy to confult her * I You Ihall, 

!my 




t'&fcf . Each Sex in* 

.*tt)y dear,* returoed lid y^ Brig toley, ' 
*.her the complimmL to.inyite her m^I^^mb^ 
^ hufbiabd to ypur weddiAg.^ jf ^« dec}^:{ft«^ 
/^tbe mvltaaoa^ yoq.ha\[^ iM^.waiM^^f 4u^|y^' 

.^orrelpe^ to .accpfe ycmrfelf wj^h.^ Siie 

• is your father's- fifter, a ;. cqnQdecationi^ 

• which ought fa far to caocel the retn^irb- 

• brance of the weak fide of her character^ 
•.»s <o prevent; youj;^ fuHjii^g-Joqi'it. tgf a. ' 
•^cfiaqicy on .your part.'' > :.- 5 

^ • • - 

,Mir3 Fort^pue Cghed at this- ftappy 

Q:^^Ci not frQo:! eavy, as thatwas ap^i^ 

£g^ jier , geptle hofpoi |vas yia^cquaintei^ 

wrt^^ but from the painful rcfleftion of 

thf different compofition of her fathex'ji 

lieart, to this good lady's; 

' > 

Sir William, haftily dilpatched his breaks 
fall, and, dealing from the company, flew 
to Mr. Finch's. . * My good friend,' faid 
Be, * I have many things to thank you 

• for; I have had a myftery unravelled to • 

• me this morning, in the compofing of 
t which, X und^rft^nd, ypu yi^ a princi»- 



^ -pd agent, -I have dtcTarcd my! love, mf 
*^«il6thef Ii«v' apprbb^t toft/ and, I' am en^ 

* couraged'Co hbf>e^ ' n^ifs .S4evens will rioc 
^ 'wuhold her confirming voice, as, on that 
^ alone, our whole felicity is ^dependanfiw 
f Pr^, fir,^ whetc is the lady ? 

V 

•'Ci dear fir/ ceturucd Mr. Finch^ * be' 

* not impatient, I dare, believe (he will not 
^ take flight*, y.ou -were certainly defigned 

* by nature for each other ; for, I do iafllire 
^ you, (he is of a molt valuable difpofuioik 

* Tell me> young gentleman, arc you wit 
f ling to reward the noble part I have ftiC-' 
' tained in this drama,, by perinitting me 
^ the honour of conferring the child of my 

* much eftecmed, friend- upoa yoa?* * I 

* know no one,.* replied fir William, < from^ 

* whQfe hands I would, more gladly receive 
•her 5 and wifli you could, perform the 

* feme grateful office for my friend, and> ' 

* make him happy with mils Shclbuxne/ , 

*«YoU: are a gracelefs youth,* returned 
^rFinch^ * would you dcftroy your aunt 

^ aft 



.vf86 Eft en Sex f» 

^ « once ? Thnik yo« vbfli: yovrr Ulftri'fi!^ 

* with the AvaAWi ttfl«f^ l«ill Hot «v«ttnd 
« het 4de^jp €fte«gh ? She wduld dcHi^frrj I 

* ftfti tef^ftiA, furvivey the ^orwpKcafe& 
.<Wb<fr./ Mhai^e/ faid fe WiHfem, *tkis 

* day two mohtftt,- fe^h&lt jgl^and aniriVtr- 

* fary of my birth, which will intitle me to 
? *the hi^Agitnfent'etf ihy fortune, tiM my 
"* nttgWxwts to a tevdHi)^ hovtt: If 1 cin 

* Jfrtt-ifl upon thSfj SrtJydtej to beftoW her 
■^ hitfid vpoti me it thit peKitid, thu ^ad- 
•^ntftt^tAy dtrtiiiem, -IhaM bfe tdhittTiVi- 

■* Cited tb tkourattds,* * Ketef doubt it, 
■* ftr,* feid Mt, Ktitii, ** yoti Wfe ib wiahy 

* a(W:aties to pltaA ytftff feSiffc, that fiic- 
^ cefe ihUft be youtt; * * i hojje y6u ttili 

* not eSthide rty boy <:hattes and Mrs. Ste- 
" vehs, fifotn a pattrci^atton bf rfi6 gfchctal 

*jioyf amd to' my certain khowltdge, ftiy 

* brother Fkich would gladly tfiake 6m: at 

* fuch a feftivaL' * There ttall iiot dat 
« of thtM be iibgldded,* ittUifAea tht ba* 
ronct. 



THXIR HtlMbtJft. 'iffjr 

" 'Mtt. Finch and rtiift Stfevcns, thakingf 
^their appearanCfc, gave a turn to the con- 
verfation. Thfc baronet t)eeame filent, Mr* 
Finch laughed aloud, the ladiei were fur- 
prifed, and Ibokid, ^ith carious meaning 
on the officer. 

» 

• Why ti-u!y,' Taid that gentleman, * the 

* baronet has been confulting about fix- 
'* ing his wedding day, and appointing 
'* the particular regulation of it. "Mrs. 

* Stevens/* our Charles, and my gouty 
f brother, are to be >nvited j yet no ibon- 

* er did the blooming bride elea, ap- 

* pear, than, filence * Ibaled the lips of my 

* loquacious companion.* Mrs: f'lnch had 
too much good nature and delicacy, to 
enjoy the coafufion of the lovdy pair. ^ I 

* really am angry with you,* Mr. Pinch,* 
iaid ihe, ^ £or your abrupt, ill-timed rail- 
^ lery. But defeat his purpofe, fir Wilr 
^ liam, difappoint him, for once^ of a plea* 

* fure he docs not deferve, at my fequcft, 
« by difregarding what he (ays ; nor do you 

* my Fanny, be in the Icaft diftonccrted/ 

la 



. . ^n .order ^to relieve the lovers, thts- hSf 
qaog the hcM foe the tea-kettle, Md hue* 
xiad the breakfaft. Mifs Stevens's heart 
VO^erwent a moft uncommon agitation ;^ 
fpom furprife and uncertainty, ihe longed 
for, yet. dreaded, an explanation of Mr^. 
Fiach's behaviour;, nor did. the baronet 
cojoy much more compofure. Mr. Finch^ 
ux obedience to his lady's req_uefting cyes^ 
y^lthdrew, an example ike foon followed 
herfelf, and left the baronet, at liberty^ tc^ 
explain her bulband's behaviour^ 

. Mifi Stevens made an effort to retirr^ 
but was gently oppofed by fir.Willianu 

* Pardoa me, m^am.* faid he,, * the diC- 
f order I have occafioned you, by the honelt: 

• bluntnefs of our common friend* Yau- 
/.had,, indeed, been long the fubjeft of 

•^.our converfation^ I have my nioxhex's 

• confent tfl Iblicit your hand ^nd hearty 

♦ will not mifs Stevena make her friend^ 

* happy, by the acceptance of one, who i^i 
•^favoured with, and encouraged by, th^ir 
fgeaeral approbation^?* 



J 



'/^^I, jSp, have no will of my own,^ irw 
pUed -aufs StewA»/ ^ Tou mull, yotf 
^rTOwft/ iBtcrrupted the baronet, ^ con- 
^•dcfcend to be more than paffire in an 

* -affair of (6 nice ami delicate a natcirc. 

* Your <:ompHaace with my humble folici-' 
^ 4aeion$, mufl: be voluntary, flowing from 

* fomt happy fympathy you feel, Yiou' 

* tnuft pronounte my felicity with your 

* own lovely lips y the voice of another 

* will not fatisfy. There is no impropriety 

* in granting this requeft, for if mifs Ste-^ 

* vens can receive me for her companion 

* and friend, and • coafirm that rteepcion 
^ by the moft folemn of engagements, in 
^ the prefence of a full congregation, furely 
^ (he may reconcile a whifper in my fa* 

* vour alone, and tinobferved, as we are 

* at prcfent, with her ftrifteft notions of 

* decorum/ • I fir, am fenfible of your 

* merit,* returned mifs Stevens, • and ap* 
« profrc it with my whole heart.* ' Say 
*ithen, my beloved girl,* replied the baro- 
net, ^ youconfent to my happinefsj and 

* that the day, on which I (hall «f^«5« rite 
f age of maturity, (hall give 



* .Hur Ip^ft a««ftictfi3/ ^ AIh fijf,' :fi|icj tW 

\mi^\y mwA^ ^ d^ not 'amam{«taiNr€cipi?< 

^Mf\ti oafi ?' * Np,j qqw iB«cla«i,, it isf « 
\j}^^ 4ifl»rK(8 of two cQiwpIetse mQnChs, 
*.l)^ore whkh ekn^ yw ftaJi hnvc the 

* pkafureof your 09q4 ^Qlher's cotnpaay, 
^ t0 ftreogihf n an^r iaippof t y<mr refolo- 

* tion ; iuJSes n)i( cfa^ii. iQlQok forward ca 
*that penffd^. a« a^ bappy one indeed^' 

* The oJ^ligatiw* you htve conferred upon- 
< my deai; bfoch^r^ had^. Iqp% befojre I be- 
•.held your, fi<,' feid/Bpift. Stweas^ * eo- 

* ^ged n^y highcflr gratitude ai;vd efteeov ; 

* wonder iio£ theri at due eafy co^^queft yxm 

* hgvje gftirwrd, the generous frrendlHip, 
« ibe bepigni^' and benevolence wUb wtiu:h 

* yow heirt U replete, di^ej mf fears, 

* and pkad your cai^fe mth irrefiftible 
*'clpqua>cf/ 

The baronet fpent feveral agreeable 
hours with his tniftrefs, and then returned 
to the haU, and impatrted his fuccefs, to 
his afieT)o:t. rrjeads, who congratulated 
him on iii:j Ui»pri,*i;cJjing happinefe. Lady 

Brightlcy 



Sf iglitley was well pleafed at the chofen 
day, and advifed Mr. Stevens to^apply to 
awib. fiboibume's father, for his eoofent, ^o* 
wed: Hifl ^ghten afi tbe fame bapt>y juac-'' 

Wfaik thinga. w«De. in thk^ fiiua«iota,' 

Miis, SUi9®bter-s,ciysJ/ genius pcvunpied her" 

iooiee maie tab attempt the dcftrudlioa of 

lyi^^ St^ieti^'sr hopAs, Q^ iMrvrying her 

Diec^ The- y^iac of fame, hjidi coomyod- 

to her/iA6dejkeftr9y th^ incredible ntms of 

MSi. Stevcft&'s^ change of fortune, which 

ri&pQf t fi)e WAS refolved to did^Hove^ She 

va^jued, bff^'felf upoa, h^r ipneciiioiv ajid\ mts' 

}>^rd. tp d^l^re, thM if 1 jtflgr firighdejr 

^hpTe tp; enak 4. bfiggoe* £iiQirt a^ grofs. im- 

pp^f\<m Q]^ a. ^amifatbci^s. nubte prpviftot^^ 

fyv' her,, yvho hioiielif M«as never .worth a 

groat, 0» would, tnkecaix toi prevent Mr. 

SJaugbcer's fasaily b^iog tatken in. . This* 

jdecltraitioa, did oat* howfyeiv reach the 

knowledge- of * lady Bvightley and her 

friocuds^ fos fame time. Mr. Stevens ad- 

dreiTed the father of his beloved, in the 

f^Uawing terms* 

<SlR, 



• 
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f ^TOcwitManding che unfavourable 
^ X^ ligbt 4n which I -was cwice reprc-^ 
f fenttd t0 you» I hope I may^ wirhdpc 
? ofience, apply to you at this time (tpe 
death;ofmygrandfatbsrha;vio^iiitided*ftie 
to three thoufand paunds^per sinmnn^^<9r 
yobrconfent to pay my addoeflbs t^yodr 
"* amiable daaght<)r. -la return for whtdi 
^. favoWs^I will' fettle »pon her, one. child 
^of my fortune^ without rec}uiriii)g^ a>ftiil>- 
^ling at your hands^ either nomi, or ^hqio^ 

* after, bpt t^ I maymerfC your fiiirour.' 
"^My attorney fliall wait upon you wi^' 

* my rent-rdl, if you require it, as I wOuid 
^not:le2(ve a:ihadow of doubt in your 
/^nd, concerning the reality of what I' 
« proftfs; Lady Brightley does me the* 
« honor to enclofe this in a letter of her 
*iown. May you, (ir, prove as pro^tious 
' to my wiibes, as the contents of her lady** 

a ktter is favourable to me«. 

*Iam, fir, &c/ 

Lady 




i 

Lady Brighdey's addrcfs ran thus* 

-■* ^'{' ' ' ^ - ' *' • ^ 

* TTNR O *^ * principle of gratitude, I intc^ 
*« J} reft myfelf ib far in the happine^ o^ 

* the young gentleman who novr applies (or 
^>ybu for pemiiffion to addre(s mifs Shel- 
**burae,.tliat I take the liberty of accom* 

* panying his letter with a recommendatory 
*'onc from mei He h^s, for fome years, 
^ beeii tkeoomlpambnof my fon, inwhic!/ 
^ capacity he appcoved himfell worthy of 
^ the lugheft approbation. His family is 
«*genteeU his.* education has be^n liberal,' 
^and hl^ fortune i« n6w very confiderablc.* 

* By the feverity of his grandfather, be was^ 

* once reduced to narrow circumflances, in 
^ which condition, his greatnefs of mind, 
^ and integrity, (hone^wicb continued luftre.* 
^My fon, and his fifter, are to be united' 
Von. the fevente<;nth day of September next* ' 

* If my example can have any weight, my 

* opinion, the, fmallefl: confideration, or 

* my importunity perfuade, beftow your 
Vol, II, K . 5 worthy 



i^4 E^A^bfe feitat'tV 

* worthy daughter upon honeft Stevdii/ 

^ pincfs in iinton wtth eaclv oftWr; tiii[c''{£ 
« denied that felicity, you miy; '^eW^ffe, 

* hfeiiekfttfr U!twnt'^««ar1W«l«htion' ta i(y 

^ihd wdl-iitteftid^friWtt. '"»''- '-' y:C'^^i'' '^ 

•• > •■'-; • . ::^h^ fir* &Wf'»^-. 



*i. 



TJbre ^MTt 1^. Mr^vSi^f cn$^ tvaft alBided 
^tb: tnany £!ifbp4i^}UQ^^Ii9i:4bi^ pftfigi^ 

fcv My Bngk^kyi :hPr: wil9:iei«d iv^^n 
Muveri^l tremor.: Qc kfn l%dyQ|ip;« opcii* 
ing it, i)ie WAS aftc^iihtd; 19 find tboii^ 
9{Qrds, • V ^.•. .., , ;.- 

^ T Beltfirt you «Bie a^vtfj^ well-meaaiifg^^ 
' X but if you will give ydurftif die troii* 
^ ble to tt^tht f:ndofed^ ^M will find 
^ yotitfclf a miftaken^ ^womanj Tfa6<fel- 
^ low you woifld' recotiutteikd tdiim&y noil: 
* be mafter of. a deep defigniiig wicked 
![ teart^ as well as a^ extenfive invention a 

* or 



* Of he could never h»vc tramped up fuch 
^ a <vile. and impudent falicheod. A likely 
'^Aory^ ip4°^dy ifaac a man poflcfied pf 
^ ,%hri^t thouiaj»d pounds a ycar» would ex* 

^^-poT^'an inmcfaR .grand-child to the ne-' 
^cMiy of fitQing under a hedge, to beg' 
^ chsifity of every, pafl^B^ I I wiih. my 
^-glrl had never gone into the country : I 
"• lov^ hfcf, ahd therefore do'nt care to 
^ fet her a vvhmlng, but I muft fay^ that 
"•'fheibontfr Ihe %i!i wean her ^fl^Aion fo 
••^ftH, ftoh\ it'iittle cfirty vllUgc, a* to be 
"^^'MittHrig "to' r^tttffi ^o her fatbet's; 'the 
^foonet '«^1 flie^cftbre him tbit^licUfittv 

«'tioh of he^rt, Ihtf has ib lOng deprtvM 
rhlm df, by her oWTmaiJjr and illntfs. . I 
<'wi(h ihe would leirn to be dutiful txi^htft 
^ relatioASy before flie thinks of becoming 
♦a wife. 'i- '■ I . ' 

*lttm, triadarti, &c/ ^ 






Bdfore kdy firigbsley would pemit .bef 
4MdicMe to* cooHneni upiHi thia bfiadih 
i«{xiftle^;fih9readclM}!indo&d# 0. ; ^h-u 
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* Dear Sir, ^ * i i * » 

' T CsuMiot, anfw^c,it .^o ^^^IWJaaf^; 
^X a lifter and friend^ to otnU pi^^i^* 

* you vpon your guard, .againQria yHe.irf^-^ 
*!:|>oBtion which is now ooo^xmpgyjf^^^i^ ' 
V-yqur :Confaii! fQX,,^^ bfigg^f'? ibjcgjEjigg:^ 
VyourjCo^i-indiw,^ . t-^dy. Br^l^Ucy^: ,]t,;jxg.> 

« derftandf is ^ determined *. to cfpowfe, ^ * 

* caiifc;. JPoor womaix, flic 4s tutj^ed; w${i' 

* every blaft by her. unworthy .fon s 4i<^.i^» 
< already fl0wn in ojy face^ ^not>yi/;h(lap^^g> 
« the. dajs 4ad nights [I.tov? wajcjlR<l jM^r* 

* him, wj;oh ^a .more. than. nuteiH^^ aidre.* 

* Juftic&x)blig^sme,lQ givie ,hia| up^ Tbis« 
^.vUlain, Stevens, has /a, w,rov^t upop' 

* huDy that'lv? i^rtipc .for j every .^fecgjifwl - 

* underlying hg^jflealCes to pr(>P9fe.:;¥^ur' 

* daughter has long been the deftinpd pr^- 

* of this unworthy,^ low-born being, and, 

* I am forry to add, has met with but too 

* much enoourag^/nfrit/rQmi her. Mync- 
^jphpwlbas,. likewife, hftdt.^a, fiigbt./?f.J|^ 

* fii^rv.^an ax^fyl .young, huffy, and; h»»: 
!,tM^D it into his wife head to lili:ehcr fa 

'• '^ ^ . . .! W^ 



^y^ ^ 



,*wcll, that no lefs will fatisfy him, but 

• malcing lady Brightley of her. Now my 
f ^po6t^ -tiff' Titttt, allcrrea' fcy the flatt(^ri 9g 
••rtpoft thfcfe boy's have conccrtctl io 

• fpfead, merbly to anfwcr their private 
« pvrrpofe, has given her confent (I Have 
*<icard2 'patience to write it) but flie has 

• aftually l^ven her confenf,* to. accept this 
••'inveigling, mean creature, for her daugh- 

• ter'inflaw. As my name is no longer 
^ Brightley^ I can better brook this prepof- 
.* teroiks match, than Lucy*s with the info- 

• teftt fellow. ! Ihall * difpofe my fortune, 

• you may be certain, in my niece's fa- 
« vour, -if (be does not obftrud my good 

• intentions, by throwing herfelf away upon 

• a vagabond, I hope you will not dif- 
•• regard this fcafonable caution, from your, 

• &c. 

*Ann Slaughter.* 

• 

Difeppointment and difmay fat upon the 
brow of the unhappy Mr. Stevens, but 
lady Brightley treated Mr. Shelburnc*s let- 
ter as a light concern. * It muft be your 

• immediate bufinefs,' faid Ihe, ^ to con- 

K 3 t yince 
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^ vinoe him of the retliiiy of your 
* for which purpofe I will ftnd Mm a ktt» 
\of invitation to Brightley'.^ Sb'l3.iSbgv 
ibe wrote as foUows.. 



* 
< 



♦'.Sir, • , • 

. ri: 



* T WAVE every ur^nteelpaft dfybinr 
' X letter, and will 'only talie t&iaibi 6t its 

* mod material coatents. You lrivcigb». 
^ with great virufence^ againft a young^ 
^*mad, whom the pea of 43rejaoEc^,^doae 
.< ha$ reprefented to you', aa ao ^uB&i^vr-^ 

^ more to afiure you^ that h^ is not the 

■ . . .' 

, •creature a relation of mine would i^uce 

, • youto believe. Why then will ydufutfer 

•yourrelfito be the dnple of sl -vrpmm*^ 

* roalice? Nay, more, to become thcrtool 

* of her Vcfentment, and lacrificc the.hap- 
'* plnefs and advantage of your beloved 

* child, to malicious tales, and groundlefs 
' fables ? The diftance from London to 

* ^rightlcy is not (b great, but a journey 

* hither, you will find, jon refletftlQiT, an 
-^.eligible undectaking, to difkbyfe yourfrif«. 

Mi: 



TH|IR, J^U.M'0 0'R.' JQ^ 

*^jt Jjpufe pjgjl \>c at your (crvice, coijv 
^'*fl^«)d..ns>y fi^^iot t(^cQndua you hither, 
. • iRryig/^q aWe <jftp;i«il.wii;h you tp examine 

• Stevens's utlc to the fortune he men- 

* tions^ and if I have deceived you/ your 
•^daughter (hall return home with you,; if 

. * ya\;i Qioufd find it piherwife,.you will cer- 

,-';?1^1K,^?.^ H^ a .fcafqnibic creature, find 
.f confent tb.yoor daughter's becoming' the 
f wife of a rich and worthy pan. 



' •• ' » { . • . , ^« 4 < 



..UkWi if ihft. tor h^^.not % «^r«4 

MfijfftjiP- ' Mention, i? iqgt, .n^y gog^ 
.*gir^* wtHme^ .this ^worthy, woman^- * I 
.*'ib^ rcceiMe,«i)nplc cotnpeafatton, if J afa 
yhW fo.b^Bpy,^ to ac«:<MTipli(l) yqu/ uniqn- 
>tlt i^a commQo.aS; nf itfftiw t^o sleteft thp 
/*'|»^.defign5 .pf xbe wiclw^j a^i^ vindicate 
«* the- inMccnt. Mr. SitftveDs,has inci^rrcd 
/this 6cny p^rfecution,, qficrplj^pn p>y fop's 
>afld,nay.M:C5iuoti .jherefpjchc has a.rigI)C 
r 1^4, * Mo 



i 

\ 
t 






'io6 -'Each SfiXiii'*" 

*to corfimand our faeft fcrvlccsr^^Wd'Hw^ 
« pat lently wkit the' f efaft oHhis Ikf^iippf- 
*• catibh, but 1 forbid/ whtiiiiiiM^^r^fe^^ 
ftip, fmiling, and rooking'*on''Mf5*''Stfe- 
vens/ • all clouded brows' and Biting^ of 
'* hails.* 



) ' Tlie' baronet arid mifs 'Stevetiisi "Sf^o?^ 

' lialtyottdays, they had ndthcr 1t6HSlfWr 
tcnnpcft to cdntcnd'withv but an uhinttf- 
itip'ted fuTifiiine fpread itfelf around fhenn: 
Lady Brightley had all her jewels new fee 
;" for a prefent tb' the bride, and rti^Se ati 
5 riturfion, aciotnpariie'A by her *foh and'Nfn 
Stcvehsi on horfeback, with mifs Shcl- 
t)urnc. and mifs Fortefcoe rn her coach^ to 
TonduZt \hc 6Jd lidjr, her intended daugh- 
ter*s' mother, to Brightley/ She had not 
yet quitted her peaceful cottage, whicA 
they found conformable to Mr. SlaUghter'i 
defcription, rural, romantic, and beauti- 
ful. It^ fituation was on the declivity df a 
hill^ the brow and defcent of which l^a!s 
iadorhed with various flowery fhnibsf, 
Iweetly inferfperfed, the fragrance where- 
of 
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|€)f perAiit)ed the ambjent air* At the bot- 
tom of tf)is p^rnaffus was a grove, .where 
the loyos ai^d grfi^ces might have delighted 
tp want0n» A little rivulet, fweeping vifitk 

>a ferppntine gracefulaeifi, contributed not 
a little to heighten the beauty, and refrefli, 

' by its frequent overflowing, the furround- 

^^ , verdant mead^* Six lamj^ltttns ffLtn- 
JboUcd oil thie lawn^ and .cropped the graft 
and frolicked at their wilL At a fmaU 
dlftance was a rookery ^ the folemn ftil\^ 

jnefs, the lofty pines, and melancholy, ca\f 
of their bkck inhabitants, pleafed mifs ^91^ 
^^feue cxtremQlyy ^nd, for the fir^.time^ 
extorted from her expreffions of approba- 
tion. That I may not difguft the polity 
res^lcr, ,1 will not dwell longer on this dc; 
fcrlption, only beg leave to mention, tc^ 
prevent my incurring the imputation of y 
fabuUft, that the hill, the lawn, the rook- 
cry, and rivulet, were all in miniature, and 
di|d not contain many roods of land, 

Mr^. Stevensi though quite unprepared 

for ^is vifir^ was the pifture of neatnefs! 

' ; ^5^ Affiftea 
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Affifte'd by ooe. of her maid^, w v^^ dKS^ 
pofmg of a iroUeftion of Hut SpT^eU* in ji 
.brace of Cfeina i^H-ftVrCOpk^jsi 'iJiV Vp^^ 
jdroppcd frobni ^r hiiod's, it''t;fe!e1eg1it'Qf 
:bcr beloved child, and the teaf of joyjbe- 
4ued her vencraMc chieck;^ • AlaV faid 
ibe,, * I was Ip faithlefs as to defpair of 
, '. evfr again beholding the face of fnjr 
^Frapk>rb\it bleilio^ h^vebeeh e^ea 
i^ multiplied upon xnyhead^ in theie piy 
^ idecliningdays, and the rdloration of oi]^ 
> fbn is one of the mofl; valuable*' 

Mr. Stevens then prefented "hii mother 

Uf lady Brightlcy,: * Pardon me, madam/ 

faid Mrs. Stevens, * for yielding lo the tratv- 

. * fports of nature, u^miodful of your pre- 

* fence, and the gratitude and rcipcft I 
•s • owe you. To you, I ain inaebteci for 

* the pleaiure that now -.warms my heajrt> 

* for had you not. fccltcjcd arid cheri^he^ 

* that .plant pf my afiedbo., the .killing 

* froft of poverty had, c*re now, blafted 
' * him for ever*! - - ' ^ 

• • - . . . 
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•\was .any. qpjcjfit^ in ^ftQr|iiijg^n qflyly^m to 
• :iSf .}»9"V.)Wpxh^;qp,all^ by. pajure jnd. 

* imgu^c^; m)[ Cf^ptjop yvas Aiperlor to njy 
f .^?n^e,^ij)fu^, ,an4 pt^njpted . mc to ehdcaf 
**vpur to oerAiade fir WillUm to rc- 
•'nounce pis ^ttatjhqpicnt to a .ftrangc/, 
•mcrery for his fctiing fuch. He' will now 

* be repaid ten fold for kii kindnefs to- 
5'the. brother, by having the fitter bcftow- 
f*cd upon him,,. for a- eonftant friend and. 
^•(^mpanion,* 

* Forgive mc, mifs Shclburne/. faid'Mr; 

SteveniJ, * if I brine^ my de^r mother ac- 

**(juaintcd with my benefaflor, previous to- 

^.•* my /introduftipn of you. To him I owe 

/;jtie'|^rpfperity' of my'days,, to hinyj^^cr 



.be fighing) *thcc6nfirmatlon of my earthly 
.*^ felicity, ^your hand willbe yicldeii, liofc 



•ta aitee, but her' iocreaqa Tlife^oij^ 
^ venerable parent/ Hikirtb&.'^teittliSiDei 
vens^ ^ 16^ tKisii iidi^e^podth^jvhoxiDU^ 

* from the utmofl: defpondency and wretch- 

* edncfs, to be the friend of Kis^heartvTaftd 
*conip3tMort 'of hk days; by lift ^oun^i 
^have I been aUe to banilh diftsefeiknl 
^your Irttle habiltatibD; andlpRfmcTobt 
^Ifeart irom finking andci the dep^fl&ini 
.*of want and mifery*^* 



• i 



♦ The old lady ga«ed upon thebaronetj^witll 
gfiftcning eyes, and iard, ^ You areiyoiTi«rall 

• be my fon !^ My prayers and* tiffing vniH^ 

• confeqpcntly be your due, and I have no- 
*• thing left to offer. Tour re^Tard is yet ui^ 
^ ftore, and aa abundant happinef^ will a- 
^ waityou, for prbtcfting tBe fatHtrlelS) and 
•^ cauHng the h^art of the widow to fing; 
•^Vi'th joy.* Then bokirig wiftfully on the 
^ two young ladifcs, * F^ank,' ftidfte/ which. 

• is my daughter elcft ?* (mift Shclburae 
blufliing, file continued) * T read it,.madani,' 

• in your <J6untenince j, may my foh never 
'Ifcrfeit,. {>f iUiy- unworthy 4aion; tht 

*good* 
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tgood QpinioQ you'ftvour Urn wHh» but 
* ^-^vtrell coiificfer the dutiesof ccndcrQcfs and 
^laflBtAbnaMeumbeiit opoo his cbamfter/ 



\ ♦ 



• This/iaid.Mr. Stcrem; taking mifs For* 
.tefciie% iiand)' ^i$ ar littlb friend we great)/ 
^ cfteetB. Fanny couM not be of the p9xty^ 
^becaofe'ftiplaecr in the/coach was refcrvcd 

* for you^* « For jne^ diHd,' repeated 
Mrs. Stevens, * what do you mean ? ♦ Why 

* madam,' returned lady Brightley, * llire- 

* ly yoa didnot imagii)c» that yourpre- 
^ fence wotdd not be foiicited on the ap« 
.* prqi^hiog iiappy* ^ccafion i /VSTe mi|il 
^ have no poflTible wt(h that day uogratit 
^ fie4 ^^nd- I leave you to judge^f i£ that 

* could be the cafe, if you was to den;^ xit 
f the ptoaAi^^ of yoviv compaay.' 



♦< ' 



:3 



: f lb n^idam/ faid *Mrs. StevenSt ; .^ jim 
^ far 'advanced m ye»'s^ and labour undcf 
< many- infuperable infirmities. I am incaf 
^ p,%^le : of jtaiiing the joy of n^y frifodfi^ 
t ^ &DuId^ bv^ top .probably^ ^^cc^ftpi) 

^aa ai^y ..of ili I :bcUcvc^ l^uft be efp? 

f'cufcd/ 






« « .> 



, wi^out ti^ng, giii^Jiy, of ,%p, .cjctrg^ie. h^^^h^ 
-.flf. 8pod:i9^?w,..^X^id p^lpnty;^ to.it. 

« 

Young NFr. Finjh Jhad :(pa^ C^A^B^ ^o*^ 
. rernainiDg ja his fcrvilc capgcic;^,; wjth.^jrfie' 

.i5?lf, i^n^ applfAci?de4InifsJF9^wfeu9^lJ|^ 
,4JandiA»iPcd)Of.his/«rth«/A0iftance. ,JIc- 
.l3*^xJ>CAr4^ jCjOtovpri^tiopa., fujil of .«vU, .be^ 
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tHitf jirciqfiblcd for tfie confcqueace. ]Whci3,. 
*^ therefore, he rc?cived a letter of invitatldWf 

,taaucndt6e hwonetfs nuptials, he deter- 
mined to^els^ Jiis quitting towns until two 
days bqfdre tht folecnnization of them^^ 

.and', if bis oiafter would permit him, con« 

tinqe anctongft his friends for aiortnight.. 

' iVIrs, Relpecea preferred this- petition, af^' 

,9ra$ faccefsful. Poor nlift Caroline was^ 

. conoerned at his del^y^. ** aftd fb^ugjbt bis^ 
chariot h»g in earning \' little fufpcfliing the- 
violence her lover did his inclination, in^ 
compellv)^ himfelf to ^A the friend, ^^r^dv' 
Sacrificing the pleafure of her company, W^ 

» 

the more important. bufinofs of preferyipg; 
her from gbro'lute ^ifery and. deftrudlipni. 

Mr. Shelburne, was piqued, In the :n;ian« 
Aeir lad/ Brightley wiihed, by her infinua*- 
tion of his being the . tool of a wpmanV 
' refentment. Thr^e thoufand a year, was 
a fortune adequate to the utipQft of li^s am- 
bition, and too much to be trifled with,; 
he, therefore, judged it incumbent upon 
' liim. to fcarch in;o the faft, apd difcovf r 

> * whi9l> 
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which was, iri reality, the dcceired, wticK 
'the malicious party, Purfuant to t^s.inr 
ttimoor^ be^onfultcd a fnaa ^.^eoiin/^jQce^ 
who, for a hatidfotne fee, confented to zc? 
company him into GlocefterQiire, and.cx* 

* anrinc the rent-roH and title of Mr. Ste^ 
Vens*s eftate. Previous to this ftcp, isl^It 
ling was paid ax the Gommopj, fio bit^Ie 
the learned pleader to penife the old gentle- 
man's will; which corroborating all thaf 
Jady Brightley and the young man had ad- 
vanced, Mr. Shelburne began to wilh h? 
4md^not played the fool indeed,, and be^r 
cfio^^d omny J>earty curfes upon the med- 
tiling, troubkibme, captious Mr$. Slaughr 
ter. As he could not be fpared from his 
bufiaers (Mr, Pelit being not returned fronct 
CerQwal) longer than a week, he acquaint? 
.ed lady Brightley with his relblutioo,, ia th? 
following manner: 

• • Madam> 

> TQRESUMING upon the goodhtft of 
^ JL your di^x>Btion, I do hope you will 

f^paf A)ft mc my late infidelity and unpolite^ 

> .^ ' * ncfs*. 
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* licft. I begin to apprehend I have been 
^ grofsly iiriiK)fcd upon, I need not mtn- 

* *ri6h bywhortii btrt every*' miftak'e Aall 

* be' rectified. The' gentleman cannot 

* blame a ftther for being anxious about 

* the dlfpolitibh of his only child; if* he 

* loves,' antj knowS her wdrth^ he will ex- 

* cufe all that is paft. I will come dowf), 

* and bring a friend with me, on tHelif- 

* teertth of September, and, if I find everj^ 

* thing as it ftiould be, he fliali have ttiy 

* girl from my own hand, and my bleiling 
' * into'the bargain, But I (hall not bear thfe 

** fight of tHat bad womin, who has, hhheh* 

* to, thrown dufl: into my eyes, artd irtadc 
^ me blind to my child*» advantage and 
^ happincfs ; faithlefe, with refpeft to thfe 
« yodng gentleman's ' merit, and d^f td 
•the ferifible rcmonftrances, and kind pct^. 
jTuafions, of your ladyftiip. 

• I am, with love to Lucy, &c.* 

- The face of things were now moft ^tce* 
aUy changed, land Mr.^Stevetts eii|tble<l to 
look forward with joyful hope, as well m 

- hi» 



4U^l7a;ddy, Her farther nfqfiti|iag (||Sicnrfar^& 
' ,ilbk for h^^Uf^ prpvi^,thfrii##8&,%fii^e; 

Mfi*iW»^f9»><J*i!W?5 ^m ihf g«}it> for 

- )W»iid be ftjperior ta his pjun* Hc^ y|fl3 
fondi^cbed to. cl^e vill^ by his b^o^bjefj, ^ 
ivhgle mbvlt.prccpding thi«^ grpat event ; 
and,* ttotwithftanding all his infirmities, 
^coatabiued gii^aiJy to eoha^Mre ^^he j^od- 

'. ,butD0ur.Jin4 mitt^ of hi? fricod^* Sfei?/ 

dicsj^ 



iffM^. tlifo upon^ iHs b«Hh^^ »• wry, luck jr 
> cii'jsotnllAlice^ icbKf I 4i4 09!^ vific yoq .be« 
;f>fape 'didc ^^tifif h^d ^ifpoTecl of iWir 
^^ hioiins; for I ftotiSd; hive been rer^ apit 
•^ to; h£u«' pkyiU brii CfaalkfiDAei by g^* 
c^ laft^cing iben a littk, the confei^ueaee o£ 
^^jvvhich' would ^iiave beenj blobdflxiid atid: 
^'COnfiiSpiiv aftsongib iB)r.;rlt^ls.^ ^ Thcvc^ 
,>is!ftiQ Dtte teart naengiiged/ replied tHe 
ioUvcffiecK^ ^ but you^ looking » Hi 'bfo> 
:;tlu^ ^ ought nDt ix)4>e «e)k ctifeiv^ bf ii^^ 
"^ {kilHfl^^fb&op{i0fiog:.i^ bncttamg' your 
^'^'/aeigh^r, 4U A MKttb Aik6m^ An in- 
viK>Iu{itkfly figb AkBptd^xnUk. totuToit At 
j|liiS'i#M«» an^a<tm)db^efi»itbMi informed: 

'ber^ that Mr*. Fkicli yas greatljr deceivecU 

\ ♦ • . .. 

Mt, Shelburae^ ac hngtbi. arwved at 
©tigKtley, when he wsts very gehreely fweiv- 
ed-by the whole company: Kbrftiend fooos 
aflbred him Mr. Stevens wais np impoftor^, 
abd drew the rnftrumem, by -which . iwfa 
Lucy i!i^a$ Intirted to cJbe joUiltm! Mf. Ste- 
vens R^a^ offered*. The old irtttn w« then 
4s &Djd ^and proud o£ hit foi^, as ^v^rJie. 
* • lia4 
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1>ad been violent againft him^ v ^H^- ^^^*^ 
not be prevailed dn fo far to fjobdlue;)^ tetc 
fentment> as ta make Mr^.Sfepghfwjai vfe> 
fie, but declared, if (he was at tbe^VtecK 
ding, be (houldnot eqoyth^ leaft fm^f^ 
tion. Qn tbe morrow of Mr^^eiMbi^ne's. 
arrival, an invitation w^.fent J^O:.t^§^^Kl^: 
and ills lady, to attend xhe^ iiU|^al: Pf r<f: 
mony (the former^ indeed^ .was to perforo^' 
it) Mrs. SlajUghter returned a very rougit 
meilage, fignifying, that (he would not aft 
fo incoh(iftently with the dignity of het 
charafter, as to mix with company (he de« 
fpifcd. No one perfon wa§ mortified «t 
her lingenteel declaration, nor regretted 
hier abfence. Amongfl: this general aiTeov 
bly of glad countenances, and glad hearts^, 
was poor mils Fortefcuc a folitary gve^ 
.hardly abk to faftain the difficult taik, of 
appearing, in the miJJi offorrow^ gdy. The 
evening approached, without' the ca^ain'js 
making his appearance. Various were. her 
perturbations, falfe alarms^ and plc^ng 
expeftatipns. Each trampli&g horfe^^.. or 
ringing at the ga^te^ occafioned her ,g.entle 

heart 
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fl»)srC€o|fljatter. Robbers, accidents terrible,' 
And b\igbeftrs* innumerable, haunted her 
<iifturbediinagmatian/Hcr hps were fealed 
by dire'.^pprchcnfion, her ears undelight-' 
cd with the converfation of her friends.. 
Iti this difagreeable fituation {he continued 
for- ihree long 'hours, when the arrival of^ 
the' blooming hero orfpelled het every fear,*' 
The change in her behaviour was too vi- * 
fibte to pafs unobfcrved^ vivacity informed' 
her features, and the late fair^ lifelefs fkatue, 
prattled in pkafing drains. 

- • ; 

-The next morning was ulhered in with ! 
the utmoft demonftrations of joy. The bells/ 
(for there were a couple) were tinkled for • 
many fucceilive hours •, the lads and lafTes . 
purjfued their tural fports upon the village • 
green ; open houfe was kept at the hall i joy. 
and plenty feernpd to have commeiiced their 
reign. The firft ceremony performed by the 
reverend Mr. Slaughter, united the happy 
"baronet and amiable mifs Stevens, in one 
common lot, an office that procured him a 
moft genteel gratuity. Mr. Finch bellowed 

this 



ihis valuable gift upon his yonng fHcnd; 
-^ho Itemed* it witli^^:da^ gtl^^a^^^ 
graceful hiihiilitf. fhTsltno^wa^b^Kdncfi^ 
■tied, thatf IWr.- Sr^vetls,; itid \ tJife OiJt^ 
rhifs Stelbufne, advanced, to fofiow fo 
good ah example. I'Jre literal fatkef ^ith 
ipleafufre beheld (and was arding and affift- 
ing in) a tJifpofitit^h of^hfs^cRnd, which 
fortie months before had been confidered 
by him as unworthy of her, arfd niicrffcc*!?^: 
^tetnptible ; fo much had three thbufand \ 
year awakened himr The day W4S conclu^^' 
^ed with every demonftration ef^'mii^^* 
^dnd withduVonc of thdfe accidents fo^iDd^ 
<den t' to a rejoicing xmdtkcKie. 



. ■'/' 
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^ C » ^^ breathe i new iin, indeed \ 
m the abftnce he had endured 
OIOKji having infinitely ehdearcd hia 
beloved Caroline* He rcfleftcd ispon Uic 
fervice he h^d dcoc litr, as the nobleft ac- 
tion of his life, and promifed himfclf ftill 
to perfevcre with his former gencrofity; 
••Npthing but the laft extremity,' faid he, 
-* fliall extort the fecret from rte, that it is 
^ I to Whotti thW IbVely tftaid Is ihdebfed fof 
•her prefent cafe and tranquility. I would 

* recditltnettd' myfclf to her afFeftion on 

* frieridlhip^s bafis, gratitude is too com- 
^pulfivc ah attraftioh for an ingerlubus 
f'rtiirid, sind inay, fohictimes, bemiftakcn, 

*by 
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^ by the inexperienced and undiftinguiili^ 

* iijg, for love;itfelf,'ic being a paflloh, inN 

* fome fort^ congenial. It is a fofter incli- 

* nation with which I would wi(h to inipire 

* the gentle breaft of mifs Fortefcue j it is 
*.efteenH friendlhip, tendernefs and affcc- 

* tipn, ftrongly iand intimately blended, 

* that conftltijtc trjie loye. "^ A^teat foul 

* may be thankful to the author of its fatif- 

* faflion, the cnlarger of its fortune, or 
*, preferver or reftorer of its liberty, though 
•. unable to unite that tender principle re- 

* QuiHte to lovCj and which is» indeed, its 
f efefice.V . 



• ♦ 



, .X^C' fourteen days limited for Mr. 
t'inch*s abfence from his. mailer, too foon 
clapfcd, blefled, as he was,, with the cora-^ 
pany and apprpbation of his Garoline* Dif- 

fimulation is a practice unknown to native 

• '•11 «•» > ^ 

fimplicity, and difguifes alone are nece0ary, 
to cover guilt, Mifs Fortefcue's innocence 
contemned their aid, what^^ thought in her^ 
hearty might be read in her eyes^ and her afti- 
ops, fpontaneoufly, flowed from the didat^s 

of 



*cJf honeft naturc>, confequcntly, her favdur- 
ub\t confideration of Mr. Finch could ncft 
i^e long a fecret^ tho' anconfcficd by her lips. 
Xh)( fpeaking filence her ey(fs poflefled re** 
n^enled it all. The captain's return, and 
retention of liis mafter*s and £ivourice 
hoiifekecper's good likings were of too 
much confcqucAcc to be difregardcd by 
him. He depurtcd, therefore, from Bright- 
ley, fupportcd only by ihe reflexions of 
•vell-doiflg, and well •meriting. He kneor 
4iis ' Caroline muft fdon follow him, but did 
^ot conQder, that he, alone, (hould derive 
felicity from that event,, as (he imagined (he 
J^jsd parted ^'ith him for a* long, k>og {tsL*^ 
fon, on his quitting Brightley. He found, 
on his reiuming bis humble ftation, that 
^nifcbief was gathering thick ; every look 
was threatening, every word ambiguous. 
fie was too much alarmed, not to think it 
stcctCCsLty to put ini& Forteicue on her 
guards by intimating her danger j he, there* 
ifore, wrote as foUows : 

VoL.II* . ... J4 ? Madam; 







• it may not be irnpropcr to inform, you, 



that your invifibte friend ftitl seiiifts, and 
^ is as niuch devoted ta your fervice as ev^*, 
^ Grrfit defigni arc planning, nay, 1 feSr, 

* they arc cruel onbs. 1 cannot, at tn\$ 

* vun6ture> afcertain the nature pf!. tteth, 

* but, if you will examine the wonted rp- 

* poBtory on your return,' you. fliinl find a 

* more explicit ac^oght, i^s the mifcfeief 

* yvnl then, be riper, and, perhaps^ g^^f^5^ 
* '^ifrdverics' macte. ^ This tautiori 1 ih'uft, 
« ho we vie r,' give you, not to be,' in reality, 

* intimidated by any threats ^ if they {hould 
^* propofc a journey to you, comply with 
"^ feeming, "^nbt heah-fclt, reluftance, for, 

* De'aflurcd, 7611 (hair be delivered; I wm 

* never leave nor forfakc.you, until youlare 
\ arrived at a place of reft and fafcty. I havie 

* * that already in' my power, that fhall coii- 
^ found all their devices', therefore,* keep 

* up your fpirits^ and rely entirely upon 

< • * yoajv moft fincere friend.' 
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This letter was canvaflcd by. the friendly 

^er, tqwror, and faasfa^ion, ^Who t^ii^ia*^ 
yifiBle cprrcfppndent could ))c> occanoned 
much fpccyUtion aod debate. The m?n- . 
tion of cruel defigns that were hatching 
a^a^'tjft the younjj ,lady.> pea(;e, terri^cd 
aqcl concerned them j ^bu^ the repeated .af-, 

furanccs of the continued attachment and 

' - ' . ' • 

bc(^ affiftance of her unknown frictid, gave 
t^crn. great confola{iqn. The geotleraen 
'were of opinipn, it was fpine lover, that 
thu5 interefted. himfclf in mifs C^rpline** 
happinefsj but were . puzzled, on .th^t 
young lady's declaring, that fhc never faw 
any more than one male vifitant at her fa-» 
thcr's, and h€ was her appointed ^hufband; 
and that fhe was not permitted to go a:ny 
yvhere but to church, accompanied, by her 
father's houfekeeper. After Various con^ 
jcftures, and many humorous reflections, 
they were obliged to leave the rriatter as 
they found it, acknowledging it to be inex- 
plicable*, . ' . 

■'Li Mr. 



3 



' Mr. ^oritefcu^ had fke^ pfiji^aJft ftC-> 
coupe, in bU ifiefhory^.i^gf :i^]bP^«««fe*a 
wedding-days .^oditeifp^twr ;W$fi(i*n9/(uc-« 
cceding week expired, than he wrote a po^ 
Ijtc, hfpacritical ietter-td 'fady Baighdfcy, 
begging the teftoparion ?ofi htsMiatigJttcf, 
and ptofttffing* tkeisitaxdft ^ciaLfe7X>fj;gmir 
€rbjli0atAoflricr j>tr Jfadyfliip^J fiitoiJJiyiiWrc 
0f hen. :^My fdear EMdam/ffaici.ini^rCar 
ndine^ tiie teats ^flcHring pleDdtAlilyi-*^ hotf 
^QnaUe^^rQ I to <ipti\L ^y-^Mltgiiffi f» 

* the extreme kindnefs an^njlp^lg^ihf^ 

• have received from you ! I have now 
^titt\M^f}Wk to little poi^e,^ as I ipivc 
^ been delivered from one evil only jo 

• {>lange* iiii?o a gfeatferl O my nwther/ 
caried Qb»^ * how would your Ijeart-hqiiyj 
«i>bten /wounded, iiad you lived toibe^htfe 
•dSty^Bl* *I hope,' faid lady B^rightiey, 

* * things .afe -not fo bad as you ^pfehencL 
' Your friai)d will alTift you in every future 

r < exigency, and counter- work all their t>ftd 

'^fdeftgfis,^ tst ft be your pant (9 niean 

. •*: vftilj : ^ . trjjft, ^ refult xo providence. 

i! Depend upon it, my good girl^ we (hall 

* meet 
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^ ineei itgaiti) frt^fvoai t\\tti' alarms, $nd 
^ alllifAk^lg itpzf^iQtiii if 70a do buc prc«f 
•^ ft*i\« yotap^pitili undeikcffcd;* 

Ir waa jvKiged proper, by. tbc frteadl]^ 
cirekt that mils Forcftlcue (hould feem tq 
fw^;;a* wi^g ^obedience/ tp bet .father's 
^omttyands, no^ beti^y the fmaHcft&k^u 
cioti'ofany farther violence or pcrfccmion, 
but appear toxdj^ trith perfect: coaBdence, 

on 1m declaraoon of deTiAiog from Mi for^^ 



< ^ -« 



' TI16 good iMhiatn who cotudb^d thh 

hytly girJ to Brighcley, wm (Reputed to re- 

condtidl her to Londoja* Tb^ horrid mprn 

of cruel ftparadon arriv^d^ actendfrd with 

gloom apd fadnefs ; the h#ppki«A of tii^o^fe* 

'vcral principal infaabkanta cC'the ii^ge 

^a$ aHayed, by their coxTcern for (b^ htq 

of this amiabli: innoccnr». lS<^twitbftand* 

iog this youfig lady yf^sr a^commod^t^d 

trtth the f^ote ca:ri^4age^ 'borfei-, atyd^omp^ 

nion, 3*8 ' irx^'htt' jountey; tOr.Glo*lfeft«ftfiref 

Ut £ecurb> itt i^t)[)eat^f(^,^*i9ViU i%iftias.^k» 

> L J in 
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in comparifon of licr fiigtit from i6vm\ 

her apprehenfion havinsr r.cnqa'ed the latr 

" -1.' *' 'i -'v'-^'- V^- ,ruoil.lbi 
ler tedious to her frichted im^ffination^ 

and attended with a thoufand retarding 

circumftahces. Little 3id flie ixnagrnc flia'r, 

iri lefs than four arid twenty ' hpurs,"^ flief 

Jhould be lodged^nnder the feme roiSt ^?ra 

per admired hero. , . 

On the chariot*s reaching the door of lief 

father's houfe, (he was feized with ajiiind 

I ' '"ij '"iff* 
qf,agiie-fit. The fopnd of tjje ij^gpjn^ 

earriaee ixo fponer. faluted tfre captain** 
cars, than he new to open the door, and^ 
• fpite of his refolationi and the preparing 
intelligence of his matter, of mifs Caro- 
line's being that day expefted, his .cohfu- 
fion and joy Vere too powerful for \i\vd: 
Weak, and infufiicient, were all the brooms 
and bruQies of Mrs. Rebecca, moft per*- 
verfely crofled and re-crofled in the paflage-, 
to pbftruft his impatience to behold the oti- 
k6^ of his tenderctt regard ; but! wifer^li^d 
^ lie becD; ^^- he- proceeded with * a' tnialter 
\^egrcc of love, and a larger degree of 

( ' cautions 
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caution 1 for,, making a falfc ftep,as he vas 
furaiounting,, or, rather, tli fen gaging him-' 
£clf from, the barriers abbve-mcn'tkinid, 
he was thrown with fuch violence againft 
the unopened tloor, as to occafion a vaft ef- 
fuGon of.blooi!. His (Ireamirg nollrils 
fiio^ rcndcreti him a deplorable fpe.5tacle, 
and fuch he prcfcnted himfi-U'.ro mils and 
kcr companion. But as hurnan ills are 
«fE«n productive of fume unfepii good, Tq 
it happened ia t^c prefent cafe i for the cap- 
tain's yig, :iawh^ch t^onHlled alt his djf^ 
guifej had Hjppcd'hjs unguarded head, and 
would,' but for the befmeare'J condition hi 
vasin» have iofallibly betrayed him. 

, The gpod-nature of mifs Caroline was 
c)fc?edip^Ijr ihocked by the poor lad's dif- 
afier, brought upon him by his diligchci; 
in obliging her, little imaginiiig^^tht: com- 
panionate expreflions (he let dropj* fiiifict- 
tRliy .comp^fatcd the captnin's pangs, 
TLJpwarily, pur young officer wafbed his 
'ftc(;^.^n. the'prrfence of Mrs. Reed, jadV 
Brigfitlcy's . woman, who' inftantly^ cry d 
L + ' -our, 



owti • Good Heavens, whom do T lee P* 

^ capt*---Thc hero,' clipjiirig'' His Kaftcftnoift 
jddicioufly uponthe^ood\^didiah'$^mdtn:hy 
prevented her adding more, otaR/his 
fchemes had been defeated, and iiis good 
purpofes,. with r^fpeflf to mife Fbrtefcue^ 
rendered aborlive* Mr^. Rebecta was'ttidft 
fortunately bufied, at this critical nhoment^ 
in concerns of a domeftic nature ; mifs Ca- 
roline, attrafted by a natural Guriofity/wat 
Tetired into a little parlour^ to f<;arcb fej^ a 
letter of infornnation, ' and the Cbxinfiltdv 
■was' from home; lb *that Mr.' Finck 'had 
juft time to fay, * I intreat, Mrs. ^eec)^ 

* you ^il^ Bot. difeovv^p me to- any one i» 

* this family, not even to mils Fortefcud^;. 
*''tt IS for heriervicei though without her 

* knowledge, that I Eaye aflQfned this dif^* 
^'guife i your lady wiU. thank you for pre- 
•^fervirigthis'fecrert, and I wiH tell yoU all 

* at a coavenient feafon.'^ "Mts. Reed prck 
ihifed' to aft >s defiired, and: the captain 
made an honourable ana timely retrefft^ 
dnd* regained ^is difguife withotit firtlwr 
danger or difficulty. The ptovidcrit law- 

59? 



,y^r: Iia4 coptrivcd to be ab'cnt upon hU 
<^aajS|hc€;p*s arrival^ to avoid the ttp^nct of 
oixh^r.treatin^^ or ftcing, lady Brightlcy'i 
iervaots, infomuch that the waiciog geotlc^ 
^ifoman muft have rccuriied to the inn un^ 
refre(hed^ had not Frank produced a (bil-> 
^fig, and gen<:roufly tccatcd both Rebecca 
9U)d hen < 

Poormifs Caroline was greatly mortified 
at this circumftancc-» not a farthing did flie 
.poflcfs upon earth, and had a fpiric fupe^* 
.rior CO mean a(flions« Frank, however, 

■ 

Supplied every, deficiency, by accommo* 
dating, his brother lacqueys witli 4 cotdial 
•rpi^ceij wd k r^ward^ in miff Fortefcuc'a 
oan^, which ihe was entirely unacquainc* 
ed wkhk Lady Brighiley, from a knoin^ 
leg^ of the couEtfellor'a fordid difpofuion* 
had ordered Mrs*. Reed noC to concinuQ at 
lus houic for .the oightthcy v^wre todays ia 
town, even on the moll prefllng inyitatioQr 
as they feared, however well he might prc- 
fcrve appwwnc^, d.^ring Vhsjr. pr^%ff. 
ifiifs.Cvo^ ww4d fqStw £Mat idfii iJh^r 

L 5 ' 
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departure. How iinnecWlIkrjrtRis ckrf?6ftV 
J flibmit tb the teader'i Jjudgmirh^^^ '^the 
gentleman' did hot y^ntiiffe 4ibnf!^i*^Scrf}tft 
eleven o'clock at mght, when He Hdp^'to 
find (as he really did) the Coaflf • teritfely 
clear* 



I 



Mrs. Reed portefled many g6arf ^u^lU 
ticsVlHe had been genteelyb reef, 'and was 
& woman of general veracity, yet was 'ftie 
not proof againft the communicative ifn- 
pulfes of her heart. Captain Fiiich fiad 
enjoined her (and ihe had engaged to x/b- 
Icrve)^ the utmoft fecrccy, as his pl<it,''he 
iaid/'was not yet ripe for difcovcry. But 
as, flie was well a^ured, the revealing wha| 
ihe knew would neither be d diflervice^ or 
difad vantage to him, flie fairly djfcharged 
the weight this truft had impofed upon 
her. niincJ, ! to the great emolument and di» 
verfion of the gentlemen and ladies at 
Brightley* 



« > 



His ujicfe declared he honoured 'him for 
his enter^riiing ipkit, and prompt ihvef>- 

lion. 
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t^an».and wpuldg^ladly lend a, helping hand 
^QihU fwct(?f * If.' continue^ he, ' Frank 
^•jfl^palc^ l^e ^i?lc,t9 accooiplilh the ,gneat 
>,ajtipaipt of dcLivcrlng. this l^y froni her 
^^.i,oc^uu^Cled caftle, flic can dp ap Id's- thap 
^ reward him wich her hand and hearty, and^ 

* if the young dog fliould be fo fortunate, I 
.•;i¥KiH f^rr^n<^cr fn.cftatc of ^ur jiundr^d a 

* a:yi?ar to him (which my death \«(culd IrifaK 

* Jibly intiiic him to) to prevent the narrow 
*. Jbul'd lawyer's reflefling upon his daugh* 
> ter*^ choice, as well as favc the yoimg 

* couple from the $n of wifhing my death, 
*,and CO enable the bay £0 prove his genc- 

* rofity, and proper contempt, of her paltry 
:• drofe. Thus,*pa?cceded Mr. Finchjfehic r, 

,' woujd Jcomproniife with the old cuf- 
,* .mvfdgeon, to avert every difagreeabl^ con- 
\ fcqu?n«. . Let |ii(p Ijeftow his daughter 
ii^pQfl Ersnk imnjediatcly^* ami fCtam \t,t 

* f^^.tupe-.^vpul he kick's off, the turf ^ "it 
*,([nDft tome to- our knighx-errf^t at laft, 

* 4nd is worth waiting for. I will, this mo* 
^*nr«^.t*Jnfofm ^inr\ 9f my d^ef^n in l\is fa- 
\ your J perhaps he mav be a\ilc,!by'hls in- 
M,*! L * genuiiyj^ 
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* ^1 Int^lljgenfef/ N^(PO^i^t«»pti«e;|d 
oppofe this refolution (too favourajtjf^v^cr 
the young gentleman to meet with oppo* 
ficion from his frie9d;&).he.jb9fi.^9)|^ar« 
cdthefoUowing curious q)iftiie^ . . 






Dear Prank, „.,;.;,;, ^^-^ , 

TfiOU. haft^. by the wxtrepidUiyi jM)4' 
fptightlin^fs. of thy geuiusv 'JfCyiv^d 
thy uncle's heart, and put goui^ rhaum,a- 
tifm, and all attending achsi a^id f^aiiif;' 
to the rout. I always believed ycr4;.fc)9f(i. 
for ibmc g^rcatpurpole, .aoiithe^^re.gi^irt- 
y.9^' ^^on* faking repMiati^ m 4be c$nmfi 
mouth I and> notwithltandicng . thou, faa^ 
'flood many ^ bounce and wWz^ bf??h/ of 
,piftpl add gun, hall. prefer vedever^;P^jt. 
about thee unwoundcd boj?. tbyvljMf.r> 
.*J^bou haft (once n»re to quote^ Biy:Ar 
vourite Shakefpear) found ifif*re?- ^peiij' ifti 
the eye. of . bca»fcy, ithala twea^ty thdufjM4 
of xhceneqiy's fwordb. An(J, aiw»e:*<t 

i^f^^c^ hK^w%y aye, even fodh i b^mit j|( 

'-: * ■ ' ^' " . •as. 
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f:as;tlie amie^^ mils' Fortefcuci (does not 
^ f oQir ht^ut diifci iiow ?) fliall be yourrc- 



J «' 



,• ]r^'. '''/.•.' \ •' ' 



* -'^'-^Ut, hlrlwej F^ranlt, <te hot ditlionoul* 
^ your profcfftort by a breach of any one^ 

* capitulated article, but punfkually per-- 
^ form the engagement you make.' Let 
•i(fh« fifiV'drte march out of the gairijbn,. 
►• with -all Her virgin honors^ nor abufcf'the 

* po\Vet', her furrender gives you over her^ 

* Have tecorutfe ro no mean fubterftjgcs, 
' hor take an ungenerous advantage. Lodge 
* 'her in -a pTice of &fety, andiet< whaitcver 

* (feps (he may be difpofed to flake ih'yowr 

* favour, be voluatai^ and l^onttineous. 

* A^' fof old Gri^us, I would not recom- 
'mend him' to any quarter, btttfrom hiH 

* ddnoexlon vtith the fwcet Caro^nc^/ Ne- 
^'iW few the fkHii 6f diibbkdieiwfe to tile' 
?j fctettt ^ mf • ifian'^8 child ^ 'onlcfe yoii, 
' would draw down vengeance on yout 

* own beadk Let his avarice, «his fchenlesj 
^ toHpAif^yp^ iMbh^d i^ y^r coilfider- 

! mtkm^' bf ^Am^ fingle rcmeaibr^lice; tHai ' 
* •he 
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Vhe is, father of cha^ wom.^Q*>you^:Wfi!aI4^ 
^.ol?taiqfw^yo4r wif(?^. t^f^ 99^^ ^^^p 
^yo^rfclf^::thaca^;^n^^^r^U Jjr itiidfig^ 

* child, wUl cither fulfil her vqw^ ^9:U9ff9* 
^ or (hinc in a caat«?roal ch^iiadlqr. ,^ji^c*S' 
^ preachxBCDt for ypu jny.boy, ,ft«i|^,f€p th|l 
^your lunclpprpa^hijs fw^ ia yajp.,^,, ,,1 ..^^J . 

,: '/Fh>s is iHiy /advipe, whei?. jKW^hftv^.g'P* 
*ah€ girl in yourpower^ prpppfe Kffn&.oi 
^ accoounodatioQ wiih the niuck^w/t^'in*. rf- 
.'- dvKe, bim to neafoo by? ypar 4i6ofC£e^d 

** 'till he can keep It no lopg^r, aiid^a^^-d 
^ hiin that four hundred a year (an eftate I 

* will put yoa into pofleljSonof the day 
/ you^. become H huiband) apd fp iovi^f a 
^giiAasCaroluip Foriefeue, jvj* aai{?|jisqpj^ 
St^nt XW> Wd yw^xught tp bfih^Rggd^if 
Sy,OM 4o.^Dpt io, th^t ^ffpe<^ fp^M^ yjWJr 
^hpneft fmtim^nxs : miQ4 it^x^ ypu^g: 
f blade.. ,^ , .,., . :wi '. ' 

*i / Wf l<Mg <9 tare YQ^^mmgS^Mt ^ 

* Jhca(..}(ott relate your adY^at^r^s^r Q^i 

•this 



Tat I a E-r _-T-^ 
•■ tMs andoralLi!'*, i _- t=:^ 

•' devD does sx zm-r — i i j— 3 
^ thuft be focrcVJ" w^'^sik * 
"-many l pjta'r:: -w-r^r^ -ac 
■• my boT, Ire jket:.- sac r^k^.im 

* your 0:033: s^- V^ •"- "^^ 

* late icwe-3:it t=-3^r:^ «:c -ssr ■ 

* Stcrem. f x^aae, Uiir sksk. 5 

* Out Tosr aErra*:;^ r* -lac =*n»' 1 

* yoar bro». ! '.'^^tc * ^ *•■ 51^- ■• 

* brwerT, «:.■: « . 

* tiDiM is Toar ''*^-^ ' 



Mr., Flier's iiw lifciilMi jr-«w-. «*^, 
«ryof3CnLft9Cl. I 
tbc geaert^Arr IE :^ « 
domynBoM «; 

did be pq£c^ tifsc tff wyuiC .u«<«ijK, 
tather ikaa isna*^ v^. w^ms.^ uc t^m x .-, 
in dK 4ffedkie> aad 1 
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ftich an invtat^aWo fci <)f fm^s^jj^jfjl^g^ 

tmapBati^iif the fjiimmjt.of hu^i^J^t^j^^ 
To be ubk to cQnvio^e hi$ (^r^iQ^^. \1^ 
bcT happUiefs was dearer to hiqj| ^^ i|c^ 

^uently eutmgeovs^ .oies^ of Jsif^^dji^ 
f^iflled fafb^,. bf leaviog bka m tke fvH 
|K>fieflion, of what he preferred, to every 
/natural tye» or tender coDfideracioQ^ and 
|Mt>vc to the world that; he w^ n<^ ^v^^^ 
^r, though by dq qwaos fgjtablg «^ jcjrf- 
«umftance with mifs Forttefcu^,, ,g^^ ^n> 
"die mc^ boart-felc fatisfa6Uon be had evqr- 
enjoyed. 

IblifrCaroIlfi^ upon f^arcbing tifei^c^t^ 
cd< rqpoCilQryj &und a. vary alatoij^g ao* 
oBunt i^ter ^tb^'s intention tow«:4$.h@v* 



' '^- i T gi»ev6eft me» snadam,. tot be obligedl 
^^ im: wife ^ thoft apprehfiufions* I w>u^ 
^^at 4hp .haiia(rd^Q£iixX'Hf^8odieayog9l(>^ 

ditninifliv. 
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^. cVitriintlh; but ymvhthH is* come to ik 
*; dtfpcmc^ and, permit md » fey,, crurl 
^reiblutibrt. The womw to whom die »ow 
■^piys his addreflcs, b, a^ the papift*)i 
^ gkmfe it, a good caihoJUck, aod has pMV 

* fuaded Mc. Fortefcuc, that, in ofifcr ca 
'^ puniib - your difobedience, m rejeAiog 
< ithe bufband he had choftn for you, jpax 
^ ought to be devoted to a cloiftcr. A rc-» 
^ beUioas daughter, (he lay^^ is a calamitji 

* n(^ man in bis fenfes would coleratet nd 
^ have it in his power^ if not; iff r^duM^hor 

* to reafoh, with refpedb to hisi propo(itiQ|if 

* to deliver himfelf from hen Sh6 deduvsi 
^ hcrfclif a^ enecny to viplpnce, oor would 
^.ib^cQnto^ CO h^P oephewV beifng:4mc«dl: 
^ to %<k apthi^ikiqg, ungiiaceful girl,, wild 
^ muH: b^^ompelled ta make b«f felf hap^j 
' py. Your fortune, my dear- niadiaH^ (pm^ 
^ dan «0y advaoccaicnt; of tbU faft) yquf 
^. fyvt\xf^ yriU >e as effe^-urily fiiHiuny] to 
^ their . poO^flioa ai>d ufe^ by thjis facrifict^ 
\(£ you, as by a Ofyatr&monial Ofe^ which 
*^is the incitement irionei of 1:110 iekemds 
f and plota that have been, an4 are presi^^ 

; 5 dicatingi 
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* diotmg againft you. To mprrff^^^ p X?*^-^ 
roey, to, Paris will bf Pf:98ftl?iji9 ^y^A^^^i 

^ ^ n3Ci:eI)r f journey of ple^fare^|]^unprpy^-» 
'.ment4. Mrs.. Swintori h*u niany.^iep^^ 
•Ihc will tell you, to receive you > Mrs* 
^ Rebecca: is to be your attendant, and has,. 

* already received her vile comniiffioni for 

* the ; execution pf vihkb(i^\^%P[ktf^ 

* rewarded ; ^ yoa are to bc^conv^yed, im- 
*. mediately to a nunnery^^ MfcU Hpo^n- tcr 

* Mrsl S win ton; and your gjpkerpus, hur* 

^cd with an epiftlc of inftr«€i;WQ foif tfiq^ 

* lady abbefs, with refpedl to the difpoS- 

* tion of yoUr 1 begtnifa FortefcuctQ'ferf 
^a& little concerned; as poflTible, a( Hn^ ki^ 
•^ formation, iior unwUlinglyvdecci^it^^ 

* criwldeceiv^ j- com ply wirfi their fofefgc^ 
^firppofal; witb itceimng reluflanc^ ;ia4 
^-|ireparc yourfelf to m^et on youf landing 
^ at Calais, your refcuing friend, whofeia-. 

* vifible fefvke muft thea come tfi^ a. pf^r 
Vr«>4. f g^ke- dj|y .of yovir .diepi^rovRf?! WsH 
*f|}^"jbHiM? pC.yQMr.'ftutWst weddii?^,^ bi^ 
MWir ija-^H^'conl^ucnce frflm that ev^i 



^ ybtir 'friend Will not fcrvc you by-hahrcs^' 

* he*as(ct^^ry brie of tK^confederatrf parties 

* Jrf'His; p^dt^er; and witl make fuch terms 
^ Fdt-' /you, * as . ihall be htirely confiftent 
f widi your fatisFaftion and happincFs. 

• '•'•('•* ' «« Aft 

* I am, &c/ 

• IWfft^orffcfcttt'i ^rembUri^ hkridi- coulcf 
fdarci' fcrtamthii fatal letter, the Inliu- 
manity'of hir father Shocked htH gertSe 
i&a^une, and (be lamerited her near connex-^ 
ion- and afffinity^ mth ^ man, capable of fucll 
tiniiiturri ^mocecdingi. ' - \ • -... - ^ 

' » * . • . ' . i ' » . ." ' f ) » » . ^ . J 

»■ • ■ .V 

I The* next morning convinced, her .thae' 
Ihe had not been miifinfbrmed,^ for the. aw^ 
fbi Mrs. Swinton breakfafted at her-fk-*" 
tKer*s, and, aflfefting to be particularly^ bit/ 
tached to 'mifs Caroline, ifked the-'fewyt^ 
at what fehool his daughtW had been ed(i« 
cated;'and upon that gentleman's jfranlf 
aeknowkdgemeftt of the little attention hd 
Wad paid' to the young lady in that rtfpt^i 
fee exeiaimed againft ^ hlttt' in'^a «<^ft vH)i 
lent mannen • I proteft/Taift (he, ^Mti 
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t have adopted Mahomccap j^wcihUa^ s^d 
f conceive us women *tQ We no fouls^, 
•Your daughjcer, without ,a.cdm]flini^ 
(b®wmg^ wjch>all the bewitching grace of 
artificial kindne&) ^ has an underflandlng 
VthftC would baniih this narfQw error, frbii) 

* the heart <^ the moft rigkl Mufiulepan*. 
! It would certainly be impfrrin^t jo fii« 
5 CO prcTcrUiey or I could recomojend^il 
^ftrp (hat would per&dily ^oe fbr.|0^ 

* paft omiflions/ ^ bffdam/ rettimed tW 
coUnfcllor, * whatever you can prppofc^ I 
^ am perJTuaded I ipuft s^yprove^ aa ]L ^nit 
^too well coiwinced of yourdiibretiod 
^and judgment,* to hefitate or debate.? 
J Then^* returned Mrs. Swimon^ 1 IBcwld* 
^ think it highly requiiite to fend mifs Ca^r 
'Proline to a nunnery at Paris; I.myfeli^ 
f w^ brought up in one, and» confer 

* quentjy, am enabled to. j^dge of the 

* grc^i advaiitagc of education they affbrj^l 
y Their method of inttruAion 'ist not like 
^Qur £pg;lii(K fchoois, laborious, and dtP- 

*ufteful 



^ "Cafteful to a young miod, but U fo charm* 

* ing^Y ddapjted to the fancy and inclipatioa 

^, of yoqthf that chc moft difficult branches 

^ are attained with the grcateft facility. | 

•* protcft, mifs, if it were my cafe, I woaI4 

* never ceafe folidting my father, unti^l I 

^ ol)tained his confent, to his ficuatlog me 

'^ in x>ne of thofe agreeable' an^d delightfi^ 

^'retirements/ 

* Madam,* replied piifs Caroline, witli 
:ZLn hefitation occafioncd by the tremor thia 
•convcrfetion 1iad thrown upon her fpi* 
rit$, * I am an incompetent judge of 
^ this matter; my f^thef has i right t9 
"^difpofe of me as he pkafes, I have en^ 
** g^aged to ci^mply, and Ihall not therc^ 

* fore prove refraftory, to whoever, ho 

* may determine for me.' This fchdming 
pair cad an exulting glance attach other# 
and Mr. Fortefcue, with the poliienefi 
(and indeed fincericy) of a courtier, fub* 
mitted himfclf to the fupcrior judgemenjf 
of the lady, and, in lefs than half an hour^ 
mifs .Caroline's journey to prance w^s con,- 
duded, the day of her departure fixed/ her 

attendant 



tbe^Wry^ fan>e, as .M«;r$J^t«t<itt) Idfti^^ 
iner](y b^^ placed j^^^-r .v: ,' -.j . '•vo':'' 

. Thefe preliminaries a4jufte^,»|^^^ 
^cffary ppejwrationi w5JBe|pft(f0$l36fej 19^91^^ 
lind,iOiJcK diHgeoc?. an44<a^jHftryii^§lffiMfjd 
on ^hc Qcca^on, that, Qft die'cjbiird-^ajiwfpg . 
day, the young lady 4nd. her grim du^nni, 
ipeparted -^ and beiog' accommodated with 
a creature of Mrs<' S^iotoa's^ whoipokfi 
French, and was to hf^ their«terpj^etei:i a 
lig][)t . carrlagCi and aUf? -h^fes, they feda 
reached tbelc deftioed inn at -Dover^ . where 
they were <}ecained. feme hours by the pcr- 
verfe winds. The canonical hour no fibamcr 
commenced) the very morning that exm^ 
V<eyed :n:}ifi (^rpli0e fcom London^.tkui 
the imptials-wcrc' ibiemmzed, betWieen the 
lawyer and Mrs« Swioton, who congratu* 
Jated and re-<0ngratulated each other, ott 

their fycpefct ^ . . . \ , 

"" » _ . 

DtHing 
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^;'DuBftgthis;ccWmony, Mr/Frank tooki 
S^i^ndH 'It^ve of' the^ and affuming 'the 
<!b%atfir^ (^ in did mkh, haftehed after 'h'lS 
t>elovcd girl, and arrived at Dover in due 

ibafon, He "well knew, the boufe in which 

his Caroline if»as to be lodged^ and, confer 

^iMfi^\f oid^Upied the fame, and engaged 

apttsigtiol that l^e^^icquec tha!t wa3 to 

Sfk9ilCp0rt her frdoi her 4iative country. 

They were » all fafely diiembarked on the 

'Freiich- dotmniona, and Mr. Finch being 

^vell acquaioted'wkh the inn-keeper at Ca^ 

lai5, Whofe houTci by4i!s pre-appointtnenc, 

4bey were to octvtpy^ hadened on befbce, 

andeaUiy effeAed bis every purppfe. The 

,pqftUiiofi of ibc chaife, hired by Mrs. Re* 

beoca to carry theai to Paris, on being ad- 

4isioiftered:'a retaining fee, and pronrrifed a 

handlbme gratuity^ on emiiptesfting the 

captain's dcfire, engaged to 'folk)\v his in- 

ftivdltons with the utmoft exadrnefs. The 

imerpretcr, by the aflTidance of the land* 

lord, was rendered incapable oi attending 

t;j^ein, by a fit qf intemperance, and was to 

i^main in the Innkeeper's care, until the 

return 



tetufii of tbc^ fac^utt, \vhtn, /by Mw 
finch's orctersr,' ire #as W be re^MUv^d tt> 
England. • ' ' 




The chaHc 'driver \*ricfeito6k t6 
^e dfficet)firit^fffr?tfe^^1^Tch^^^^ 
them to thc*mi^art:iMle^ cVf Itffi^ Ae ohfe 
thejr had brougftt ;\Wlh ihchi; and the^ 
porfacd therr5durnty,fei^fly th€*n«it rnbrn*- 
ing^ nothing dmibtr^g. l/fcc^lid;-' as a %cl- 
4ncn of fas bcffrfcr^kres, ^r *iM)i*r*agffe*i- 
Wt to chciarreaton&lit'haa'««erVfeai'fthi6fc 
T)Ut of titt grcjlt Td^ to Paris,' to ttfflortrf, 
. «nd cornrcyed^h^ ladies t<i«i Htfle iSirn^cliterit 
trabbin/ihiliofiratTd 'Hoftds ^ei^cdf, ii^ 
lirtirdy at 'hisr d6vbti6ti. A ^feft in thb 
carriage wi^'hls tXCilfc for trooMirtg '€He 
ladies to alight, 'vdtere they had corttinuefl 
but a few moTWtfntSj'btffofe the gallttt cap- 
tain, in the AczttuStti already r!n'erttrohrf, 
fent in'hfs cortipHtiitfntS, s^iid begged -t6 ftfe 
permitted to ^oift compin;^ *with his'^fitr 
countrywott^en. /The prudent TWrs.Rebet- 
ca moflrfagactodflyaenied tWa raqafcft|at4j|ife 
fatrte time *throW<jg -dut mtAyfttymtU 

-'^ ligcnt 



ligelit infintaations^ of the impei^tincnt light 
the llranger's appiicacion appeared in, lo 
•iicr prudent judgment. 

a 4 

Mifs Caroline*s heart Went pit a pat 5 (he 
hoped her dellveref wai at band, but 
■c^readcd the confequcncc of her deliver •* 
ance. To be in the power of a ftrangcr 
in a foreign country, ignorant of it*., 
language^ without one friend, or one fbil^-^ 
ling in her pockety were, to her, mirtrcable * 
Tefleflions, But the rccolleftion of her 
father's unnaiturai trcatnient of her, and 
the end and purport of her journey,, dif- 
pelled every foftneft an^ timidity from her 
Ji^art, aHd raufed her courage and grateful . 
"dcpcindance on her promifcd prefervcr. 

* 

The pretended old gentleman's choler 
"was. rai(ed, by the abrupt refulal of his , 
Tpqueft, and he loudly infifted upon fatis** 
fai^ion. He declared his deiigns were . 
perfedly^ honourable, and his behaviour 
tx^nfidcnt y/i^h the rules of travelled civi- 
lity r nor ihould any one reft rain him from^ 

Vm, IL M be- 
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bchplding the face, of tbatpcpfoo,.wIioIf^: 
fo jjr^ptly ifyifi);d,hifn,.aj5 to ,fu^f^ hfm 
tQ^iic QtbflT ;ha«.^g«ticw*iy;,afMl.^,ffj^ 
Wtlii^fairfcfc . . ' ' 1 -.r' ./ : -(■ 

I 

f . , "^ . . ♦ ■ • , • ..... 

Perfevprance, ^tisfaid, will furmount the 
greateft of -dyfficukiea » : it jvas, iodeedy 
avmUng to the difguUcd caputo, arid mad^ 
a happy pafiage far bim through a Ibtdb: 
battery of oppofers, to the door of the 
ladies ap^reoient, into which he entered 
without farther ceremony. On feeing Mrs* 
Rebecca* he affeft^d to ftari-^itji furprife* 
and challenged her for an acquaibUnc^. 
She protefted her eyes had never before 
beheld (o rude a man ; but he perHfted in 
his claim, and begged flie would give^im 
leave .to a0jft.iier recollection of him; to 
which end h^ repeated the fcv?ral artifices 
of Mr. Fortcfcue, his wedding, and the 
defign he was then upon, with refped to 
the -yoi^t^g lady, and concluded with de- 
in^pding the k(tef fiie bad about her, for 
the lady abbefs. This was no time .for 
diffemblings the frighud, guilty wretch, 

immc* 



TrffelR. HuMtfl/R.' aVy 

iftimediatdy delivered her horrid c&mm if-* 
fitm. The taptkirt then told heF, ^hac (he* 
ftt'lght' cortvpofe herfelf, and, as the hoped ' 
for pardon, for the vile part (he had afterf, ' 
to life her young lady ^ith the utmofl kind- . 
D^, and wait his pleafure at that place, 
ft)r if (he attempted to efcape from thence,^ 
be^wDuld.inftantly deliver her up to juftice:- 
He then aiddrcfled the trembling Caroline/* 
;£nd conjured her to be fetrsfied, tRat things' 
would take an agreeable turn-, and a'few* 
weeks redore her to her friends* at Bfighc^* 
ley \ and retired withdotHlfcovc^ring hinv* 
fclf, kifling the han^ of Ms ttiidrefe, or 
once calling hinftfelf at l>er feet, contrary 
to the exanfipte of modern' heroes. 



• *. 



ReBecca gave no othtr fignj of hfpertN 
ahce, thah TuUennefs and filende; ' The 
mciition of Brightl'ey had anfwered the de- 
fired purpofe, and p^^&ly calmed the 
before troubled heart of the lonely tnifs 
F6i-tefcue, artd fbmilhed her ^Mv h1a«y'• 
f^ta^mg"reflcfalofts. • The cdpt^aln; whert* 



tU Each itx' lir 

albiiej hrake open the letter ukeixkd Ibr 
tbetilibeft of thenan'i^evT, and^'Ss fol> 

■ '■'■■•' '■'■'• • •■■• ■ ■ -' ' .';■=(.'.'-■ r.;.!..!fli hr;r, * 

•' * Most Honoured La dt?, '^^ ' 

PRESUMIfsFG yoii cantiot^fiavc'fiir. 
gotten Sarah^' Clark, ^o 'hJCttVcd 




•-^^cilcfe 5 I take ch« ftfairttjr "^f ifllf<rff8»ig. 
« you, that the bdarer of tfiis lettef is fibulc-. 
^kTcej^ to a paitJctrlai' friebd ^FiBnes *n<i 
'* has been en^pl<^>tf"1tt tb^-^ttbliilbbc 

]^-2h4 difficult i^^'of M^eifii^^ 

*^ man Yrbm a dirobefditlnc and heafl^^ffr^g 
^ daughter, heirefs td fifty thou&iid-podflds. 
^ Sh^ has dedarcd rebellion againft her pa- 
^ rent anc| guardians, by refufiog to re* 

* ccTve a buibaiid her fathci^hari-cliSfchfor 
« hi;r» and eloping from Ms hdiilfc,' *'fefc, 

* rfiercfore, by my means, comiiiLts her \o 
'your care, and rcquefts, that *ii6''(filei- 
*' pKni or exhortttibn mAy be w^liAg to 

^^^bfiAg Ber-to licrdaty. ^ But ftdttfcfrlhc 
obftinately-perri(liii4ier ii^a^(Hn}iliiiA:e 

* wit^i 
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-< ^Hh this >yilj^,hjc is/detcraiocd.ncv(fr t<j 

• fuch a cafe, have (o much confidcrarior> 
"* and chriftian regard for her precious foul, 
** a$ to rpare no paii>^ to convert Iier to the 

♦ true reHgion>. and engage her, by, he/ ^t:- 
f, cqpuncp.pf th? veilj to Atj;oncjic^^ft 

*j jfftorioWiS^ 1 Ihould not .have, applied! tp 
'•^yovl| ^hpff: indefatigable ind^ftry I. caQ 

** rely upoa. In her yeai; of proba^t^- 
rf pn, erer^f prcUminarjr» ?fith r^fpeft.tp 

,• btjr' fortune,. . (ball bp .adj*u(Vft4 ..tcT^'^piir 
:,^:in^rc;fatwfaftiQii; for the cerf.air>^pci:- 
:• ibrmfloci^ whereof, • I give you my npnor 

f ftr your depeodUnet? and Jfccurity, 

' . *^And an^,^;6fc/ * 



• • 
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.,.. « InjTerna) 'nomau JV^Qried- the captaip, 
«<rifting: the letter upon the table, * ai}d 
. ' a}iaod^ned, unnatural monder, (fatficr I 
'^'dMinet calll hiin.) thus tp renounce, to &- 
.,* eti^M ii^ ctiW, ^mas^, }<\ ctyoy her 
3f?(&r*8«};j|!ut ^ wjU.lb;bijt;tI«4»» h9^^f -as 
tj.frlibfW^lieft^edjttjcir.dei^Ojs,. and a^fcw 

M 3, ■ .*clay» 
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* tiayS' only, ftall tbcy tce^irc in thek AIK 

* goiwn poflfeffions.V >/» .* , 

Heibon^difps^dredrkeifbllo^r^ iefiter 

tO' Mn FortefcQe^ a^d then^^yaiting: vpon 

' his Caroline, recompettced himfelf for all 

'he had done, by.Gonvcufingiaiidittpping 

#itfethatamiablrf^trk-5^ -It 
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* /Tp HE RE* IS bu4^ Dnc- f<mfideraiaon 

Oft.: A tha,t cdQld if^ftr^a cne ftian^flicw- 
f ffig' ydii to -f he^warid ia fowtr^xciUciomfB. 
-*^JH9wftli^c;«3U^abuf^ it>6 talents i:orft- 
' * aiifte'd tayour cdrci? and en^ptbyed^yotir 
' * tmdtrrfta«di^g and great abililies*^: fnetclf 

* ineffedingand perpetrating bafcfchemcsf 
* *^'fteaven, fir, bfeffed you withan amiable 
" * cfiild;.fdr a beCterpurpofe thin betiaysrig 
' ' her innocence and p^ac^. Mt. Stapleton 

^ appointed you the guardian. -of -.yoor 

* daughter's fortune, for a better ♦ end 
^ than endowing a nunnery with it; bow 

' ^carf> you then, thus aft in oppofition to 
^ alt km bQtb: human .and divine t^fti^ 

• yet 



• yet you have a protcaion-V-.ihoCarolinr» 

• you have fo greatly > injured* pwfcryes 

• you from the rod of juftice, if you im- 
:'^ mediately . ooroply iiiriib the following 
-^ terras. She has long been beloved, Vvich 
^^ a generous and diikitereftcd pafTion, by a 
.« young gentleman, much her inferior in 

^fortune. He has npt attempted tO:eii- 

• gage her clandeftine acceptance of hinn 

• but has now prefcrved her from the de- 

• ftruckipn you intended her. If her fethcr 
'* will coafent to. be Us facheiTt and|nake 
'^. the conccflEmis in her lavour voluntarily** 

• which- the law would oblige bjm tPi Ithc 
5 fecret of his unnatural cpnduft (hall rt^ 

• main in his breaft. He is now ppffcfled 

• of Mrs. Sainton's letter to the lady ab- 

• befs^ and will, formijs Fortcfcue'sfake, 
:> prevent its appeariqg.^gainftyou,, Yowr 

• fpeedy aftfwe^ if a propitious one, wiJl 
•^ procure the enlargement of your favourite, 
^iniquitous handmaid) and determine your 
^ own fate. You cannot^ complain ; in. the 
*^fnarc th^t you laid fqr your >chiki». arc 
V* jou yourfclf takeof Commit hcvi thpw- 

H 4 • fore^ 



%i% -■KACtt'-Hafiir" ^ 

*'forc, totKe iaifari cUci^oae'i^ ^ A A 

* Wiilrf i» her gfolaf 'iilfeKt';" aik «ff IRMflRfr 

• htr vaiae ft' ■foj^t^^d'-Bi^Werifritf'Wf 

♦ lahd with hotior dirflafe%'i»8r«ft<rl& 
*himrelf to her, vntit' be rtCfAy^yhtlt 
» fanaiqri, to felicik 'herShand'>-'tSt- oW| 
•'a^on't^t "can wipi aWAy ^8uf%iAlf,'»n4 
^faVe.yotJ froth fiiaD«;.'""" ''^ ^^'' '^ '""^ 

« I am, &c/^ 



' Tbfs fetter had all the cflfeft that^^opld 
he expefted on bafe and mcan'^minds/*Mrs^ 
V§fAvk;^'ni iagfef W^ Juftlc^ S^c 
VQung k5y, 'as'Mrsi'Swirfidn HaHfbc* ta 
Injure Tier,, and ananfwer, to the laft'iflc- 
gree propitious, was returned to our yoimg 
hrro ; which he no fbcrier rccfclved,' tliaa 
he put; 'ihV ladled in a chxrtfe, atxSt'i^natd 
them on hbrfeliiack fo Catai^'i^hfeife* tfcey 
continued that flight^ and the liicceeding 
one were fafcly lahded at Dover. A tar- 
Hage wai engaged by the nobfkcaptaHi, 
tb coovcy'hH beloved mlft IFbrtcfcuc to 
Br^htley, andlic Biinfelf aCcompanktftei^ 

tint 



•tb*c 3Kiv«»g.,l«4jf.»jC; the. ipai *njl^ f Ubipgr 
Jhipi: Jafr .«p ,t;he. pUiw of twr 4eftif»riQi»» 

*g»t|Si^pf wjjiieh J»c. faj4,, wpuid itiforoji 
ker oJF ilt 0w coukt/.^ilb to know. She 
opene^ it thQ ieft«oc be kift her, aiH tciid^ 
to ker gi-eat aiMMmeMf «« follows : 



• . / 



,V X,.. milqs on. your way to Brjgfitlcy^ 

* wiiere,, you wieB know, there we tw(X 
*li9ufQS opcti to fccciv« you 5 k is, your 

* own option that mM(l. direA you to pre^ 
^ fcr toe ofie.or tkc Qtlvc;:< I have now done 
5 W4tn pretcriDing. Prepare, ijiiu Foixcf- 

* cue. for a ftrangc piece of iht^Higcnfcej 

* 4nd, oh, fqffer yoqr hear^ to be favour'-. 
•aWy;^ difpofed! Tfmr %he^*s feryant^ 

* FranJfu.yoMr invifible friend; theoW niiah 

* taa,t ociiv ved you froni a nunAcry, and 

' ' .^ thi5 



^ ibe per(bn that now addrefies you, i$ i£e 
/fiogle Mr. Finch, who has long, l^ng 
*^ been atuched to you. , Tqur p«j#<¥, your 
^^ liappinefs^ has been ^ dearer to hi nEi.thaA 
.• his own ; and the jregard he has for your 

* reputation, let his aftions fpeak. To pre- 
**' ferve that unfuUied, he has denied hinilelf 

* the fatisfaAion of converfing with^vou, 

* and fervcd you, without any otH^r recQtjf- 
/ pence, than the pleafure alone o£ fcrvipg 

* you,- Your father is intirdy in hijs powe?, 

* but he as incapable of ufing it; and,. for 

* your p|?ace-fake, will; prevent hiS'^^ing' 
'*■ exporeci.' He has confented to tiis folicit* 
^ Ing that coiifideration of him his ^heart 
/has fo Ipng been ambitious of. You, 
^ madam,' beft know what you can do in 

* his favour, and he is refolved to abide by 

* your determination, be it whatfoever k 
.* may. HU attachment to you is incapable 
,^.of abatement; his. afFcftion for you unal* 
^•tcr^ble; and the fmcere wilh of his hcart,^ 

* your h^ppinefs and fatisfaftion* He will 
'* injiniediately rejoin his corps, and wait 
f the refult. of your rcfolves, with hpw 

L,. > ! mucb. 



THA IR HtUMCt) R. 'd^ 

^ itiuch'painful fufpcnce, tender apprefien- 
'^fion, and agitation of heart, you are no 

* lefs incapable of conceiving, than he of 
>- defcribing, and mun: ever remain, 

♦ ' * your fincerc admirer, 

, ' . . • FrANCXS FiNCHi* 

r * . 

^ Irhe gehtfc maid fclt^* on perufing this 
"letter, the alternate fuccefllons of generous, 
^compaflionace, applauding, affeAionate, and 
grateful fenfations' in her mind} and,'aB 
her lover had fo greatly 'diftinguifhed hin>- 
'fclf from the common race of lovers, Iht 
determined to' deviate from the commop 
behaviour of females, and acknowledge 
(her gratitude and afie6lion< for this une?;;- 
ceptionable young man. • A thoufand inci- 
dents occurred to her imagination, as fhe 
-iHirfued her journey, of his delicacy, and 
his tendernefs for her *, (be wanted no comr 
panion to converfe with ; time flew as fwifc- 
"ly as the carriage, and (he arrived at Bright* 
ky unfatigued ia body> and ' pleafed ia 
•niindi. ' ; 



f . 
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•leM^diMiytsfa !(««» UMin Mr. Ftn^h; «Mfr 

good gid «^ i^nikiMs, «^kh6«r)c^ie$ 
tfaer cibligaitiotii • to the ' taptft», and co a> 
ler^iOt'iiad, pHtvio\ifif, gtrpirk'hei^^i^ 
ft(i«4«fer ' opprdlniu'lkii ' Shi^ ftHH' ^ 'lie 

vn»o«K(icae6^lbr all he jbd daae^MMl'tttito- 
<^ be eyght eomtntuid^cliiiDri;'' ifrd« -4vh 
JMtig 'hor-'witole IS€(» He ^NMtiili betf -lit^ 
Many IttlKhlefl^ •(« Ma^cn^^iid** ^^ 
^ng -oQi^er wat 'ittfdrmied ^ ^f^%aii{ft^ 
riMft- thai; ikwalte(lhia»;<R^ib^ obefod tl^ 
{[lad iiniMions'of MSiftiincle. Evgry thiag> 
wkh'-rcTiieft t& the yoim^Ud/a fii}r«M<^ 
-mta agreeably determined, and Mr. FincK 
Isecame her legal probed«r, (he third week 
•9fcer faer arrival ftt che^ vilUge. 



> .« ♦• - ♦<» .V »• *.• 



Mr. VoH9k\ifi 4nd his k4y led a verjr 

proacirngs be'mg their dailfeoipkiyiamM. 

5(*iie fdifappoimment of their wicked '^c- 



T^fnttUvMoifHit;. Iff 

fig^s beau9?r m .«iipl«^ p«BtlbiMAtt lad 
Xbe, furrows pf.4iftonc»itmrc tbqnm. 
Vpoo c»h/of ifhflir Jwftwf,.i Tliwr rice ^lit 
a bar cq tbAir. f<»li«tyi gB^^ht: trrtiic of ^ the 

^nigbtky. ii^babjtaMs, wi3 tb« founduion 
of theirs^ E«cH trgoyroent,was htJigfaten* 
<rd by confcious v^tfejfV ««*h... fekffing;toeft 
ceiv^d withtl^^kfulncj^ of. .J»cwt j AtH^tht 

^nd inftrparable; a]}^4of .h^iiipiincrs.mouf 
il4te of mortality^- wete coafidered^ ^by 
ihem» widi picw groprtety*. ,Nor 4id thfljr' 

fh^lpm^tKt imperfection of (Mr iftciMfif^ 
by tiiac gr^e^c change, .of cgrruptioa fo^ u^ 
MfffiipttQOv aB4 laMrtality for iii|«)Wf airty^ 



f - « • 



F l-.U'I -S, ■■ ! 



. '• ' "* J ' 



£ R R A -TA. 

Pr ^,'1. iz\ for difagreeabfe riiiigSi resd difagree- 



cbangeil # m^^, read, a^hmgtd a/ptakint ^«^« pr 9^^ 
f. 7. frdm tde bottom,, for, qaick foiilibiltty^ reak), 
.t^'iiuidc ien£bt]tt7» p, 209, 1» 3, from the bottoflii 
fat wiTi, tead iwa/* 
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^, A Dvcntorcs and Amours of the Mar<jais de 
* a^ Noailtes 'attd'-'M'a^etncfifelle Tenchi: ^o. 
^Moh is added** Th« Hillery of the Cheralier de 
MirmoDt and Mifs Biron. 2 vols. 6s. bound, 
i- 2.* Apparition ;-pr,"tifc fekfsAt Cavzlw. A Story 
founded onFaiAs^- • 3 vols. 9s. bound. ' 

3. Accomplifhy Kake^ or, the Modern Fine^ 
Gentlenian. ^. bouiid.' • ' '^ 
^ 4. Beacclet.; or« the fortunate Difcoyti'y, 2 vola. 
6s. bound. ^ ' 

, ^. Bubbled Kmghts; Of, tBe Stttcefifd Cofi- 
Vivances. Plainly evincing, in tAvo familiar Inilantts, 
lately trinfafled in this' Metropolis, the Folly and 
Unreaibiiableiiefs of l^reiits laying a'Re^rarot tipon^ 
tjieir Children's Inclinations, in the Affairs of JLoyc 
sod Marriage. 2 vols. 65. bound. 

6. Child*s Entcnain^r. A Cbllcaion of RiddJes/ 
eiBbelliihed with a Pifture of eath Sub)e£l« 6d. bound* 
.7, Devil upon Crutches in England j' ot, Nigfit 
Scenes in London. A Satirical Work; ' WHcten ufr- 
on the Plan of the celebrated Dibble Boiteaux of 
Monf. ic Sage. By ^Gentleman of Oxford. The Fifth 
^^itiooy in ivhich is now added* the Hiftory of ace-' 
lebrated Courtezan. 38. bound. ^' 

8. Emily : or, the Hiftory of a Natural Dangh* ' 
tcr. 2 <vols. 6si. bdu'nd. 

-9, Fortune-Teller J or, the Foqtman cnmibled.* 
Being the Htdory of the Right Honourable the Eiirl 
'irf.il****, . and Mifs Lucy.M-^n — y. 2 vols- ^u 
bound. 

10. Fortunate* Villager : or, the Memoirs of Sir 
Andrew Thoropibir. 2 vols. 6s. bound. ^ 
'ifi Fruitled Jiiquiry. 2s. 6d: bbund. ' *' 

l2i'Htftory Of Sir Harry Herald, wrtlj th« 'AJ.'- * 
T€nti»«' of Mr. Charfes Herald, acd Mfft' FilidV' 
^lanchtnan. 3 vols, gi, bohnd'. • ' 

^3. Hiftory of a.youqg 4ady of Diftindion. In* i'^ 
es of Letteu between Madam dn Montier, and 

the 



Bookrf Htdy printed,* Ac, ' 

*t1ie*'Mar€hioAer8 de ***, her DaagKur. Trtnibled 
£nom ike French of Madame de Beaumont, 2 volt* 
68, bound. 

. 14. HUlory of the gteat Plague which ra^din 
liondont in the Year 16651 containing a panicalar 
sind circumilanttal Relation of the Nature, Rife, and 
Progrefs of tha^ dreadlal Malady: Together with 
feveral remarkable HiAories of Perfons isfedcd. . Alio 
ajoornalof the Plagne at Marfeillei, in the year 
17J10. 56. in Boards, or, 69. bound. 

15. Hi(lo;y of Henry Dumont, Efq; asd Mtfi 
Charlotte Evelyn. 35. bound. 

i6. Happy Orphani. z voU. 6i. bound. 
- ij. Hxiory of Portia. 2 vo1a« *68. bound. 

18. HiAory of the.Arabianf, under the Govern^ 
ment of the Catiphsy from Mahomet, iheir Foonder^ 
to the Death of Moftazem,. ihe laft Abaflian CaHE 
with Notes, HiHorical, Critical, and £xplaoittory« 
By .(he A|b.M de Mrngvyi 4 voIa. 1 1. ■ 

19. Hiitorv of my own Life. .Being an Accoom 
of maiw of the kv^ed Triala in^poftd by an impla- 
cable Father upoQ the moil aiFe^ionate Pair that eve? 
entered the Marriage .State. 2 ?ols« 6s. bound. 

20. HiHory of Frederick the For(aken» . 2 vols. 
6s. bound. 

21. Hiilory and AdveDtufes of Frank Hammond, 
3s. t)pund. 

22. Miflory'of Mifs Sally Sable» t Foundling, x. 
*yoljs 6Q.,bouiul. . 

23. Hlftory of Sir Roger and his fon Joe. 2 vols* 
6s. bounds 

24. Hidory of two Perfons of Quality. 38. bound* - 

25. Hiilory of Lavinia Rawlins, 2 vols. 69. bound* 

26. Hiftory of Mifs Kitty N— -^* Containtnff a* 
faithful and particular Relation of her Amours, Ad* 
ventore)^ and various Turns. of F'ottune, in Scot- 
land, Ireland* Jamaica, aoqin £ag)aod. jA. hooad^ * ' 

27. Jilts; ori (he Female for^une*Uantera< 3 vols/ 
ga. bounds 



Books facety jyrktedt • ttc. 

. •?» life t«d I>iitdrei of StAou Ktafeii. t«. ^dk 

^ard Davis. 2 vols. 6s. DOimd. 

JO. 'I^fo «fi* Ad^«Ktf«l of ^^. Jdl^ Vall» ft 
Ckrgf auni's S0&, «f Wood-Uiy in Hai»pihke» 2 vista* 
6i^ boand. 

31. Lift and AdveirtBfe9^4iCat« 2«. 6d. 

32.. Lilb of ilie SwediOt Oottntcfs G ■ * " - ■. 35* 
'. 9.3. i«if0«iKl Mstftoirs i»f C6rpo]^ Bat^s. 35.; 

34.' life and R«ri Adv€itt<iits of Ball£ltOfl'^fb^i 
nry. ' Writt^ by htttfelf. 2 voi«. 9s. bound. 

35* Mule io Good {iaato»ok>i i CoHedioa ti 
Comic Taks. 2 vdts. 6«. bound. 

36. Ma4b i» 9 MM\ HmOtfr; i CoReaion of 
«grecaUe and iAl|irii£l^ Tales, Falbks, Ptftorals^ 

^€. 2 vols. 6€. 

37< M<Mk«-|a4aw; or, tlie IndOcefiC Solterer. 
z voiev 61^ boond. 

^^r Me iBiwi r ctf lltt Stafcefpear'^s He&d in Coveot* 
Gardien^ e irot*. ^s, ixMfid. 

39. N«a«FiiarKevels; or, an UnivtHid IfiAo^ 
led Inta'pretaHoft of Dreams. 3s. btHmd. 

40. Mortbem Memoirs ; or, the Hiftoirj of a Scotck 
family. 2'^vqIs. 69^ boand. 

4t. Rival Mother; or, the Ififtory of the CoanfefiT 
4t Sa!eii9> vnd b«r twol^aughters. z yob. 6$; boimd. 

42. Reformed Coquet { or, the Adventures of 
Amok^anda. 29k bodttd. 

* 43. Soppofed IDaughter ; or> the Innocent Ittjlofl: 
tOr. 3 voa^ 9«. bodcS. * • 

44. True 'Merit. True Happinefs ; exemplified i< 
the entertftimhg aaa inftroCBve Memoirs of Mr. S > , 
z vok. 6$. bound. 

jfc. Voyage*, Travels, and wonderfal Difcovcrfea 
vf Captain^ii Hohneiby. 3s. boond. 

46. ViPtuons Criminal or, the Hiftoi; of Lord!: 
Stanlex* 2 vbh: 68; bonnd; ^ 

• 47* Ways to MM Care ^ a CoileAion of Songs^ 
«dapted to all Humonr^ By Young D'Urfey, is. 6dr 
^iwiTd*- 
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